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M
ab

ley's 
rep

ort 

b
o
x
 are p

ro
b
ab

ly
 sp

in
n
in

g
 th

eir w
h
eels. C

ain
 k

ep
t h

is 
records in his head. 
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T
H

E
 M

U
R

D
E

R
 of R

ichard C
ain w

as the opening shot of 
a w

ar betw
een the old dons and the young T

urks for control 
of,the crim

e syndicate in C
hicago. 

C
ain w

as gunned dow
n by syndicate killers as a w

arning 
4.

2-  to the young rebels. 
If th

e w
arn

in
g
 is tak

en
, th

e first sh
o
t m

ay
 b

e th
e last. 

If the young bloods are not intim
idated by the pictures of 

their em
ploye, C

ain, lying in a pool of blood w
ith his face 

destroyed, the C
ain m

urder could be the beginning of m
ass 

gang w
arfare on a scale rem

iniscent of the '30s. 
T

he killing w
as done by local gunm

en, not by im
ported 

killers. 
C

ain
 w

as n
o
t in

v
o
lv

ed
 in

 th
e earlier m

u
rd

er o
f S

am
 

D
eS

tefano. C
ain w

as not dealing in narcotics. C
ain w

as not 
k
illed

 b
y
 m

istak
e in

 b
elief h

e w
as an

 in
fo

rm
er. C

ain
 w

as 
not trying to m

uscle in as head of the syndicate in C
hicago. 

A
nd any investigators w

ho think C
ain had a secret cache 

- of incrim
inating tapes and docum

ents hidden aw
ay in a lock 

_ 
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-db: ectly In the struggle for pow

er fn the underw
orld. E

very 
detail is confirm

ed by the highest investigative authorities. 
. W

h
en

 C
ain

 g
o

t out of prison in 1971, he w
as hired by the 

young M
afia operatives w

ho have been dubbed the young 
T

urks by reporters and police. T
hey don't have any special 

nam
e for them

selves. 
' 	

T
he young gang m

en have been 	frozen out of the action 
by the old dons—

A
ccardo, A

lex, G
iancana, and their kin, w

ho 
lav

e clo
sets.  full of m

oney and are heavily into legitim
ate 

investm
ents.. 	

' 
C

ain w
ent to w

ork for the young elem
ent b

ecau
se n

o-
- b

o
d
y

 else w
o
u

ld
 h

ire h
im

. In
 Ju

ly
, 1

9
7
1

, h
e w

ro
te fro

m
 

--
--prison: "M

y B
IG

 problem
 w

ill be em
ploym

ent. A
nyone w

ho 
...h

ires m
e, w

ith m
y notoriety, should see a

 p
sy

ch
ia

trist. ... 
H

ow
 I dread '72." 

In a vacuum
 of accurate inform

ai.ion and any really good 
gang intelligence, m

any 
in

vestigators an
d

 
rep

o
rters h

av
e 

run w
ild w

ith speculation about C
ain's activities, pegging 

h
im

 as a p
o

w
er b

ro
k

er, asp
iran

t to
 g

an
g

 lead
ersh

ip
, h

igh
 

living playboy, and anything else they could dream
 up. 

C
A

IN
 W

A
S

 A
N

 A
D

V
IS

E
R

 and helper and driver and 
tran

slato
r fo

r g
an

g
 b

o
ss S

am
 G

ian
can

a fro
m

 G
ian

can
ali 

base in M
exico, before C

ain w
ent to prison, and briefly after 

be got out. 	
.. • 	

. 
In C

hicago he tied in w
ith the rebels because they w

ere 
w

illing to put him
 to w

ork. H
e w

as not a big operator. H
e 

enjoyed neither w
ealth nor pow

er. H
e w

as an em
ploye. 

