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— NELSON DELGADO advided 12/13/33, that OCVALD 
excellent in Spanish. DELGADO did report his knowledge 
that OSWALD was receiving nucsian newspapers to superior. 
-Unable to recall names of two Negro Marines who went to 
Tijuana with them, but one might have been called VATTS.- 
Both Negroes worked with MotorPool at Santa Ana, Cal., 
Base. Persons who could corroborate DELGADO's statement 
set out. 	 - 
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Do. - December 16, 1963  

• 
•,. S/f 4 NELSON DELGADO, Battery D, 4th.N1nsle • Battalion, 71st Artillery, Holmdel Site, Holmdel, New Jeraey,. - . • advised that he recalled some additional facts. - - 

- DELGADO stated he was assigned to Quonset But Numbei...." 34 from the time he arrived at the Marine Base at Santa Ana,4-1 California, until ho requested transfer to another but in June,'MT:- 	 - j( 	 • 
. 	. 

DELGADO recalled he became friendly with OSWALD in .. December, 1050, when both were assigned to the same radar 	 • section and the same shift. At that time, DELGADO declared, he was very young, having only recently left school, and was somewhat of a "loner," as OSWALD was, with the result they became friendly. DELGADO stated he felt a little out of  place because of his Puerto Rican background but found that OSWALD and he got along very well. 
.  

DELGADO advised that 1n January, 1959, OSWALD had .,'  

	

'-• been having some trouble in the Quonset Hut to which he had • j . 	e't  originally been assigned and had asked for a transfer. DELGADO 	N• 
x was not sure but'he thought it was because of his, DELGADO's, friendship that OSWALD was assigned to Hut Number 34. However 	- the but Cid have three empty bunks at the time. . • . 

According to DELGADO, there were a total of six',.Y..r..--,,  -% Marines in the but during the time that he spent in it, One :,';''-: -i of whom was a. -Private First Class (PFC) WALD. In January, .:::-: .7. •;: 1S60, WALD was transferred to Atsuki, Japan, with the First  Marine Air Control Squadron. However, WALD did not get along i'.-. ':,- . with OSWALD, but he would know of the OSWALD and DELGADO cH.. .;  friendship. 	 0 	_  - . 	 . . • .-...:.'• :.!..:-.'.:» ; 	. 	' OSWALD attempted to teach DELGADO certain phrases.  of Russian, which language OSWALD spoke fluently, but the.,:-2.i.• ' _ 	. 	. 
..._ 

best DELGLDO could do was learn "Da" and "Nyet." DELGADO ' -,'' - 	w.,,:„.•: 
stated he never heard OSWALD called "Oswaldovitch," but he vslus..7: -.. 	'le.  

e• called by many of the Marines on the base "Comrade" and he .. - -. heard RICHARD CALL refer to him as "Commissar." It was - 1:L; DELCADO's opinion that those names were said in a joking • 

manner because apparently most of the Marines knew of OSWALD..A ':' interest in Socialism. • 	- 	• ,' • 	. y 	'.. ''' • :. . . .•.,•. 
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i 	DELGADO said there were two Negro Marines in But -...--11....7 :. 
Number 34 who were assigned to other duties who should know
of hierrTtndship with OSWALD, but he could not recall their 
names. He recalled one other Marine was also assigned to the Hut for a short period, but he did not know his name and did not believe he would have known OSWALD. 	.  

0 
It was DELGADO's opinion that:Sergeant 17...FUNS ' -.— .: would not know OSWALD well because he-was only assigned to the - base about four to six weeks prior to'03WALD leaving the area. FUNK was transferred to the aanta Ana Marine Base trom Japan :7 ' 

and most of the troops under him did not have much respect for 2 • him. Be had a high pitched voice and did not know how to 	• `.-: dress like a good Marine or operate a platoon well: Sergeant FUNK caught OSWALD "fooling around" in ranks on one occasion :.0.. . . and reported him. OSWALD was made to walk around the field ',with full, field pack and Sergeant FUNK put him through a Close Order Drill. Thereafter 0311ALD had nothing good to say Abbott — . FUNK and at one time seriously thought of reporting the  incident to the Inspector General, but he did not do so:  
cP4- 	 ,),,Tri.A0 	 : • 

.. 	• 	. 

