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The exCLA sman poured his
suhithy e of coffee and {it his 11th
ret. e siared out the open

wndmy into the guiet blackness of
a Coacord Sunday uight. The other
ex-CIA person <at at the dining
table and Jeoked irail and nervons.
" She was his wife.
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I They were taiking shout what

! jife & like for a CIA couple. It

! wasn't long before they got into the
bad parts. He made a face as if ali

" the dirty Hitle secreis weve a
stinking rose opening iu front of his
noese. )

{*  He had been a CIA finance
' .officer for nine years, she a secre-
{""tary to spies. They served together
“in Tokyo, Washington, D.C., and
| Miami. Between them they saw
J:_ enough to make them want out.
They were toid nat to talk, but they
‘.. knew that, someday, they would.
i They held their tongues for more
than ten years. 'They were afraid.
Now, the silence of a \hcusmd
sleepless nights is over.
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Suaday, in their wodest Con-
eord home. they took (ke unsettiing

. glas; iato the never rver world of
the CIA.

The place they described wasa
-+ topsy-turvy land where old-fash-
ioned values are desizoysd in the
name of saving
place of sernail hlackmatl, hetray-
cing friends wnieussuicg psycho-
,- paths and horabing with mob-
' 1 sters, of pseud s and crypto-
v wyms, dracikards and cipof! artists,
| dirty money and lirty tricks and

rup-amok assassins, A I
_error and folty wers bel seered in
i the almighty name of vecreey. One
477 assassin amoni tigse Tun 2ok was
Lee Harvey Govoabl whe aceoiding
to the former LA money aan, was
iv the pay of te C1A
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“It wis
the Tokyo i
workea (o the sgency,”

roununion knowledge in
A station that Oswald
i he said.

his wife said.
President was
Tonyo station
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semdering how the
i w:ms e o able 1o keep
(i i en Oswoid B ] guess they

-.‘|<1

SRR e e

journey back througl the {ocking '

them, a perverse -

iaw where |

our Osweald -

I ¢ ouple Talks About

Oswald and the CIA

. did,” she Sald

. The fcrmer (‘L\ tinance officer
is Jim Wilcott. His wife's name is

Elsie.
Wileott testified behind closed

doors before the House Select
Committee on Assassinations last
March.

He said the commmee had
asked him not to discuss his testi-
mony, but it was learned from
sources in Washiugton that he told
the committee the CIA's role in
Kennedy’s assassination extended
beyond covering up Oswald's em-
ployment to the involvement of
other CIA employees in a conspxra-
¢y to kill the President.

Ke testified that he overheard
CIA agents say “agency people” had
Kennedy murdered because the
President had reneged on a “secret
agreement” with former CIA direc-
tor Allen Dulles to militarily sup-
port the CIA-backed 1961 invasion
of Cuba.

.. “CIA people killed Kennedy,”

Ry

Wilcott was reported by a commit-
tee source to have told the commit-
tee. Wilcott provided a list of names
of CIA officials in Tokyo, at the
time who he said could support his
testimony.

ClA officials in Washington
could not be reached last night to
comment on their former employ-
ce’s allegatiouns.
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The Wilcotts were recruited by

‘the CIA as a hushand and wife team

in the late 1950s, shortly after they
were married.

“We were a two-for-one deal.”
he says. There is weary bitterness
in his voice. -

“We didn't even know what
CIA was all about when we went ta
work for them,” he said. They
found out soon enough. During her
polygraph test for security clear-

. ance, the CIA interrogator asked

Elsie, who had growa up on a farm,

. one of those standard polygraph

S Wilcott
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"CIA people

killed

Kennedy, he
repertedly:

told ﬁ“g
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; ; ; and to mmtmc personalities
o _ the "‘CIA plotted to release from
(l'_!mesmm mg SVOT MALSRX oy ione se mental hosphals and
- vith e s flaBber- o0 oo Viet Cong to pillage South

gasted. “Why, we didu't.eves. Vietnamese' villages, thereby: turn-
thies of our allies

oftices ‘keep paper clips. It was

generally uved -- along with e jho Wileotts ol the Cubane wis

ﬁﬂﬂ e(iif ;‘&“ace::le cash' WReott ueh the same «s the story ebon
— coax Japanese Toyyo —- bribes. blackmail, sy

journalista, laboe leaders, intelloc- cgan for gangs of ‘weilfed sabo

tuals and other opinfon molders 10 o,rq  assassination plots against

see things the CIA way. “The {uqiro and that old CYA stardhy,

“I began to get the kmpression

J that there were a Jot of weirdosin

thi:lt. organization,” Jim Wiicott
said. ' .

the Tokyo station — he wag there
from 1630 w0 1984 — incladed
handing out upward of $4 million a
month in unmarked bills of various
currencies for the station’s dirty
. * Wieott said the CIA had a
phobia about fresh exirrsuncy — the

{ Ry . M. money the
e e ety i used
‘ o mbl&‘l,! Wén.e-
mistale of bringtng

B the e ' Wilcott
on thie fioor and take oft thelr shoes
and jump up and ‘dowa on it tike
butten-down collared grape crush-
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ot m.u:;wwncm hended out
“wad @ity in hore wiys than one.
WEcet said he Mm‘fmm ather
CIA. sgents that seme ol his cash
anded up in the hands of members
of . ihe 'gamnue