C
ain

 m
et d

aily
, literally

, w
ith

 M
arsh

all C
aifan

o
, a 

m
iddle-aged gangster w

ho got out of prison about the sam
e 

tim
e C

ain
 w

as released
, fo

u
n

d
 h

is so
u

rces o
f p

o
w

er an
d

 
incom

e in C
hicago dried up, and also cast his lot w

ith the 
young T

urks. 
T

he actual act w
hich led to the order for C

ain's execu-
tion is not know

n outside the circles directly involved. B
ut 

w
hat is know

n L
s that the killing w

as a signal to the young 
rebels that the old m

en still have the m
uscle, and are ready 

to use It. 
T

he victim
 of the w

arning execution could have been  

T
h

e w
arn

in
g to C

an
n

() Is clear. 
A

 m
an w

ho know
s the w

orkings of the gangs said: 
"T

h
e killing had to clear w

ith A
ccardo. T

hen they had 
to call G

iancana in M
exico and tell him

—
not ask him

, tell 
him

—
that C

ain w
as to be killed. 

"G
ian

can
a w

o
u

ld
 h

av
e o

n
ly

 o
n

e reactio
n

_
 A

n
y

 d
is-

loyalty, any trouble in the ranks, his only w
ord is 'K

ill him
.' 

°'/ tet rid of the guy, that solves the problem
. G

iancana is of 
the old schooL

" 

A
 W

E
L

L
-E

X
E

C
U

T
E

D
 k

illin
g
 is a m

ean
s o

f m
ak

in
g
 

points in the M
afia, and there is little doubt that the actual 

trigger m
en w

ere local talent, w
hich abounds. T

hey probably 
w

ere assigned by C
hucky N

icoletti, the chief executioner. 
T

h
e fact th

ey
 w

o
re sk

i m
ask

s len
d

s cred
en

ce to
 th

e 
theory they feared recognition by local acquaintances. 

A
 k

n
o
w

led
g
eab

le so
u
rce reco

u
n
ted

, "W
h
en

 C
ain

 g
o
t 

back to C
hicago from

 prison, he w
ent to the young guys. 

H
e had now

here else to took for a job. H
e'd never dealt w

ith 
them

 before prison. 
"T

hey hired him
 for tw

o reasons. H
e had a good m

ind. 
A

nd he had w
hat they felt w

as a sense of values. 
"T

he young 
gu

ys 
see th

em
selv

es as lib
eral-m

in
d

ed
, 

m
o
re in

to
 b

u
sin

ess th
an

 v
io

len
t crim

e. F
o
r th

em
, 'tak

in
g
 

so
m

eb
o

d
y

 fo
r a rid

e' is so
m

eth
in

g
 o

u
t o

f T
V

 m
o

v
ies. It's 

n
o

t 
th

e
ir M

P
,, o

f w
h

a
t e

h
rm

Irl 
h

e
 

tou
ch

 h
eroin

. If on
e of th

eir p
eop

le gets a life rap
 for d

ru
gs, 

th
ey lose con

trol of h
im

. T
h

e risk
 ju

st d
oesn

't ju
stify th

e 
possible gains. 

"It w
as C

ain's bad luck that be happened to be In the 
_
 m

id
d
le . . . h

e m
o
re o

r less g
o
t cau

g
h
t. H

e sw
itch

ed
 

allegiance. H
e tried to persuade the old gu

ys that the new
 

m
ethods w

ere better." 

- W
H

A
T

 N
E

X
T

? T
H

E
 
m

en
 w

h
o

 are p
aid

 to
 m

ain
tain

 
peace in C

hicago and environs are holding their breaths. 
T

here sim
ply is no signal yet from

 the young T
urks w

hether 
they get the m

essage and w
ill be good little fellow

s. 
T

hey aren't m
aking the big m

oney their elders got. T
he 

A
ccardos and G

iancanas have literally tens of m
illions in 

cash and negotiable securities and real estate investm
ents. 

T
he young bloods m

easure their assets in thousands. A
 

com
m

on incom
e ranges betw

een $60,000 and $100,000 a year, 
m

in
u
s ex

p
en

ses. T
h
ey

 w
an

t to
 g

o
 1

0
0
 p

er cen
t leg

it an
d
 

elim
inate the hazards of prosecution. B

ut they have to rob 
an

d
 steal to stay in

 the black. 
N

ow
 they face a very tough decision. D

o they knuckle 
dow

n to the old m
en, stay in line, take the crum

bs, w
ait for 

the old guys to die in their beds? 
O

r d
o

 th
ey

 g
et o

u
t th

e artillery
 an

d
 tak

e 
a chance of 

ending up like R
ichard C

ain? 
. 	

. 	
. 


