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CIA Probed U.S. Journalist It 
By Laurence Stern 

Washington Poet Staff WrEtor 

The Central Intelligence Agency 
conducted a background investigation 
of an American journalist to whom it 

^ supplied material from agency files us 
1970 on the late Chilean President Sal-
reactor Allende. 

Charles A. Briggs, the Information 
review officer for the CIA's deputy di-

; rector of operations, acknowledged 
that the agency conducts similar in-

; vestigations of businessmen and ace- 
dernie figures—without necessarily in-

: forming them of the process—with 
• whom it has contacts. 

In the case of the Journalist, who 
was not identified, the CIA provided 
biographical material on Allende, who 
was killed in a 1973 coup, and reports 
on activities of Allende's Popular 

UNITY Party in the 1970 Chilean elec-
tions. Briggs testified in a deposition 
that the journalist had been given se-
curity clearances in February, 1954, 
December, 1968, and October, 1973. 

13riggs also said that typically the 
journalist would not inform anyone—
"his publisher or anyone else"—that 
the material had originated with the 
CIA. "The arrangement was between 
the individual and the agency ...," 
the CIA official said. 

The comments were made in the 
course of a deposition by Morton H. 
Halperin and Mark IL Lynch of the 
American Civil Liberties Foundation 
last June 21 in U.S. District Court 
here. 

It raises a new aspect in the public 
controversy over the CIA's relations 
with journaliats and persons of other  

professional backgrounds with whom 
it has contact. 

A CIA spokesman said yesterday 
that "if for any reason there was go-
ing to be a passage of classified mate-
rial, whether to a journalist or anyone 
else, there would be a background in-
vestigation." 

Otherwise, he said, "I can't Imagine 
any situation in which we would con-
duct a background investigation on a 
journalist or any other individual 
with whom we have a noneontractual 
relationship." He recalled that under 

• guidelines enunciated by former CIA 
Director George Bush the agency also 
has no current arrangements with 
"accredited U.S. correspondents." 

In the case of the Chile documents 
and the unidentified journalist, the 
CIA official testified that the docu- 
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Gave Allende Data in 1970 
ments were not themselves classified 
but the fact that they originated from 
the agency was secret, Briggs said the 
CM had satisfied itself the journalist 
would not disclose the source. 

Last April the U.S. Court of Ap-
peals here held that the CIA exceeded 
the bounds of its charter when it con-
ducted an extensive five-year investi-
gation of a former National Student 
Association leader, Gary A. Weissman, 
as a candidate for recruitment. 

"A full background check within,  
the United States of a citizen who 
never had any relationship with the 
CIA is not authorized, and the law en-
forcement exemption is accordingly 
unavailable," the court said. 

Halperin initially flied his freedom 
of information action on the basis of a 
finding in the Senate Intelligence 

Committee report on covert opera-

tions in Chile that "special intelli-
gence" and "inside briefings" were 
provided to U.S. journalists by the 
CIA concerning political develop-
ments in Chile during 1970. The Sen-
ate report cited CIA documents indi-
eating that "briefings requested by 
Time and provided by the CIA in 
Washington resulted in a change in 
the basic thrust of the Time story on 
Allende's Sept. 4 victory and in the 
timing of the story." 

In an earlier affidavit Briggs had 
said that the documents in the case 
"were prepared In 1970 in response to 
a request for a limited press back-
ground briefing on the political situa-
tion in Chile." 

In the deposition he testified that 
Information was provided to the jour- 

nalist "because he was trustworthy, 
because we had determined, through 
the clearance process that, accc■ rding 
to the procedures, he was — could re-
ceive information." 

Briggs declined to respond when he 
was asked whether the journalist was 
a Time correspondent. ACM attorney 
said the basis of Briggs' refusal to an-
swer was a prohibition "from identify-
ing sources and methods as part of 
the intelligence tradecraft process 
who engage in confidential relation-
ships which we have to honor or peo-
ple won't be helpful." 

Halperin and Lynch are now seek-
ing court permission to take depos-
itions from the Journalist and the CIA 
official who provided the documents 
under an agreement that would place 
their identities under protective cus-
tody. 


