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The quality of food in Peking

and other down-to-earth things

4 PEKING — Relore tackling graver,

" subjeets, it is irresistible to olfer a

few trifles of experience in this taicinat-
! ing cily, After all, the mere’ dust of daily
i lie plays a gmat role i u;nyunes tor.al

sirg

urge, is
_matler. \Judging by Ibq Hayiet Union, 1
had always supposed that xood cooking
. was one of the first victims of every
: .re-voluuon. dlong with: ﬁ‘ulsgd !mdlords
and feudalist exploiters. But: this is far'.

{ Imm true m China
P “To be sure, 1he one resiaurﬂ
| equlvalem of French Eaille cuisine—has

" been temporacily closed for the excava-

J tion of another vast air raid shelter. But

1 * 4 Peking has an amazing wealth of “popu- .

Jar” restaurants. And in these. you eat
~rather better than you can in the best of
ﬂ\e New York esinhlishmenls where §25
m 18 a normal charge for lunch-

Mhﬂ\wﬁphmsuodd for they
m gennlnely popular—absolutely

g

3

riess, geniality and Wﬂfiﬂ bustle are
the main notes. The new shops are am- -
ply stocked with good, simole, usefil
things. People eal ‘weil and fook vusy-
i cheeked in the diamond air, though they
‘ live and work hard, Maybe the “‘mass
line"* has been relaxed in recent months

"

fers the old palace cooking—the (}hlnesp.:

in faver of the natural Chinese joy in
life. All this bas heen a grest surprise,

The fumous beauty of old Peking has
been largely lost e pew city, und
one may as well be honest; Architecture
has not survived the Chingse sevolution
as well as conkery, ’\cr there. are ronso-
lations. ~

'The palacés af m F‘»f.-rb:ddgn Cat)

have been adim rr:m]y preserved from im-

“mnent decay, for sxample And i s

hard to think of any ather arehitestura¥
'emﬁplex irt the whiate ‘umm Pl *tm&!m
this boe - {or richiess; grandﬂng orfoes
tion of propoviion and grder. deiignt #ad
‘happy surprise, all’ mdhutenallv t@i&-
blmd b

P .1..-"-'.‘ Vi

the our prn;,rnm Was | bemg #ﬂleﬂ.'

my wife and 1 hteeally passed days i
the Forbidden City, mainly with great

Chiniese scholars of cnormous’ charm and -
infinite pativnce  Some of these wsita, i
have hai their drawbacks. 1k seemg o

huge “2nd superh. collection

Chinese bronzes in rooms of the appmai-'

mate (emperature of a gale«sm'nt dcep
freaze:

mausetim's - finest ancient pietures, with

E'en the mlf;hty Alsop hath
fallen.

This is really some-
thing. He came aboard

the Gripsholm in July, 1942,
just out of Japanese intern—
ment camp at ilong Kong,
where he had been some sort
of a running dog for
Chennault. Even a bit
gtarved, he was still the
classic Hastern establishment,
‘Wasp frump, a snob, and
thoroughly rude and ob-

wnoxious. One look was

. enough to tell you that

‘here was one of those

,'v1rtually fictional

‘characters incapable of
Smiling or experiencing
human ‘emotion.

!I don't think he's ever

een in North China before,s- 4
: W» like Rusk apparently

“had no experience outside
‘thexchungklng crooks with

wJWhom Chennault was deallng.

Ofhers have becn pure plcasm like“k 35!
heing shown a -selection of the paluc-f»

ample time 1o learn froni the wise con- (& j_: ]

noisseureurstor. Overall one gets ihe

somewhat bewildering impression H:at‘”

the maost passionate and careful a
is now paid to China's majestic pasf.k
with the mast astonishing results: too.

One of many discoveries as yel. una' Ly

known abroad. for instance, 1 the tomb

of a northweslt frontier commander of the . '

2nd century A D. The general was clear-

Iy a horse lover. for He arranged to be !
" buried with bronzes of sl his horses—the
~ harses of his guard, his chariot and ckr-

riage horses, and s own special mounts :

of the “'bleod-sweating” breed from Cen-
tral Asia, Nothing like these bronze tomb
figures has ever been seen, and they are
also marvels u!‘ beauw ¢

The truth is, 1 keep thinking nervously
of all the woolly minded Westerners whi
made such fools of themselves in Russi
in the cruel 30s. For it may as well b
faced, my wife and [ have been having

_glorious time



