1eam of B-Gmn Berets Trained |
Terrorists for Libyan Government
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HONOLULU, Aug, 24 — Four years
ago, 10men trained by the Army Special
Forces to be America’s elite commando
troops went to work for the Govefnment
of Libya, training tarrorists.

to participants in the
operation, and Federal investigators
who have since tried to reconstruct
events, the men went to Libya with the
knowledge and endorsement of the
United States Army. They apparently
believed that they were infiltrating the
Libyan Government on behalf of the
Central Intelligence Agency.

Nine were retired members of the
Special Forces, better known as Green
Berets. The 10th, who recruited the
othersfor the mission, was a master ser-
geant in the Green Berets and was on ac-
.| tive duty. He had been recruited by a
.| former agent for the Central Intelli-
'| gence Agency.

ts Organizer Is a Fugitive

The belief of the 10 men that the mis-
sion was intended by the C.ILA. asan in-
filtration of the Government of Col.
Muammar el-Qaddafi was apparently
shared by ranking Green Beret officers.

Whether it was remains uncertain.

involvement ;
many participants, and some Federal
investigators, believe the mission had at
least the tacit approval of the agency.
What is certain, say the Federal in-
vestigators and the participants, is that
the operation was organized, financed
and directed by Edwin P. Wilson, a for-
mer Central Intelligence agent. In 1976,
according to the investigators, Mr. Wil-
son closed a business deal with Colonel

Qaddafi to sell his expertise in intelli-
gence, arms and explosives to Libya for
the training of terrorists.

Mr. Wilson was indicted in 1980 by a
Federal grand jury on charges of ille-
gally exporting explosives to Libya. He
is now a fugitive, believed to be living in

the | the Libyan city of Tripoli.

Mr. Wilson's use of Green Berets, like
other aspects of his relationship with
Libya, has generated problems for the
United States Government and raised
questions about the way Federal au-
thorities handled the matter.

The Justice Department, after inves-
tigating the case and calling many of
the Green Berets before a grand jury for
questioning in July 1979, produced no in-
dictments. One reason, investigators
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said, was the lack of any Federal law
prohibiting the training of terrorists out-
side the United States by American citi-
zens. |

. Slow 10 Accept Responsibility

The Army and the intelligence agen-
cy, investigators said, have been slow to
accept responsibility for the activity of
those who were employees or former
employees when the operation began in
1977.

Anin!ormn.lm o s,
begun after ce Departm
started its investigation, ended incon-
dwv:ltg.mdmwwmneput-
ment officials. 2

Lieut. Col. Harold Isaacson, a spokes-
man for the Forces, with head-

rnm at Fort Bragg, N.C., said that
involvement of former Green Berets
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Mr Thompson conditionally accepted
lmmls'soﬂu At the sametime, he
called military counterin offi-

picked the sn:m-amm1

| recrul Ihcy
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keep cooperating,” he said.

On the day of the meeting, the coun-
Thompson. Bem “m&.:mu;
‘We've checked this to the top and it's
legal and aboveboard. You'can it
as you desire.” ” Satisfied that he was

with a Government operation,
he , he went to the meeting.
Says He Was in Deep Cover

Mrl.misnndaw:ahlngmlawyer
the account by Mr. Thompson contin-
ued, escorted Mr. Thompson and three
recently retired Green Berets to his

room. After turning up the volume on
the television, according to Mr. Thomp-
son, Mr. Loomis identified himself as a
Central Intelligence agent. ‘‘He said he
was with the agency and had just re-

the?uﬂ , saying that information '
be provided outside the United
States, but he did explain that the men
would receive $4,500 a month, plus bo-
nuses. He told them to fly to Washington
several days later he gave each
man several $100 bills.

Investigators later determined that
Mr. Loomis hm:nappmched Mr.
Thompson shortly after dismissed
from the C.LA. for hel Mr. Wilson
obtain explosive timers 5

After the meeting, Mr. Thompson said
he again called the counterintelligence
oﬁceatFortan%}Bemldthimﬁofm
plansto to Washington and to go
abroad there, ‘“They said myﬁ_o
ahmd," recalled Mr. Thompson,

uutad,andmmled,
aspectalleavebyh!scommanding

description
man who would meet them at the Zurich
airport. “We were told to stay in the in-

ternational zone and not to go through
cmmm.s in Zurich," Mr. Thompson
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rect action mission.”
The man waiting in Zurich was identi-

Mr. Thompson ran through a list of

ﬁedusMr Wilsm.Aharintmductim,l

son said, because neitner party was

likel to walk away from the project. “If
you'd kill me,” Mr. Thompson

saidanr Wllsunhadasserted,'md

_lfyauwelsh,l'llkﬂlyou.

Mr. Wilson was reported to have said
the pa twmﬂdbeﬂ.ﬁﬂﬂpermonm.

' payab. any currency the men want-

ed. He a.l.}ouﬂecmdmaetnpswissbank
accounts orthumm,accordlngm!"ed—.
eral investigators,

From Zurich, the four mien flew to
Tripoli, Mr. Thompson said, where they
were greeted by a representative from
the Delex Intnmaumal‘Cmmﬂim,
Virginia company owned by
They were escorted out ol the

continues, and taken to a military com-
pound where they met the chief of

intelligence,
_“He wanted to know if we em;ld sup-

eral key questions,” he said. “‘I wanted
to know who y we were working
for, what the terms of our contract
would be, what arrangements had been
mdaforbea.lt.hmm.mdwm
and evasion plans had been prepared.”
According to Mr. Thom , Mr. Wil
son told the men they be
for him. He didnmdabornm.m
told them they would be going to Libya
where should make themselves

they
“md.l.;r.;;nhle.“ Mr. Thompson said
that assumed that Mr. Wilson's-
through e

No contract was necessary, Mr. Wil-
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plyagasthatwuu.ldsubdue&ﬂﬂmm for
several hours in a desert environment,”
Mr. Thompson said. **We told him that
there was no such agent. He then wanted
to know all about the principles of land
warfare, things like vertical envel
menlandtheelementxolsurprlae iz
When the session ended, the formcr
sergeant said, the Americans
driven to the Beach Hotel, where Doug-
1as M. Schiacter, a friend and business -
associate of Mr. Wilson, told them to
relax. Mr. SchlamerlslmdaerFedaralm- :
vestigationon charges of involvement in
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‘l‘heySeeExpluhuubnnmry
About a week after their arrival in
Tripoli, in the first week in August, Mr.
Thompson said, the Americans were
taken to a palace outside Tripoli where |
theymshownnnexplmimlabomto-:

ofAmedcemwithexpmﬁsem
sivesandhadtakmthemwl‘ripo

manufacture: terrorist bombs. The in-
vestigation of this tion led to the
indictment of Mr. W' andtwoothers
e g .

er the explosives Mr..

Thompson saitg!.dhe and and his col-
leagues were r.opmpamatmimng
course for Libyan commandos. .
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Requests for Supplies
While he was so, he said, sev-
eral arrived from Tripoli for

T R T TR sy

e s