Colonel JAMES BOTTEHO was assigned to the 3anta. Ana Marine Base at approximately the same time that DELGADO was, i 	but was not in the same hut with OSWALD. BeH did work on  

	

. 	.. 

the same shift with OSWALD and DELGADO. BOTTEHO did not 	' associate with OSWALD and had little to do with him. DELGADO did recall on one occasion BOTTENO had a "big" argument with •:-: OSWALD over 3ocialism'and 03VALD left in disgust+ 64 • H-,;!-::•- • gbosSeL, Itt .i • . 	 . 	 - — • . ' it  ''';44 - k.477,,,,ZELGADO advised that speaking generally as fax as - .:1.,. ,  AFC RUSLIELL4gbd BOTTEHO were concerned, they did not have much .':''- • in common withOSWALD because they were interested in sports ., 2• .. . 	and girls and these things hardly interested 0,-;T:L.W., 	• • .- - -• 	. . 	
4 	et Sergeant CALL was assigned to the same platoon but,',,:.. -H• 

 . 

was not assigned in the same Quonset area as the subject. .:,,..,  However, CALL and OSWALD did get along and on one occasion  OSWALD discussed his book "Das Capital" with CALL. Further,...., CALL and OSWALD had in common the fact they both enjoyed  classical music. 	
- 

• PFC H. RUSSELL 4.11. was assigned to the aanta Ana rr': Base about four to eight weeks prior to OSWALDI(leaving the 7-,•7,% 	
, -. 

•
•' bawl He lived in the same C.,uonset But area but not in But  

-.-• -1.--1: ' 7  .7 	 - 	, 	. • 

, - r^^1,  ..: 	- 

,-• 	, , 	..a.. 	, 	. 	 • 	• 	• 	
, 	. . 	.. , 	. 	,. 	• , ; 	.,,I„ 	. ' ,..,,: ' 77.'...': ,.;,‘ . •••101111..." 	
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Number 34 and 
of the things 
since4141=ELL 
should-air-6-M 
never was any 

was not on the same work shift.with • AID. 'Me that was unusual about °MILD, D 	0 notedo rS'e . was from New Orleans and so was OLJ ID, there • me conversation about this fact. 	waver, there interest shown in each other, 

• Another Marine, a PFC OCBORNE, was signed to the same platoon during OSVAD's time hnd came fr Texas, ' According to DELGADO, ocaloamrs would discuss exas with anyone at any time. Although OQt7ALD said that he ame from Texas„.. )4, he was not friendly with ociaccuE. 
437,==.1. 	 . 

DELGADO could not recall the names of the two Negro Marines who went to Tijuana, Mexico, wit 'himself and oduALD. However, both were assigned to the Motor Pool while at the Santa Ana Base and he believes that one of them might have ., been a PFC VATTS, Be did recall one o these Marines made another trip later to Tijuana, laexico, along with PFC RUSSELL but without GOVALD. 

DELGADO advised it was common knowledge among the Marines at the base that he, DELGADO!, spoke Spanish and it was also fairly well known he vas on record as saying he could teach Spanish to anyone really interested in learning Spanish in a short time. Therefore many Marines were always asking • him to give them certain phrases in Spanish, but OGVALD was 'one who asked him to teach him th language completely. 
DELGADO stated shortly after he started to help OSWALD with Spanish it became apparent he was a good student, • OSVALD secured a Spanish dictionary and studied  all the time. • DELGADO recalled they started tb writeSWatTE7Ohrases-on note paper while working in "the silent" area.* It was his 	.,_ • opinion several hours each day/were devoted to CCUALD's 	:-.-,'. Spanish leasons so that in ashort time he was able to speak 	. and understand Spanish excellently. DELGADO noted he was not ablate teach OGUALD to write PpanisMecause he himself was  not able to write the langua e very well , ..., -:. ...--6,e00.,--- 

44. 

