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. SALZBURG, Austrin—From ;1060 to
1973, Martha Schneldor provided cover
for American Intalligence agents in Vien- .
-nn and -Salzburg by taking leases on,
.Apartments so (hat they could be used
. for secret mectings. She has since suf-
fered a nervous breakdown and near-
bankruplcy. Perhaps it would have hap-
pened anyway, But she helieves her life
was niined hy her involvement with the
Central Intelligence Agency.
., The agency refused for more than three

years, according to Miss Schneider, lo.

give her a reasonable scttlement on her'!

claims. Then, on Dec. Il, an associale
Beneral counsel of the C.IA., John K. :
Greaney, paid her $15,000 in cash—oné
hundred $100 bills and another one hun- °
dred $50 hills—on the understanding that
she would drop her claims and Keep quiet
about her association. 0 e

4, She decided to tell her'story dnyway,
and her account provides a glimpse into
Ahe way the C.LA. has used American
tlvilians to hide covert -activities abroad.
Most of what follows is her version, docu-
mented by her correspondence with the
agency over the last four years and by
her negotlations with the American con-
sul in Salzburg, Clifford J. Quinlan. _

i No Response to Questions’ /-

*Officials at the consulate &nd at the
embassy in Vienna, asked for their ver-
sion of the affair, said questions could
be answered only In Washington. The
New York Times submitted queries to the
C.IA, In October, after an Initial Inter-
view with Miss Schneider in the summer,
but the agency has nol responded.”
41 have stopptd lying for the C.LA.,"
sald Miss Schneider, who is now 45 years
old. She says she is prepared to accept
the conscquences of telling her story
now, . )

* Seven years agn, she hoped for a career
‘as an opera singer in Vienna, where she
was teaching piano at the American
School. She taok up offers of friends in

i Martha mn___._a_.%_,.._

the American community o help Tind an
apartment and . slowly became entangled
in espibnage, assumed identities and
cover stories; When the relationship came

.to,an end, she was left with overdue bills,

regourse to the law. , 4
<" No Hope For Career In Music

an open ended Jease, threats and little

' Today, after a nervous breakdown, she.

has no more hope bf a career [n-music.
She says that All she wants is “{o prevent
‘even pne more person from falling into
their trap headlong, as I did.""

"' Miss Schneider n!.. been living in Vien-
ma for six years when the lease on her
npartment eXpired eatly in 1969. As a
L“a:._m singer in the Vienna State Opera,
she needed to find & now home quickly,

Austria SaysWork for C.

who now teaches music at a girls’

| Y

"school _.u..mn._n_,_n__.n. in front of
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._.v- z.i York ﬁh&i-.—. Hopher .
the Salzburg Castle’ ™~

nhd, she &dys, MTE Is véry dimcult e find
a decent place in Vienna, especlally’in
the winter; so I was letting my. friends
in the American commynity know #bout
my problem.” i i3
+ ‘One night that February, she says, the
telephone, rang, and’ an. American who
said he worked : for the, Army thou
he could help. As she understood ity
arrangement ‘was that she s o:ﬁw@na
job working as a purchaser ‘fof the fill
tary post exchange system; and .would
work out -of ‘i’ apartment ﬂ_._n bmﬁ.
ment would pay for. (50l o0 T

“I found a place in summer, and move
in in December,” she sald.’ 'They, gave
me a conlract to sign, binding me’td

3

secrecy, and I asked, 'What about the!
job?

* AUshe tells 15, "THe answer was, 'There

__umgmovlsu.;.ns:_,;nuacuu_w-_.a.
we 'spmetimes have confidential no_:.mm
sations we don't want to, hold In the &
bassy. We want to use the apartment.'"}
In the intelligence business, this is known
as a safe house. DENRE: 1 |
" Cannot Recall Contract Terms B
*Miss' Schneider never got a copy" of
the contract, she says, and she cannot
remember its terms. She maintaing that
she did not became a government em-
ployee by signing it and that her embassy
contact, a reserve Foreign Service officer,
told her, "You'll never regret your associ-
ation with the United States Government,
1 You've got to trust us.”
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' Her American contaats never told her
for whom she worked and things ran
smoothly at first. They paid the rent and
they always gave notice before they came
for a visit. v

“I wasn't u:muoma to come back until
after the visits,” she says, "but somelimes
L1 did. There were long conversations with

ople in foreign languages, I think from
Eastern Europe.” .

L]

opera work took her to Salzburg for the
anpual music festival. Almost as soon as
she arrived , another American, who iden-
Aified himself as Peter Fulk —not his real
-name—took her to dinner. She was anx-
._oJm about her career, she said. .« .«
= “"We'll help ua__.. he told me,” Miss
*Schneider said, "*We help a lot of people.
[How do you think the others do it? he:
nmwﬁ dmm_:r 5 ‘- i
.| Promises of Career Recalled |
. Agaln, she went along. “They kept tel ﬂ.
ing me, we want to see you succeed,’;
Miss Schneider said. “They needed an
aparlment in Salzburg, the same as in,
~.<_u=:? So they got-me to agree to take
on the -vnz_a@m» in mn_um_.:.n E_ nnnEE_.
ne [n Yienpa. They said there'd
a flnancialris ‘me;. I'd just be
_.z..o.,wnugr._.ﬁ._.rwpn. e !
. In November 1970, she signed a lease
von Apartment 52 at Paris-Lodron-Strassg
“17. The lease, which had no fixed dura-
tion and provided for cancellation only
~after six months' notice and a court judg:

!'ment, did not say that the Government
‘would share the rent, which was about
$150 a month. ' i )
T never considered the apartment in
Salzburg as mine,” Mlss Schnelder sald.
But, she said, the responsibility for pay-
Ing the rent, furnishing the place, and
‘buylng cleaning supplies and curtains
pressed in on her and crowded out her
CRPEET.S 1 “Liil 4y 1k - - .
‘. She lost some of her piano students
in Vienna, Her jncome shrank. Her de-
pendence on her conlacls grew. Finally,
her psychic and financial states both col-
lapsed under the pressure in the autumn
of 1972 - . + | : i
“* Vlenna Apartment Lease Canceled
.1 The landlord in Vienna canceled the
lease In Seplember, just as she succeeded
in arranging a singing audition in Munich.
Without an apartment in Vienna, her

“ In the summer of 1970, Miss Schneider’s -

‘American contacts—perhaps unsettled by
the trouble she had been giving them on
the apartments—announced they would
terminate the relationship. !

