
C
IA

's openness called a 'm
yth' 

U
K

 professor says 
review

 unit 'used' 
B

y T
IM

 W
E

IN
E

R
 

T
he N

ew
 Y

ork T
im

es 

W
A

S
H

IN
G

T
O

N
 —

 T
h
e C

IA
's 

y
ears-o

ld
 p

ro
m

ises to
 release rec-

ords on its m
ost fam

ous covert op-
erations of the C

old W
ar are m

erely 
"a b

rillian
t p

u
b
lic relatio

n
s sn

o
w

 
jo

b
" a

n
d
 "a

 c
a
re

fu
lly

 n
u
rtu

re
d
 

m
yth," says a historian w

ho helped  

declassify C
IA

 docum
ents for six 

years. 
T

he historian, G
eorge H

erring, a 
professor at the U

niversity of K
en-

tucky, w
rote in a new

sletter that he 
believes he and other m

em
bers of 

th
e d

eclassificatio
n

 g
ro

u
p

 w
ere 

"used" to create the im
pression the 

agency w
as serious about fulfilling 

prom
ises of openness m

ade since 
1992 by three successive C

IA
 direc-

tors. 
H

erring served on the H
istorical 

R
eview

 P
anel from

 its inception in 
1
9
9
0
 u

n
til 1

9
9
6
. B

u
t in

 th
e M

ay
  new

sletter of the O
rganization of 

A
m

erican H
istorians, and in a sub-

sequent interview
, he m

aintained 
th

at little h
ad

 ch
an

g
ed

 in
 th

e fiv
e 

years since then-C
IA

 D
irector R

ob-
ert G

ates said in a speech that "the 
results of our histoncal review

 pro-
gram

 have been quite m
eager. T

he 
consequences of low

 priority, few
 

resources and rigid agency policies 
and procedures heavily biased to- 
w

ard denial of deck&
ificatiO

n."y- 	
- 

See U
K

 
Page 10, col. 1, this section 
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U
K

 historian says C
IA

's openness is a m
yth 

D
eclassification

 w
as "

excru
ciatin

gly slow
, 

a
n

d
 th

e v
o

lu
m

e o
f d

o
cu

m
en

ts relea
sed

 
certain

ly d
id

 n
ot live u

p
 to ou

r exp
ectation

s 
o
f th

e m
ea

n
in

g
 o

f o
p

en
n

ess."
 

U
K

 professor G
eorge H

erring 
w

ho served on the H
istorical R

eview
 P

anel 

C
ontinued from

 P
age O

ne 

G
ates said

 th
en

 th
at th

e ag
en

cy
's 

files on its three m
ost fam

ous C
old-

W
ar co

v
ert o

p
eratio

n
s —

 th
e 1

9
6

1
 

B
ay of P

igs fiasco in C
uba. the coup 

ag
ain

st th
e elected

 g
o
v
ern

m
en

t o
f 

G
uatem

ala in 1954 and the 1953 coup 
th

a
t in

sta
lle

d
 th

e
 sh

a
h
 o

f Ira
n
 -

w
ould be released in the not-too-dis-

tant future. 

B
U

T
 N

O
N

E
 of the files have been 

m
ade public, although a C

IA
 official 

said M
onday that a portion of those 

on the G
uatem

ala operation w
ould be 

released in a m
atter of days. 

N
o
r h

as th
e ag

en
cy

 fu
lfilled

 a 
prom

ise m
ade in S

eptem
ber 1993 by 

G
ates' su

ccesso
r, Jam

es W
o
o
lsey

, 
w

h
o

 p
le

d
g

e
d

 to
 o

p
e
n

 re
c
o

rd
s -

w
arts an

d
 all —

 n
o
t o

n
ly

 o
n
 th

o
se 

th
ree o

p
eratio

n
s b

u
t also

 o
n

 eig
h

t 
others, including m

issions in Indone-
sia. L

aos and T
ibet. 

"T
h
ere are p

eo
p
le in

 th
e ag

en
cy

 
w

h
o
 w

o
u
ld

 lik
e to

 liv
e u

p
 to

 th
o

se 
p

ro
m

ises. b
u

t th
ey

 d
o

n
't h

av
e th

e 
clo

u
t o

r th
e w

h
erew

ith
al to

 d
o
 so

," 
said H

erring, w
ho called his experi-

ence "enorm
ously frustrating." 

H
erring said declassification as a 

w
hole had been "excruciatingly slow

, 
an

d
 th

e v
o
lu

m
e o

f d
o
cu

m
en

ts re-
leased certainly did not live up to our 
expectations of the m

eaning of open-
ness." 

T
he panel, w

hich "m
et at the w

him
 

o
f th

e ag
en

cy
," d

id
 n

o
t m

eet at all 
betw

een A
ugust 1990 and June 1994.  

h
e said

. an
d
 w

as "u
sed

 as w
in

d
o
w

 
d
ressin

g
" to

 en
h
an

ce th
e C

IA
's im

-
age. 