Vhen the conversat on got around to OGVALD wanting to help the Cubans and other. l  .south Americans, 'DELGADO 
m remembered using this as a method to make sure he understood the language. DELGADO pointed out that if he were ever going 

• 
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to go to Cuba, he should know Lpaniah because he would no able to get along in that country without it.• 

DELGADO never heard the subject speak or cee him read a German paper or magazine. However, OSWALD qded phrases that sounded like "Yiddish" to him. DELGADO latei1  learned that these were German phraces and it was from t ia that he 	. thought OSWALD spoke and understood German. 

DELGADO stated his close relationship with OGVALD during this period was due to the fact that/not only did he, DELGADO, feel that CASTRO was the right thing for Cuba, but.,'. :  . also TRUJILLO must be removed from the DoMinican Eepublic.-  
These feelings were shArA by both and therefore during one of these dlscussions;;Most of it by short phrases on the  scratch papers in the Radar section, DELGADO wrote down he himself would write to the Cuban Embassy, Washington, D.C.,. 1, 	• if he felt as sincerely as 00WALD about helping. Since the United States was supporting CASTRO at this time, DELGADO  

...-,.:: 	.. thought that this was the best t ing to do. 

He was surprised aboui four or five days later when.,:': pswALD told him he had received a letter from the Cuban Consulate in Los Angeles, and/Yrom then on OSWALD received a. letter or some sort of correspondence about once a week. It was not until several weeks later that DELGADO saw some of these letters. He had asked CCWALD for the loan of a tie and CGVALD told him it was Am his locker. DELGADO recalled when he went to get the tie, he noticed the letters from the 	; . Cuban Consulate together with !unsian newspapers and other. mimeographed material which he assumed came from .the Cuban Consulate. OSWALD was then going to Los Angeles about 	 • every two weeks and after' one of these visits told DELGADO 4e had been at the Cuban/Consulate. It was from this state- Ment that DELGADO assumed that these weekly trips were to visit -... the Cuban Consulate in Los Angeles. 	 • ' - 

DELGADO advised he never thought OSWALD wasa threat -:.- ., to the security of the United States nor did he think he was :.:.V. violating any security regulations of the United States Marine.-.   Corps. An a matter of fact he did report OSWALD was receiving a Russian language newspaper to Lieutenant DE mno, but he :,2,11: ;7':-  
, .. 	did pot know what came of thin. He noted DE PADRO is now ::.:-.. 

	

. 	.,.,, :-, 	resying in Coral Gables Florida. 	-. - 	;,--..... -, :i. 
. 	. . 	. 

• .. 	. • 	% 	..• :. 	• - .....,: ; 	.7 .  • . i';- . '7 .0 .. . .. 	- .- 
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. ....,,% " 
...- DELGADO declared any Marine assigned to the 3ants.1.-  . ,3  An Base from December, 1953, to about June, 195, should WV able Anomeeerify the fact he and °EWALD were friendly, - In '-'' addition, Sergeant LUSK, the Sergeant Major of the company, made the remark when he was disciplining DELGADO, that he getting to be just like OSWALD who always did everything backwards. 

OSWALD and kneo them both. DELW 0.4rtlembed. 

PFC DAVID MURRAY was assigned to the same ection with DELGADO and O 	 etp,' 
tow4wibeh MURRAY Spanish while both were still in chool at Biloxi, Mississippi! -sed-he-corti-ntrett-tc)-'tea 	anish  while-they-were-at-the-Bants-Asa-.7fitse•. Be belreved MURRAY'. 	. should know that DELGADO taught.  OSWALD SpanisA although he never heard MURRAY and OSWALD speak this lazpiage to each 	. other. 

Lieutenant Colonel TCODA 	 .., EL was the Commanding 	- . .. Officer of the Base at the time both OSWALD and DELGADO were 	.,.. . stationed at Santa Ana. TOGDABL was the kind of commanding :;•*: officer who liked to know each Marine by his first name. 	.:,:',-, • DELGADO felt he should know of the as ociation between • .. :,.:-'''. himself and OSWALD. . 	 a .; .!•,- 	- 
.---- 	 : DELGADO advised that on one or more occasions he ' : . • ' ..and OSWALD discussed extradition treaties and DELGLDO mentioned • 	4,- if he ever did anything wrong he would .go to Argentinabecause  he thought they would not extradite anyone. However, OSWALD y•:,.:...; 	It01:- Wv: said he chould remember the two men who had recently defected  

