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Snepp Seeks Permlssmn

To Pubhsh Two Artlcles

o By Jane-Seaberry ‘
' . Washinston Post Staff Writer
' Former Central Intelligence Agency
. agent Frank W. Snepp III has asked a
federal judge to stay his order re-
stricting what Snepp can write about
the CIA and allow him to publish an
essay on government officials and a
romantic short story about a CIA
agent in Saigon.
~ Last July, after a two-day hearing
on the publication of “Decent Inter-
val,” Snepp’s unauthorized account of
CIA operations in Vietnam, U.S. Dis-
- trlet Court Judge Oren R. Lewis ruled
that Snepp could not write anything
-about -the CIA without prior agency
review.

Yesterday Snepp sald l.n 2 three-
page affidavit that the ruling prohib-
its him from submitting to twe. ha-
tional magazines two recently com-
pleted ‘articles’ touching on his exper-
iences as a CIA officer in Vietnam.
Snepp-has asked that_the ‘judge stay
-his order pending appeal of ruling so
that he can continue hx.s new- found ca-
reer as a writer.

Snepp claims Lewis’ ruling is over-

broad concerning the two articles and

that_neither contains classified infor-
mation. During Snepp’s trial, the gov-
ernment never contended that his
book contained .classified material.
But Lewis said that “Snepp is not the
judge of what portions, if any, of

'CIA’s intelligence may be made pub-

He.” L
According to Snepp’s affidavit, last
Thursday he completed an essay that
“is a reflection on how government of-
ficials compromise their personal be-
liefs and [views in order to stay in step
with official policies and perceptions
of eventy. The essay includes a num-
ber of vignettes concerning State De-
partmenf officials whom I knew in Vi
etnam while serving with the CIA.”
The essay “also mcludes reflection

nt right to practice my cho-
on,” Snepp said in the afe
refuses to grant a stay,
Snepp’s- lawyers will ask that the or-

der be lifted concerning just the two
articles, according to court papers.




