
lack A
nderson 

yok 41N
th 

G
eorge (A

gent 711) W
as 

ton, and O
thers 

—
T

he full history of the U
nited States, 

given the secretiveness or governm
ent 

O
fficials, has never been told. M

any of 
the nation's m

ost fascinating historical 
docum

ents are still classified, under lock 
in an unusual library—

the "H
istorical In-

telligence C
ollection," m

aintained by the 
C

entral Intelligence A
gency. 

T
he hoary docum

ents, som
e of w

hich 
date back nearly 200 years, are availa-
b

le to p
rop

erly cleared
 research

ers 
w

ho w
ant to dress up their learned re-

parts. B
ut not, a w

hisper of this c_lassi• 
fled history is released to the public- It 
ap

p
ears on

ly in
 "

S
tu

d
ies in

 In
tel li-

R
enee." a secret in-house C

IA
 journal 

published on an irregular basis. 
_T

h
ere's a lin

gerin
g su

sp
icion

 th
at 

m
any of the docum

ents in the collec-
tion are copies of publicly available m

a-
terial in the N

ational A
rchives. B

ut the 
C

IA
 still w

on't' let anyone look at the 
stuff w

ithout security clearance. 
-L

ifting the agency's veil of secrecy a 
ndllim

eter or tw
o, a C

IA
 spokesm

an ac-
know

ledged that the library does exist. 
B

ut he absolutely refused to let m
y as-

sociate D
ale V

an
 A

tta see an
y of th

e 
m

em
orab

ilia in
 th

e collection
. N

or 
w

ould tile official perm
it an interview

 
w

ith the curator or anyone connected 
W

ith the library. 
L

 M
ut absurdity of th

e C
IA

's obsessiva 

secrecy can best be Slh,nlrated by citing 
exam

ples of the library's m
aterial, w

hich 
I obtained from

 unofficial sources. 
O

ne choice item
 is a note dated M

ay 
27, 1793, from

 therkSecretary of State 
T

hom
as Jefferson to a fellow

 V
irginian, 

Jam
es M

adison, w
ho w

as serving in the 
H

ou
se of R

ep
resen

tatives. Jefferson
 

w
anted to recruit a spy to operate in the 

E
renchow

nedterritory of L
ouisiana. 

"W
e w

ant an intelligent and prudent 
native," he w

rote, "w
ho w

ill go to reside 
in N

ew
 O

rleans as a secret correspond-
ent for 1,000 dollars a year. H

e m
ight do 

a little business, m
erely to cover his real 

office. D
o point out such a one." 

Jefferson then added a telling obser-
vation

 on
 th

e resid
en

ts of h
is n

ative 
state. "V

irginia," he w
rote, "ought to 

offer m
ore loungers equal to this, and 

ready for it, than any other state." 
A

nother docum
ent is an agency his-

torian's chronicle of P
resident F

rank-
lin Pierce's opposition to a 19th-century 
B

ay of Pigs operation. W
hen he w

as in-
augurated in 1853, "Pierce hoped—

like 
m

any A
m

ericans—
that the C

uban peo-
ple w

ould revolt and, like T
exas, seek 

ad
m

ission
 to th

e U
n

ion
 as a state, 

[though] political reality dictated other-
w

ise," the researcher w
rote. "A

cquisi-
tion of C

uba from
 Spain, he decided, 

talittb
e by peaceahlem

eans,il 
Ae 	

.1%.1 

T
he secret docum

ent continues: "O
ne 

problem
 facing P

ierce w
as a filibuster-

ing expedition against C
uba by his old 

w
artim

e colleague, B
rig. G

en. John A
n-

thony Q
uitm

an. Q
uitm

an, w
orking w

ith 
a C

uban junta, sought to 'free C
uba' 

P
ierce opted to disclose intelligence to 

Q
uitm

an in an effort to discourage the 
m

ove." A
n unclassified P

ierce biogra-
phy discloses that Q

uitm
an w

as show
n 

the intelligence report on C
uban forti-

fications, "realized that he could not 
succeed, and quit." 

O
ther m

aterial in the C
IA

 library in. 
eludes an account of secret codes and 
ciphers used in the R

evolutionary W
ar. 

P
resum

ably th
e cod

es are n
ot still in

 
use at the P

entagon, but the spy agency 
keeps them

 locked up anyw
ay. 

Joh
n

 Jay, w
h

o w
ou

ld
 b

ecom
e th

e 
first chief justice of the U

nited States, 
w

as the rebels' chief of counterintelli-
gen

ce. A
s su

ch
, th

e secret research
 

show
s, he "devised a code w

hich used a 
dictionary as a code book, and a sim

ple 
substitution chart for nam

es and w
ords 

not in the dictionary." 
A

nother prom
inent Founding Father, 

R
obert M

orris, devised a different code. 
H

e w
as a m

em
ber of both the C

om
m

ittee 
of Secret C

orrespondence (foreign intel- 
ligen

ce) an
d

 th
e S

ecret C
om

m
ittee 

L
am

a procurem
ent) of the C

ontinental 

C
ongress. M

orris' code w
as to be used in 

com
m

unicating w
ith the com

m
ander in 

chief, G
eorge W

ashington, also know
n as 

"711." O
ne exam

ple is a m
essage from

 
A

b
rah

am
 W

ood
h

u
ll ("722") to 711: 

"D
qpeu B

eyocpu [Jonas H
aw

kins] agree- 
able to 28 [recruitm

ent] 	
" 

T
he secret history reports that Jam

es 
L

ovell, w
ho w

as the Secret C
om

m
ittee's 

cryptographer for com
m

unications w
ith 

its agents abroad, w
as arrested and im

-
prisoned by the B

ritish as a suspected 
spy after the B

attle of B
unker H

ill. T
he 

nonpareil cryptographer of the R
evolu-

tion, how
ever, w

as C
harles D

um
as, w

ho 
operated at the H

ague. H
is code, the C

IA
 

researcher notes, "w
as pronounced un-

breakable by the B
ritish, w

ho intercept-
ed som

e of his dispatches." 
O

ne vignette the C
IA

 evidently fears 
th

e S
oviets m

igh
t u

se to u
n

d
erm

in
e 

F
ranco-A

m
erican relations concerns 

the M
arquis de L

afayette's self-con-
fessed difficulty w

ith secret codes. In 
th

e p
ostscrip

t of a m
essage to th

e 
com

te d'E
staing, the young noblem

an 
w

rote: "I beg you to excuse the aw
k-

w
ardness and the bad construction of 

m
y ciphers; I am

 very new
 at this busi-

ness, and I fear I have m
ade them

 as 
unintelligible to you as they w

ould be 
toX

y L
ord H

ow
e." 	
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