	

. 	... to Russia.. They had one to Mexico, then to Cuba and on to 	- 	it•t;-;,4.,.‘": 
-kt ■ 	.1 . . 	Russia, according to OSWALD, and he would go the came way.,.!: -I -:;.• At the time the newspapers did iave the stories about this •: ..•: - '•incident. • 

1  
Toward the end of Hay, 1059, during their discussions they started to talk about the Dominican Republic. DELGADO - stated he really felt something should be done to remove . TRUJILLO. oarAm must have thought he meant he wanted to do something personally and made oome suggestions that both of them go to Cuba, become officers in CASTRO's army, and then- .  go to the Dominican Republic and help bring freedom to this  area. About this time because the newspapers were publishing stories about the shooting of one of CASTRO's corporals by. CASIO's men, DELGADO became disillusioned about CASTRO. it. 
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also became apparent to DELGADO that 03I1ALD vtas talhing more and more as though he intended to do some of(the think he talited about. Therefore, the situation st 'ted to get -• 
"uncomic:Q.4.4431e" for him with OMILD and h= asked Jergeant FUNK for a transfer to another barracks. 

• r, 

• 7, 

.t 	• 

S. 



DELGADO advised that in January, 1959, OSWALD had • 
been having Some trouble in the'Quonset Hut to which he had ' 
originally been assigned and had asked for a transfer. DELGADO 
was not sure but he,  thought it was because of his, DELGADO's,  
friendship that OSWALD was assigned to Hut Number 34: BOwever 
the but Cid have three empty bunks at the-time. . 

According to DELGADO, there were a total of: six 
Marines in the but during the time that he spent to it, one, 
of whom was a Private First Class (PFC) WALD. In January, 
1560, WALD was transferred to Atsuki, Japan, with the•First 
Marine Air Control Squadron. However, WALD did not get along. 
with OSWALD, but he would know of the OSWALD and DELGADO . 
friendship. 	 • 

OSWALD attempted to teach DELGADO certain phrases 
of Russian, which language OSWALD spoke fluently, but the 
best DELGADO could do was learn "Da" and "Nyet." DELGADO.. • 
stated he never heard OSWALD called "Oswaldovitch," but.he was 
called by many of the Marines on the base "Comrade" and he 	• 
heard RICHARD CALL refer to him as "Commissar." It was 
DELGADO's opinion that these names were said in a joking 	• 
manner because apparently most of the Marines knew of OSWALD'. .7• 
interest in Socialism. 	 • 	. • 

a. 
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Dali 	cember le, 1963 e9e  

T - 
a/F 4 NELSON DELGADO, Battery D, 4th Misale 	- 

Battalion, 71st Artillery, Holmdel Site, Holmdel, New Jersey, 
advised that he recalled some additional facts. 

DELGADO stated he was assigned to Quonset But Number 
34 from the time he arrived at the Marine Base at Santa Ana,:, 
California, until he requested transfer to another but in . . 
June, 1215;-14.,_ 	 -•   • 

DELGADO recalled he became friendly with OSWALD in . 
December, 1053, when.both were assigned to the same radar 
section and the same shift. At that time, DELGADO declared,  
he was very young, having only recently left school, and was 
somewhat of a "loner," as OSWALD was, with the result they 
became friendly. DELGADO stated he felt a little out of 
place because of his Puerto Rican background but found that ' 
OSWALD and he got along very well. tlt 
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DELGADO said there were two Negro Marines in Hut Number 94 who were assigned to other duties who should know of his imtendship with OSWALD, but he could not recall their names. He recalled one other Marine was also assigned to the Hut for a short period, but he did not know his name and did not believe he would have known OSWALD. 

