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W
hy Journalists C

an't B
e Spies 

A
 C

IA
 o

fficial in
 E

u
ro

p
e, o

n
e w

h
o

m
 I h

ad
 

know
n for a long tim

e and w
ho w

as fascinated 
by issues of press and patriotism

, once asked m
e 

the follow
ing question: 

"If you w
ere on a reporting trip in E

ast G
er-

m
any, and you happened to see large num

bers 
of S

oviet tanks m
oving w

estw
ard, w

hat w
ould 

you do? W
hom

 w
ould you call first?" 

I told him
 I w

ould call m
y new

spaper and try 
to file a story over the phone. 

T
h
e q

u
estio

n
 w

as clev
er, a p

ro
b
e o

f alle-
giances and inclinations. B

ut it w
as not surpris-

ing because A
m

erican foreign correspondents, 
if they w

ere so inclined, w
ould m

ake m
arvelous 

spies. T
hey can travel to distant places, talk to 

lots of people in and out of governm
ent, som

e-
tim

es even take pictures, w
ithout arousing too 

m
uch suspicion. T

he reason they can do this, of 
course, is precisely that they are not spies. 

C
IA

 D
irector S

tansfield T
urner and P

resident 
C

arter, h
o
w

ev
er, eith

er d
o
n
't seem

 to
 u

n
d
er-

stan
d

 th
is o

r are b
ein

g
 rath

er casu
al ab

o
u

t th
e 

safety of A
m

erican correspondents abroad and 
th

e p
rin

cip
le th

at th
e p

ress m
u
st b

e scru
p
u
-

lously independent of governm
ent to carry out 

its proper role in A
m

erican dem
ocracy. 

In W
ashington earlier this m

onth, T
urner told 

The w
riter covers national security a

ffa
irs 

fo
r T

h
e P

o
st an

d
 w

as form
erly C

entral E
uro-

pean correspondent.  

a 
co

n
v
en

tio
n
 o

f n
ew

sp
ap

er ed
ito

rs th
at h

e 
w

ould not hesitate to recruit a journalist for an 
u
n
d
erco

v
er o

p
eratio

n
 ab

ro
ad

 w
h
en

 it w
as v

i-
tally im

portant to the nation. L
ater, P

resident 
C

arter endorsed this policy as proper under "ex-
trem

e circum
stances" involving U

.S
. security. 

A
pparently, such extrem

e circum
stances hap-

p
en

 rath
er freq

u
en

tly
, sin

ce T
u
rn

er h
as also

 
said

 th
at o

n
 th

ree o
ccasio

n
s in

 th
e last th

ree 
years he authorized recruitm

ent of journalists 
for covert operations that, for unexplained rea-
sons, he says, w

ere never carried out 
F

or A
m

erican correspondents overseas, there 
could hardly be w

orse new
s than the top offi-

cials o
f th

e U
.S

. g
o
v
ern

m
en

t p
u
ttin

g
 o

n
 th

e 
reco

rd
 th

e b
est p

iece o
f am

m
u
n
itio

n
 th

at th
e 

secret p
o
lice o

f d
ictato

rsh
ip

s an
d
 to

talitarian
 

governm
ents have had in a long tim

e. 
T

here is scarcely a 
U

.S
 rep

o
rter try

in
g

 to
 

cover E
astern E

urope, A
sia or S

outh A
m

erica 
w

ho, assum
ing he or she is doing the job, has not 

been hassled by those police. A
fter it happens 

the first tim
e, a reporter never again is totally  

calm
. approaching a border or airport security 

ch
eck

, p
o

ck
ets stu

ffed
 w

ith
 n

o
teb

o
o

k
s filled

 
w

ith. interview
s of people w

hom
 foreign govern-

m
ents prefer the reporter hadn't m

et 
In these situations, w

hich are grow
ing m

ore 
In these situations, w

hich are grow
ing m

ore fre-
quent and tense, the reporter's only defense is 
his or her w

its and ability to defend his or her 
w

ork as legitim
ate journalistic enterprise. 

M
y

 ed
u

catio
n

 b
eg

an
 in

 P
rag

u
e in

 Jan
u

ary
 

1977, w
hen C

zech gum
shoes raced into an apart-

m
ent building ahead 

o
f m

e, tu
rn

ed
 o

u
t th

e 
lights in the stairw

ell and then cam
e storm

ing 
d
o
w

n
 th

e stairs at m
e, ap

p
aren

tly
 to

 frig
h
ten

 
m

e aw
ay froth the people I w

as trying to visit. 
T

hat is tam
e stuff com

pared w
ith w

hat m
any 

U
.S

. reporters experience elsew
here. Indeed, 

the president appears to have forgotten 1977, 
w

hen his hum
an rights cam

paign stirred up all 
of com

m
unist E

astern E
urope. 

In June of that year, the M
oscow

 correspond-
ent of T

he L
os A

ngeles T
im

es, R
obert C

. T
oth, 

w
as seized by the K

rem
lin's K

G
B

 security police, 

"F
or A

m
erican correspondents overseas, there could hardly 

be w
orse new

s than top U
.S. officials putting on the record 

the best am
m

unition secret police have had in a long tim
e." 



APRIL 23, 1980 

hauled into custody for two days of questioning 
and eventually accused, among other things, of 
being a CIA agent President Carter said then 
that the United States had expressed its "strong-
est objections about what has been done about 
Mr. Toth" and that the Soviets "know about our 
deep concern about their ... actions." 

Almost a year earlier, in May 1976, the Soviets 
had charged three other American correspond-
ents in Moscow with secretly working for the CIA. 

One of them was Alfred Friendly Jr. of News-
week, who now Is the press spokesman for 
White House national security adviser Zblgniew 
Brzezinski. 

"We deplore such irresponsible charges," the 
State Department said at the time. The three are 
"highly respected professional journalists, and in 
our view the charges slander their reputations 
and the organizations they represent." 

The State Department got it right in 1976. But 
it is now going to be increasingly hard for jour-
nalists to fight the battles for their integrity—
and for the integrity of what they report—after 
the president and Admiral Turner have need-
lessly allowed an official cloud of suspicion to 
settle over correspondents. 

Ironically, it could also harm US. attempts to 
badger communist Eastern Europe into paying 
greater heed to the provisions of the 35-nation 1975 
Helsinki agreement dealing with greater freedom 
of movement for journalists, a provision that was 
supposed to have been a victory for the West. 
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