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C
IA

 and the P
ress: N

a *N
atural A

ffinity' 
T

w
o
 ev

en
ts o

f im
p
o
rtan

ce to
 th

e 
n
ew

s b
u
sin

ess an
d
 its cu

sto
m

ers o
c-

cu
rred

 d
u
rin

g
 W

ash
in

g
to

n
's h

o
lid

ay
 

d
o
ld

ru
m

s. B
o
th

 co
n
cern

ed
 a tro

u
b
le-

som
e subject: the relationship betw

een 
th

e C
en

tral In
tellig

en
ce A

g
en

cy
 an

d
 

the press. 
O

n
 C

h
ristm

as m
o

rn
in

g
 an

d
 th

e tw
o

 
fo

llo
w

in
g

 m
o
rn

in
g
s, T

h
e N

ew
 Y

o
rk

 
T

im
es published the best and m

ost ex-
h
au

stiv
e ex

p
lo

ratio
n
 o

f th
at relatio

n
-

sh
ip

 th
at h

as ap
p
eared

 in
 th

e d
aily

 
p
ress so

 far. A
n
d
 th

e d
ay

 after C
h
rist-

m
as, a H

ouse subcom
m

ittee on intelli-
gence began hearings on the sam

e sub-
ject. 

T
he T

im
es series provided m

ore de-
tail th

an
 d

aily
 n

ew
sp

ap
er read

ers h
ad

 
ever been given. on how

 the C
IA

 used 
the press over the years in its collection 
of inform

ation abroad and its attem
pts 

to shape w
orld events by the m

anipula-
tion of inform

ation and opinion. 
It included yet another set of figures 

o
n
 th

e
 n

u
m

b
e
rs o

f jo
u
rn

a
lists a

n
d
 

m
edia organizations that w

ere co-opted 
b
y
 th

e in
tellig

en
ce ag

en
cy

. It n
am

ed
 

nam
es—

although not all the nam
es—

an
d

 it d
ealt m

atter-o
f-factly

, if b
riefly

 
an

d
 u

n
o
b
tru

siv
ely

, w
ith

 alleg
atio

n
s 

about the involvem
ent w

ith the C
IA

 of 
T

h
e T

im
es itself an

d
 so

m
e o

f its staff 
m

em
 hers. 

M
uch of the m

aterial had been pub-
fished before, and the figures w

ere not 
startlin

g
ly

 d
ifferen

t fro
m

 th
o
se th

at 
have appeared in congressional reports 
an

d
 elsew

here. N
evertheless, there w

as  

enough that w
as new

 to keep one read-
in

g
, an

d
 It w

as all p
u

lled
 to

g
eth

er co
-

herently. 
T

he T
im

es series did som
ething m

ore 
im

p
o

rtan
t, th

o
u

g
h

, th
an

 m
erely

 d
o

cu
-

m
en

t th
at th

e C
IA

 u
sed

 th
e m

ed
ia. It 

m
ad

e it clear th
at th

ere can
 b

e n
o

 real 
co

m
m

u
n
ity

 o
f in

terest b
etw

een
 an

 in
-

telligence agency and the press. 
T

he C
IA

's stock In trade includes de-
cep

tio
n
 an

d
 co

v
ert m

an
ip

u
latio

n
. It 

d
o

es th
e n

atio
n

's u
n

d
erco

v
er d

irty
 

w
ork. T

he press, on the other hand, has 
only one justification for its special sta- 

T
he N

ew
s B

usiness 

tus in this country: its ability to inform
 

the public, fully and w
ithout bias or re-

straint. T
he tw

ain can never m
eet. 

T
hat brings us to the H

ouse hearings. 
E

v
en

 m
o
re strik

in
g
ly

 th
an

 th
e T

im
es 

series, the opening days of the hearings 
verified this irreconcilable divergence 
of purpose. 

In their testim
ony, form

er C
IA

 offi-
cials arg

u
ed

 th
e co

n
trary

. R
ep

o
rters 

an
d
 sp

ies h
av

e a lo
t in

 co
m

m
o
n
, th

ey
 

said—
a "natural affinity," one called it. 

R
ay S

. C
line, w

ho has been a high of-
ficial of the C

IA
 and the S

tale D
epart-

m
en

t's in
tellig

en
ce b

u
reau

, said
. th

at 
jo

u
rn

alists w
o
rk

in
g
 ab

ro
ad

 an
d
 C

IA
 

agents "all are searching for nuggets of  

truth about the outside w
orld. T

hey all 
try

 to
 acq

u
ire reliab

le so
u
rces, w

h
o
se 

identities they often feel it necessary to 
p
ro

tect, an
d
 in

 ev
ery

 case their credi-
bility depends on a record for objectiv-
ity and accuracy.".  