It was DELGADO's opinion that Sergeant r.Mut would not know OSWALD well because he was only assigned to the base about four to six weeks prior to OSWALD leaving the area. FUNK was transferred to the Santa Ana Marine Base from Japan and most of the troops under him did not have much respect for him. He had a high pitched voice and did not know how to dress like a good Marine or operate a platoon well. Sergeant FUNK caught OSWALD "fooling around" in ranks on one occasion and reported him. OSWALD was made to walk around the field . with full field paek and Sergeant MX put him through a Close Order Drill. Thereafter OSWALD had nothing good to say about' FUNK and at one time seriously thought of reporting the incident to the Inspector General, but he did not do so. 
Colonel JAMES BOTTEUO was assigned to the Santa Ana Marine Base at approximately the same time that DELGADO VAS, but was not in the same but with OSWALD. He did work on the same shift with OSWALD and DELGADO. BOTTEHO did not associate with OSWALD and had little to do with him, DELGADO did recall on one occasion BOTTEU0 had a "big" argument with OSWALD over Socialism and OSWALD lett in disgust, 
DELGADO advised that speaking generally as far as PFC RUSSELL and BOTTEHO were concerned, they did not have much in common with OSWALD because they were interested in sports and girls and these things hardly interested =LID. ' 
Sergeant CALL was assigned to the same platoon but was not assigned in the same Cxonset area as the subject. However, CALL and OSWALD did get along and on one occasion.... OSWALD discussed his book "Das Capital" with CALL, Further,'', CALL and OSWALD had in common the fact they both enjoyed . i,.. ,:li. . classical music,

. 	. 	, 	• 	-:,,--a. • . 	. 	::..::1.--  
PFC H. RUSSELL, JR. was assigned to the Santa Ana 	cl-.  Base about four to eight weeks prior to OSWALD leaving the .  base, He lived in the same Cluonset HUt area, but not in Hirt i . • 	 -• 	-, _.-. 

C., 
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Number 54 and was not on the same work shift with OSWALD. One 
of the things that was unusual about OSWALD, DELGADO noted, %. 
since Rem1ELL was from New Orleans and so was OSWALD, there 
should have some conversation about this fact. However, there 
never was any interest shown in each other. 

Another Marine, a PFC OSBOCNE, was assigned to the 
same platoon during OSWALD's time and came from Texas. 
According to DELGADO, OSBOaNE would discuss Texas with anyone 
at any time. Although OSWALD said that he came from Texas, 
he was not friendly with 00130CHE, 

DELGADO could not recall the names of the two Negro 
Marines who went to Tijuana, Mexico, with himself and OSWALD.. 
However, With wore assigned to the Motor Pool while at the 
Santa Ana Base and he believes that one of them might have 
been a PFC WATTS. He did recall one of these Marines made 
another trip later to Tijuana, Mexico, along with PFC RUSSELL 
but without OSWALD. 

DELGADO advised it was common knowledge among the 
Marines at the base that he, DELGADO, spoke Spanish and it 
was also fairly well known he was on record as saying he could 

::teach Spanish to anyone really interested in learning Spanish 
In a short time. Therefore, many Marines were always asking 	. 
him to give them certain phrases in Spanish, but OSWALD was . 
one who asked him to teach him the language completely. 

DELGADO stated shortly after he started to help* 
OSWALD with Spanish it became apparent he was a good studento.; 
OSWALD secured a Spanish dictionary and studied all the timeo.* 
DELGADO recalled they started to write Spanish phrases on • . 
note paper while working in "the silent" area. It was his 
opinion several hours each day were devoted to 03VALD's 	. 
Spanish leasona so that in a short time be was able to speak 
and understand Spanish excellently. DELGADO noted he was not : 
able to teach OSWALD to write Spanish because he himself was 
not able to write the language very well: 

When the conversation got around to OSWALD wanting 
to help the Cubans and other South Americans, DELGADO 
remembered using this as a method to make sure he understood 
the,language. DELGADO pointed out that if he were ever going.. 

• 
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• 
to go to Cuba, he should know Spanish because he would not be---  
abl? to get along in that country without it. 

41/"TELGADO never heard the subject speak or see him 
read a German paper or magazine. However, OSWALD used phrases 
that sounded like "Yiddish" to him, DELGADO later learned 
that these were German phrases and it was from this that he 
thought OSWALD spoke and understood German, 

DELGADO stated his close relationship with OSWALD 
during this period was due to the fact that not only did he, 
DELGADO, feel that CASTRO was the right thing for Cuba, but 
also TRUJILLO must be removed from the Dominican Zepublie. 
These feelings were shared by. both and therefore during one 
of these discussions, most of it by short phrases on the 
scratch papers in the Radar section, DELGADO wrote down he 
himself would write to the Cuban Embassy, Washington, D.C., 
if he felt as sincerely as OSWALD about helping. Since the 
United States was supporting =Imo at this time, DELGADO • 
thought that this was the best thing to do. 