W
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of the
: performed unmentions- po...
1 bie servyices for the Tokyo station, -

* * x

. Wilcoti’s terminal disillusion-
ment with the CIA began when he
5 drafted into a “black opera-
tion” to entrap a friend into becom-

-ing a double agent. His friend, was

Peter Dadier, who he said was a
of -Valdimir Dedyer, the
v patriot and biographer of

Peter worked in the Yugosia-
vian embassy in Tokyo in a finan-

wmorning cial post. “They’ met while taking

Japanese lessons and would go out
for a drink wogether after class. CIA
regujations tequire that an employ-

" emust veport any such contacts

B

any foreign nattonals ‘ and,

 when Wilcott did, the agency decid-

ed

that he should “set up” his

T

The operation took nine
mogﬁ: ani 2 mli)ol: ahmount
of CIA cishi, which etation higher-
ps kept urging Wilcott to lavish on
Yugoslav. “The idea was to ‘get
on the hook’ — get him used to
lige;” Wileott said. At one
. it. was decided that Wilcott
“get him involved with
women.” The master plotter for
thils was Elle Wilcott's boes, a spy
named Dennis, who was head of the
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ber that her husband
up:in a compromising
situation with another woman but
that he would only be doing the
deed for the good of her country.
This did not serve to stir the fires of
her patriothun.,

“Mhe CIA was always terribie ha

tp women — phrticularly the wives
&t agents,” Elgie Wilcol spid. “The
ggency was doth snobbish and
7! Eveohully Wiicott was told
that be was being “phased out” and
& persomoplled & “recruitiment
agent” waebeing “cut in” to bribe
or bincionail-the:. Yugeslav into
spying ot k% swn-country. Wileott
was told pever-to see hiy friend
again. He doesa’t know what hap-
pened e’ - he doesnt even
know i B did’'s guod enough job
corrupting his friend American-
style ta .make him turs - teaitor.
Om.:'v,, hen Ae azked ahout Poter

D%‘ oot wes -4aid that b
had “no.aped b0 know.” . °

station controlled every aspect of (. Matia.

Japanese society,” Wilcott said.
This CIA bounty .of liquor was
readily available to the agents, at
prices amoumting to nothing. A C1A
employee could pick up a bottle of

‘White Horse scotch selling for $12.

in Tokyo for 75 cents at the office.
Double martinis at military clubs
frequented by the CIA were a
nickel. At those prices you almost
couldn’t afford not to drink,” he
said. -

1t was during these after-hours
drinking sessions with other CIA
men that Wilcott became aware of
the nature of many secret CIA
operations normaily hidden by
cryptonyms. “The netd to know
principle often went to hell at a
bar,” he said. One of the CIA
aperations he learned about in-
volved Lee Harvey Oswald. ~

The ‘day Kennedy was shot
there was rejoicing in the Tokyo
CIA station, Wilcott recalls. Most of
the agents were not, like himself,
“Kennedy liberals,” but rather de-
spised the Cawnelot president for
not sending the military in to
rescue the CIA bunglers at the Bay
of Pigs. The station was abuzz about
Oswald aad, when Wilcott ex-

- pressed dishele! at the talk that

Oswald was & CIA employee, a case

i officer told hiin: “Well, Jim, so and

8o, right gqver there, drew an
advance from you for Oswald ua-
dgr a cryptq_" L R -

In the months to coime, he was
to hear constapt references o the
station’s earlier work on “the. Os-
wald project.” Wileott said Oswald
d been trained for his trip to
Russia at Atsugi Naval Air Statioa,
a plush supersecret cover base for
the Tokyo CIA stations “spegial
operations.” Wilcott says he no
longer recalls the names of the CIA
agents involved. He aiso didn't take
notes back then, he says. He wasn’t
planning on expesing the CIA. The
details be remambers have the ring
of the authentic.

The Cuban government invited
Kisie and Jim Wilcott to Havana
fast month 10 testify before 2 “CIA
tritunal” the Cubans had organized
a8 the high point of a world youth
fostival. The furmer CIA couple
went. It was the first time efther of
them had been to a socialist coun-
fry.

"he Cubans were understand-
ably curious about the couple’s
experiences in the ClA’s Miami
statim, which earried ont a fui-
teal: seeret war against Cubw
throaghout the '60s. The ClA story

The Wilcotts are not vour
classic whistleblowers. They are
among that select handful of
former CIA employees whe have
spoken on the record about compa-
ny business, but they have not
hustled a forum or written a book.
They waited a decade 1o tell the
House investigators what they
knew about Oswald. They are not
eager to be on television and Elsie
Wilcott declined to have her pic-
ture taken. They prefer the anoc-
nymity of Concord, where they
have lived for several years.

Jim Wilcott said he had- lost
several accounting jobs “uygder
very strange circwmstances” since
he ieft the CIA in the late '80s, The
agency is not beyond retribution,
he says. He is still, frankly, nervous.
The Wilcotts are the first forfner
CIA .couple 1o go public. They
decided to tell what they know, i
for no nobler reason, to sleep better
nights.. -

Wilcott is going to do  soms
work “developing information’
with Philip Agee, the former Ci2
agent turned author and anti-Cly
crusader. But Wilcott says he wil
‘ot take a dime for anything B
writes concerning the CIA.

1 don’t want people to thini
I'm doing this for the money,” A
{he man who used to write check
for the CIA. : -
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