In
 fact, h

e said
, th

e A
m

erican
 new

s 
m

edia are "th
e o

n
ly

 u
n
fettered

 esp
io

-
nage agencies in this country." 

T
h
erefo

re, C
lin

e reaso
n
ed

, w
h
y
 

sh
o

u
ld

n
't A

m
erican

 jo
u

rn
alists m

o
o

n
-

lig
h
t fo

r th
e C

IA
, accep

tin
g
 ex

p
en

se 
m

o
n

ey
 o

r ev
en

 actu
al p

ay
 if th

eir em
-

p
lo

y
ers ap

p
ro

v
e? S

u
ch

 m
o

o
n

lig
h

ters, 
he d

eclared
, "d

o
 n

o
t d

am
ag

e th
e U

.S
. 

press In any w
ay unless they undertake 

so m
uch special w

ork for the C
IA

 that 
it handicaps them

 in carrying out their 
norm

al duties." 
A

ccepting expense m
oney or an "oc-

casio
n
al stip

en
d
" fo

r g
ettin

g
 in

fo
rm

a-
tion for the C

IA
 does not harm

 the free 
p
ress, h

e said
, if th

e m
o
o
n
lig

h
tin

g
 

d
o
esn

't in
terfere w

ith
 reg

u
lar d

u
ties. 

A
n
d
, h

e ad
d
ed

, th
e rep

o
rter w

h
o
 p

ro
-

v
id

es v
o
lu

n
tary

, u
n
p
aid

 assistan
ce to

 
th

e C
IA

 n
eed

 n
o
t w

o
rry

. "N
o
 h

arm
 to

 
th

e rep
u

tatio
n

 o
f th

e U
.S

. free p
ress 

w
ill b

e d
o

n
e if th

e jo
u

rn
alists th

em
-

selv
es d

o
 n

o
t g

o
ssip

 ab
o

u
t th

eir co
n

-
tacts w

ith the C
IA

." 
T

h
e
 o

n
ly

 th
in

g
 th

a
t p

re
v
e
n
ts a

 
"h

ealth
y
 relatio

n
sh

ip
" b

etw
een

 th
e 

p
ress an

d
 "th

e p
arallel p

ro
fessio

n
 o

f 
new

sgatherers in the C
IA

," he said, is 
"th

e ex
trav

ag
an

t p
o
st-W

aterg
ate p

re-
tension to purity and m

orality." 
I su

p
p

o
se th

at m
ak

es g
o

o
d

, h
ard

- 

headed com
m

on sense from
 an Intelli-

g
en

ce p
o

in
t o

f -v
iew

. It can
n

o
t m

ak
e 

sense to journalists w
ho feel the w

eight 
of their F

irst A
m

endm
ent responsibili-

ties. 
In their testim

ony, several of the for-
m

er C
IA

 officials vigorously attacked a 
straw

 m
an

—
th

e id
ea th

at jo
u

rn
alists 

should have absolutely no contact w
ith 

the C
IA

. 
I don't think that is a com

m
on posi-

tio
n
 am

o
n
g
 th

o
se w

h
o
 are co

n
cern

ed
 

about the C
IA

's use of the press. T
here 

Is no reason w
hy journalists should not 

h
av

e rep
o

rter-so
u

rce relatio
n

sh
ip

s at 
the C

IA
, just as they do at other agen-

cies. A
ll rep

o
rters en

g
ag

e in
 a certain

 
am

o
u
n
t o

f g
iv

e an
d
 tak

e w
ith

 th
eir 

so
u
rces, in

fo
rm

al ex
ch

an
g
es o

f in
fo

r-
m

ation and gossip, and it w
ould be fool-

ish to say that this is prohibited in the 
case of the C

IA
. 

B
u
t w

h
en

 a rep
o
rter accep

ts w
h
at 

am
ounts to an intelligence assignm

ent, 
w

ith or w
ithout pay, or collects, quite 

asid
e fro

m
 h

is jo
u
rn

alistic ch
o
res, in

-
fo

rm
atio

n
 th

at h
e d

eliv
ers to

 th
e C

IA
 

or w
hen he suggests a potential recruit 

or carries m
oney or m

essages or oper-
a
te

s a
 m

a
ll d

ro
p
 o

r d
o
e
s a

n
y
 o

f 
th

e o
th

er th
in

g
s th

at a jo
u
rn

alist can
 

d
o
 q

u
ite easily

 an
d
 th

at w
o
u
ld

 
be 

e
x
tre

m
e
ly

 u
se

fu
l to

 th
e
 a

g
e
n
c
y
, 

th
en

 h
e h

as o
v

erstep
p

ed
 th

e b
o

u
n

d
s. 

A
nd, contrary to w

hat C
line and like-

m
in

d
ed

 in
tellig

en
ce p

ro
fessio

n
als 

m
ig

h
t say

, h
e h

as h
u
rt th

e A
m

erican
 

press. 