He was surprised about four or five days later-when 
OSWALD told him he bad received a letter from the Cuban' 
Consulate in Los Angeles, and from then on OSWALD received's.' 
letter or some sort of correspondence about once a week..- It . 
was not until several weeks later that DELGADO saw some of 
these letters. He had asked CCUALD for the loan of a tie 
and =Aim told him it was in his locker. DELGADO recalled 
when he went to get the tie, he noticed the letters from the 
Cuban Consulate together with Russian newspapers and other 
mimeographed material which he assumed came fromethe Cuban • 
Consulate. OSWALD was then going to Los Angeles about' 
every two weeks and after one of these visits told DELGADO 
he bad been at the Cuban Consulate. It was from this state-
ment that DELGADO assumed that these weekly trip3 were to visit 
the Cuban Consulate in Los Anzeleo, 

DELGADO advised he never thought OSWALD was a threat 
to the security of the United States nor did he think he was 
violating any security regulations of the United States Marine' 
Corps. As a matter of fact he did report OSWALD was receiving 
a Russian language newspaper to Lieutenant DE PADRO, but he 
did not know what came of this. He noted.DE.PADRO is'now 

relin

e in Coral Gables, Florida, 
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DELGADO declared any /Urine assigned to the Santa 
Ana Base from December, 19508  to about June, 1959, ohould be 	. 
able to verify the fact he and OEVALD were friendly, In 	; ' 
additiow,_aergeant LUSX, the jergeant Major of the company, --*-* 
made the remark when he was disciplining DELGADO, that he was 
getting to be just like OSWALD who always did everything . 
backwards. 

PFC DAVID MURRAY vas assigned to the same section 
with DELGADO and OSWALD and net them both. DELGADO started 
to teach MURRAY Spanish while both mere still in achool at 
Biloxi, Mississippi, and he continued to teach him Spanish 
while they were at the Santa Ana Base. He believed HURRAY 
should know that DELGADO taught 03UALD 3panish although he 
never heard MURRAY and 03WALD.speak this language to each 
other. — 	 • 

• 

Toward the end of Hay, 1959, during their discussions 
they started. to talk about the Dominican Republic. DELGADO 	- • 
stated he really felt something should be done to remove • 
TRUJILLO. O37ALD must have thought he meant he wanted to do. ' 
something personally and made some suggestions that both of 
them go to Cuba, become officers in CASTRO's army, and then 
go to the Dominican Republic and help bring freedom to this  
area. About this time because the newspapers mere publishing 
stories about the shooting of one of CASTRO's corporals by 
CASTRO's men, DELGADO became disillusioned about CASTRO. It 

' 	 - 

;r:,•75 	 • 	' 	•"'  

Lieutenant Colonel TCCDAHL was the Commanding 
Officer of the Base at the time both OSWALD and DELGADO were • 
stationed at Santa Ana. TCGDABL vas the kind of commanding 
officer who liked to know each Marine by his first name. 
DELGADO felt he should know of the association betweea 
himself and OSWALD, 	 • 

• • • - 
DELGADO advised that on one or more occasions he - 

and 03UALD discussed extraCition treaties and DELGADO mentioned 
if he ever did anything wrong he mould go to Argentina because 
be thought they would not extradite anyone. However, OSWALD 
said he should remember the trio men who had recently defected 
to Russia. They had gone to Henico, then to Cuba and on to - 
Russia, according to OSWALD, and he would go the same way. 
At the time the newspapers did have the stories about this 
incident. 
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1i also became apparent to DELGADO that OZWALD was talking more r1; and more as though he intended to do some of the things he talked about. Therefore, the oituation started to get - "unComfaxIaDle" for him with OJUALD and he asked Oergeant: FUNK for a transfer to another barracks. 