"T
he agency had done such a bril-

lian
t p

u
b

lic relatio
n

s sn
o

w
 jo

b
," h

e 
said, that it convinced m

any histori-
ans that it really w

as "m
oving tow

ard 
openness, a carefully nurtured m

yth 
that w

as not at all easy for m
e to dis-

pel." 

IN
 R

E
S

P
O

N
S

E
, B

rian L
atell, di-

recto
r o

f th
e C

IA
's C

en
ter fo

r th
e 

S
tudy of Intelligence, said in an inter-

view
 M

onday that som
e, although not 

all, o
f th

e G
u

atem
ala files w

o
u

ld
 

shortly be m
ade public at the N

ation-
al A

rchives. S
om

e 1,400 pages of C
IA

 
operational records —

 the first con-
cern

in
g

 a co
v

ert o
p

eratio
n

 th
at th

e 
ag

en
cy

 h
as ev

er v
o

lu
n

tarily
 m

ad
e 

p
u
b
lic —

 are to
 b

e m
ad

e av
ailab

le, 
along w

ith 300 tapes of propaganda 
broadcasts that w

ere never classified 
to begin w

ith. 

L
atell, w

ho oversees the declassifi-
c
a
tio

n
 o

f re
c
o

rd
s a

n
d

 p
u

b
lish

e
s  scholarly historical papers under the 

C
IA

's auspices, said the agency w
as 

"v
ery

 sen
o
u
s ab

o
u
t o

p
en

n
ess" b

u
t 

had to be m
eticulous in releasing old 

secrets. 

"T
h
is is v

ery
 ch

allen
g
in

g
 w

o
rk

," 
he said. "W

e have to be painstaking. 
W

e h
av

e to
 h

av
e d

o
u
b
le an

d
 trip

le 
ch

eck
s to

 b
e ab

so
lu

tely
 certain

 w
e 

a
re

 n
o

t c
o

m
p

ro
m

isin
g

 v
a
lu

a
b

le
 

sources and m
ethods, even w

hen the 
records are 40 or 50 years old. 

"A
n

d
 th

at's w
h

y
 it tak

es so
 lo

n
g

. 
W

e don't w
ant to release som

ething 
th

at's g
o
in

g
 to

 create a p
ro

b
lem

 fo
r 

som
e brave source. W

e can't unilater-
ally release inform

ation that w
ould 

reflect on another governm
ent. T

here 
are also

 v
ery

 co
m

p
licated

 fo
reig

n
-

policy sensitivities." 

H
E

R
R

IN
G

 N
O

T
E

D
, and C

IA
 of-

ficers confirm
ed, that the agency had 

spent a great deal of tim
e in declassi-

fication w
ork o

n
 th

e ag
en

cy
's F

o
r-

eign B
roadcast Inform

ation S
ervice, 

w
h
ich

 m
o
n
ito

rs o
v
erseas n

ew
s re- 

p
o
rts, alth

o
u
g
h
 th

o
se reco

rd
s w

ere 
never secret in the first place. 

B
ut L

atell said that in the last five 
y
ears th

e C
IA

 h
ad

 released
 ab

o
u
t 

12,000 pages of its internal records 
fo

r th
e S

tate D
ep

artm
en

t's o
fficial 

h
isto

ries, as w
ell as m

o
re th

an
 4

0
0

 
intelligence analyses on the S

oviet 
U

nion and nearly 250,000 pages per-
taining to the assassination of P

resi-
dent John F. K

ennedy. 

H
e also said that covert-operations 

files fro
m

 th
e B

ay
 o

f P
ig

s v
en

tu
re 

m
ight be released later this year. 

"W
e feel th

at w
e're fu

lfillin
g
 th

e 
o

p
en

n
ess co

m
m

itm
en

t" m
ad

e b
y

 
G

ates and his successors, L
atell said. 

H
erring, w

ho has studied U
.S

. for-
eign relations for m

ore than 30 years, 
w

as one of tw
o U

K
 history professors 

to w
in a prestigious G

uggenheim
 F

el-
low

ship last m
onth. H

e w
ill spend the 

next year w
orking on a book about 

U
.S

. fo
reig

n
 relatio

n
s fro

m
 th

e 
A

m
erican R

evolution to the present. 

H
erring cam

e to U
K

 in 1969. four 
y

ears after earn
in

g
 h

is d
o

cto
rate 

from
 the U

niversity of V
irginia_ H

e 
h
as w

ritten
 fiv

e b
o
o
k
s, in

clu
d
in

g
 

th
ree o

n
 th

e V
ietn

am
 W

ar an
d
 n

n
e 

each on U
.S

. involvem
ent in C

entral 
A

m
erica and the C

old W
ar. H

e has 
also edited the diaries of E

dw
ard R

. 
S

tettin
iu

s Jr., w
h
o
 serv

ed
 as secre-

tary of state under P
residents F

rank-
lin D

. R
oosevelt and H

arry S
. T

ru-
m

an. 


