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T
he C

arter adm
inistration w

ill test 
the validity of the secrecy oaths its in-
tellig

en
ce a

g
en

ts sig
n

 b
y

 filin
g

 a
 

breach-of-contract suit against F
rank 

S
n

ep
p

, th
e C

en
tra

l In
tellig

en
ce 

A
gency officer w

ho ' w
rote an unau-

thorized book on the fall of Saigon. 
A

ttorn
ey G

en
eral G

riffin
 B

. B
ell 

said yesterday that the suit w
ill proba-

bly seek to recover the m
oney Snepp 

has m
ade from

 the book, and m
ight 

also request a court order barring him
 

S
N

E
P

P
, F

rom
 A

l 
S

o
m

e o
f th

ese ag
en

ts h
av

e ex
-

p
ressed

 g
reat b

ittern
ess at th

e w
ay

 
T

urner handled the firings, and have 
• 

threatened to w
rite books. 

A
 W

hite H
ouse spokesw

om
an said 

yesterday that P
resident C

arter w
as 

not actively involved in the decision 
to go ahead w

ith the suit. 
Justice D

epartm
ent officials w

ere 

T
h

e m
a
in

 p
u

rp
o
se o

f th
e su

it, 
though, B

ell said, is to determ
ine the 

validity of the agreem
ent agents sign. 

"
If you

 en
ter in

to a w
ritten

 solem
n

 
contract and breach it, that's a serious 
m

atter" he said. 
S

n
ep

p
's b

ook
, "D

ecen
t In

terval," 
w

as p
u

b
lish

ed
 last fall w

ith
ou

t th
e 

prior review
 by the C

IA
 required by 

th
e agreem

en
t h

e sign
ed

 w
h

en
 h

e 
joined the agency. 

In the book, the 34-year-old form
er 

an
alyst, w

h
o sp

en
t five years in

 th
e 

cau
g
h
t b

y
 su

rp
rise b

y
 B

ell's co
m

-
m

ents, m
atte at a new

s conference at 
the A

m
erican B

ar A
ssociation conven-

tion in N
ew

 O
rleans, and w

ere reluc-
tan

t to
 d

iscu
ss th

e sp
ecifics o

f th
e 

suit, w
hich is not expected to be filed 

until later his w
eek. 

B
ell said

 th
at h

e d
id

 n
o

t co
n

sid
er 

th
e secrecy

 o
ath

 to
 b

e a p
rio

r re-
straint of F

irst A
m

endm
ent rights of 

freedom
 of speech. 

If S
nepp didn't w

ant to subm
it his 

book for review
, the attorney general 

said, "H
e didn't have to take the job. 

T
hat's not censorship T

here's no in-
, voluntary servitude in this country." 

If such contracts are not valid, he
' 

 
added, " W

em
ight as w

ell know
 it." 

T
he current legal precedent on the 

secrecy oath is based on a case involv-
ing another book, "T

he C
IA

 and the 
C

ult of Intelligence," by V
ictor M

ar-
chetti and John M

arks. 
In

 th
at case, th

e 4
th

 U
.S

. C
ircu

it 
C

ourt of A
ppeals upheld the govern-

m
ent's claim

 that secrecy oaths are 
co

n
stitu

tio
n
al, b

u
t restricted

 th
eir 

scope to classified m
aterial. 

T
he C

IA
 w

as perm
itted to m

ake 162 
deletions in the M

archetti-M
arks book Secrecy O

aths 
C

IA
's Saigon station, charges that m

a-
jor intelligence failures contributed to 
the hurried A

m
erican evacuation that 

deserted thousands of loyal V
ietnam

-
ese. 

C
IA

 D
irector Stansfield T

urner has 
pushed for the Justice D

epartm
ent to 

take som
e action in the case. T

he le-
gitim

acy of the secrecy oath has been 
an especially sensitive one at the C

IA
 

because of the recent term
ination of 

som
e 000 agen

ts from
 th

e agen
cy's 

clandestine service. 
See SN

E
P

P
, A

5, C
ol. 1 

a
fte

r it 
got a restrain

in
g 

order  
stopping publication for the required 
review

. 
A

 C
IA

 spokesm
an said yesterday 

that the agency had not yet com
pleted 

its p
o
st-p

u
b
licatio

n
 rev

iew
 o

f th
e 

S
n
ep

p
 b

o
o
k
 to

 d
eterm

in
e w

h
eth

ter 
classified m

aterial w
as included. 

T
hus it is possible that the Justice 

D
epartm

ent suit against S
nepp m

ay 
sid

estep
 alto

g
eth

ter th
e issu

e o
f 

w
hether he divulged confidential m

a-
teriaL

 
S

nepp said in a telephone interview
 

yesterday that h
e thought a court test 

of the issue w
ould be useful. H

e re-
peated his contention that he didn't 
feel bound by the. secrecy agreem

ent 
because other C

IA
 officials, incicding 

form
er director W

illiam
 E

. C
olby, had 

leaked their versions of events in the 
closing days of V

ietnam
 to selected 

reporters. 
. "S

ecrecy has to apply to all of us or 
none," he said. "It is not divisible. I 
w

as just doing w
hat they had done for 

their ow
n political purposes." 

S
nepp said he believed in the need 

for secrecy. "It is very im
portant, the 

pillar on w
hich the agency exists." 

B
ut he said he had asked w

hethter 
the C

IA
 w

as involved in assassination 
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...'"that's a serious m
atter" 

p
lots b

efore h
e sign

ed
 th

e secrecy 
oath. "T

hey said no, and I signed. I 
thought I w

as joining an honorable ,  
organization. B

ut I didn't sign aw
ay 

m
y

 rig
h

ts to
 p

ro
tect th

in
g

s ab
o

u
t 

w
hich I knew

 nothing. 
"W

hat kind of contract is valid if 
they lie to you about the term

s?" 
S

nepp said he still contends that he 
did not divulge C

IA
 sources or m

eth-
ods in his book. 