.. Mids Schneider never went o the audl-
tion. She, syffered a nervous collapse.

Y hnm

Confused, still not clear what naa nay-
pened to her, she moved to the Salzburg
apartment, -but was unable to pay her
rent, which with utilities and heal came
to about $240 a month. ;
She is a precise, meticulous person with
sharp, spare features, She saved ever
document and scrap of paper that fell
into her hands during the apartment ar-
rangements. Gt . ., )
r After haying recovered, she' frled to
find iout, for,whom she'had been working
and to .get what she thought was a
reasoneble settlement of her debts.
<~ *They kept referring me to the proper

peaple,” she says, “and, refused to tell
uwu who ﬁmﬁsaﬂ.m.u.:r E_m_.m_u uw. _25..._;
she trac lown Peter. 5, real
namé at, his m_a.aa..mw muuw,m__zamn&u:. He!
m_-u since retired and 12&.3%&.:_:«._
on, * S LTI ey, TN ¢

v, Appea] to Members of Congress . '

.+ Having once lived In River Edge, NJI.,

‘'she turned, to New Jersey members of-
Congress for help. It was through them,
she said, that she learned that the Depart-
tent of State and the C.LA. wére han-'
dling her case. "

In November - 1873, the Government
mads ‘an offer:of $3,000. This was in-.
creased, after Congressional inguiries, to:
$3,300 in January 1974, Miss Schneider
said. She refused thal amount and moved ;
from Lhe fateful apartment into a one-
room flat. The Government declined to
increase its offer.. .- |

Finally she turned to the American Civil
Liberties Union and .to the press, and,
things began to happen. .

Last month Mr, Quinlan, the consul in
Salzburg,, wrote to her in longhand, "I
have news for you'at last.” He sel up
&n appolntment at the consulate for Dec.
8. and wrote to her on that day, “The
official who has come to discuss your
claim Is'Mr. John Ki Greaney, whose (itle
Is Associale General Counsel of the Cen-
ral Intelligence Agency.” a

i-Although the A.C.L.U. liad not institut-
ed a court proceeding on behalf of Miss
Schnelder, -t 'did - suggest informally to
the C.LA. in 1975 that §$15,000 was the
minimum to which she was fairly entl-
tled. Mr, ' Greaney now offered her
$15,000 as d settlement. :

+ " told Greaney," she recalled, “that
this was fine for my creditors, but what
were they going to do for me. He turned

cold and unsympathetic. I didn’t want

‘thelr  damp money, byt I was utterly
slone, So I signed the release.”

* The'release, on consulale slationery,
was witnessed by Mr. Quinlan. It rea
88 _fOlIOWS: jiprsanlt st b Foee o

“[, Martha Schneider, hereby acknowl-
edge receipt this day from the United
States Government the sum of fifleen
thousand dollars ($15,000) in full settle-
ment of all obligations, claims or other
indehtedness accruing to me arising out
of, in connection with, or related to my
relationship with the United States Gov-
ernment from July 1969 to the termina-
tion of that relationship effective 30
March 1973, T further -._m_da that part of
my consideration for this settlement is'
to keep secret my former relationship,
with the United States Government."! - .

Miss Schneider teaches music at & girls’
school in.Salzburg now, She is npl sure
of hernextstep. il Ed o

I wanted to returr {0 a normal life,"
-she says, still with a trace of the illusion
that led her into the arrangement in 1968,
[ wanted to be, restored to my music,
to my piano.” It lies in storage in Vienna
now, with a cracked sounding ‘board.. She
keeps a color slide of jt .__.‘.E._..._u...m‘.nacs
apartment in Salzburg. .. " o0 o -

Miss Schneider’s Appeals Traced
. Epetial 1b THe New York Times ' £ 1

WASHINGTON, Dec. 30—According to
Congressional staff aides, Martha Schnei-
der appealed to New Jersey’s two senators
and the representative of her home dis-
trict for almost lwo years with requests
for assistance in her case against the Cen-
tral Intelligence >mn=3.. , .

“We have a file two inches thick ‘on
her, starting in January 1974," ..mmr_ an
aide to Senator Harrison A. Williams Jr.,
the New Jersey Democrat. An aide to
Clifford P, Case, the Republican, sald his
Schneider file was “an Inch thfcle” she
also corresponded with Representative
Henry Helstoski. . . V! '

The aldes said they had made numerous
inquiries on her behalf at the State De-
partment. They described her, language
&s “intemperate” any "rude.”

Jack D. Novick, a counsel of the Ameri-
can Civil Liberties Uniop: in New York,
said he had worked on’*behalf of Miss
Schneider because her case was “a coms
pelling example of the abusive and arro-
gant way the C.LA. has in anp_naam with
American citizens, cspecially citizens
overseas.” He sald the C.LA. had coerced
her into signing a secrecy agreement on

her settlement, T IO I—
: ot o R




