‘of simply conveying the official pro-

‘ wThe abuses described in the New. York
Times serjes beginning- today ‘fall into |
thres peneral categories; C.IA. agents |
posed as reponters, correspondents |

C.IA. Contacts

= With Reporters

ffOfficiaIs and Newsmen

L:_’i('l‘al.? Method Legitimate
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el By TERENCE SMITH
i Spectal 1 The New York Times
- WASHINGTON, Dec. 24—Tte situation
Is a familiar one for American corre-
spondents abroad: a fast-breaking news
story, possibly in the midst of a war:
conflicting claims from both” sides; no
sfire li:i'«.*u-lsnatlol:}ln on what is really hap-
. pening. .- . .
L Often, in such a situation,
% News  the “station chief,”” tha head
““Analysis of the Central Intelligencs
Agency unit in the local
American Embassy, is ohe of
the more neutral and reliable sources of
information, Even in more peaceful cir-
cumstances, including here'in Washing-
ton, the C.LA, frequently has information
b ‘analysis that is not otherwise avail-
a ‘
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The answer, In the view of both jour:

ts and Government officials }s A

] the Ame ri%an stem o.f.fneewml*
communication by reporbers with|
ernment officials, the intelll \
unity is as legitimate a SQurce-.as

must be M‘ralghod'lo;sbiu and accuracy,

Do more—end no: less—carefully .than
u:-t"ml.nyoth_m i CG'. " v .

. The only distinction, in fact, {5 the sen-

dﬂvﬂyo:? the subject matter.” Clearly;

of Sovist nuclear cap lity are

b iates 0f thn e e g a0

A 1 eat Kansas.

ut beyond that, the wﬁu involved

‘o the journmlist is the same,
“L © AnUnusual Tradition - 4
* This tradition of Government openness

Teporters, even in the intellige ce field,
found ong in the United Sgtnes. Even'
Britain, the contacts between a corre-
dent and intelligence officials are
ely to be. much more narrow and con-
ed than thoss of their American

nouncements of Government.

It is when this relationship is perverted,
by Government officials who suborn
newsmen or newsmen who lend them-
sglves to subornation, that the system
g0es awry, ‘

§

‘-"I‘.‘hc C.I.A’sinvolvement with mass

M Bst C.I.A.propaganda was planted '~ |_] 9
overseas, but it was once ‘commonplace; O F

aformer agency official said, for

United States newspapers to pick it up.

JCd 'S’ pre:
-0} PIJAWRNY Y

0 &

Asscisted Pross B. Kirkpatrick )
Allen Dulles He could not recall any C.LA. official's
In 1954, he told a New York Times eX-yver questioning the ethics or legality

ecutive that he did not believe the. agenc: ;
paper’s Mexico correspondent was wp-” E{rmmyj s endeavors in g co?w:

nu
able of reporting with objectivity on
impending Guatemala revolution, =

do ongng edeq_s |
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communications inthis country was
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sometimes aimed at censoring impending

-'é!ccounts of’thp agpn_ﬁfs ownactivities. -

tions ‘who wers afso hired peang “used” to suit the agency's pur
ywprk by the C.LA, and, finally, the .re-| : f they mever accept a dime
fummnd b Emu, even if they

iwho were considered . " ly asseta’ Legitimate contacts between the C.LA.
‘by the C.LA. and wers given special in~ and the press have gone on for years

formation, sometimes with & i ¢t have accelerated in recent
g pupoe n G bope BTt 32012 5 B St 1 o
mddbefaith ly- . for the tised * mm.m." C(Vﬂ'md'
§ At 4 ents in Washdngmn. for example, are free
gorles pose no prob- | oo visis the CLA'S campus-like B o
» s in : ., )
outright . violations .of every g thinking of .the agency's
de of ethics in.the trade and - serve Em”d.t]mo:. tAh?m,l of 1%,3 of these “back-
to discredit the entire profession.| oot i geccions have been held so far
e third group, the:so-called “friend-| JFAIS" o o S e
journalists, inhabit a problematic| " Ran Con tions .
area. They have to draw a line be-| § ~ Free-Ranging Conversations
being informed and being used.| ' iyhs conversations are free-ranging,
wﬁ& and scrutinize the informa-| with the mmumfrge to ask a.nythm‘ 2
¢ likes, The inte 8 7
wrong inusing it, so long as its :’%‘C.I.A. official said "a@dund;.fk-rs‘nmtr
e I5 indicated, But uncritical accept-  yians to answer as fully as possible with-
and rote publication of such infor- .,Samngmmatma;. .
tion can lead to pitfalls. And the very “As a rule, the conversations are &
fact that such journalists are considered background,” which means that el
“friendly”—meaning generally sympa- yisws expressed may be attributed |
thetic to the agency's point of view—  wGovernment officials” or the like. Some-
greatly increases ‘the chances of their :
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~no doubt succumbed.

ﬂm«theagmywﬂlpefmu attribution
%mmmm t’c:gimla but onlymmy
sOverseas, &lenllﬂonl!ﬂpbstmmr-
:upuﬂemand. station chief iy much less
structured. Conversations - take place
cisually and frequently, sometimes in the

American Em buuyhutmoreoueam

ally
.and frequently will-be attributed
thaumlclem"&mu‘iuuofﬂduls"
These contacts are considered by most

ﬁpnrtofﬂwnamdh{mpﬂhm

Another dol!mﬂﬁblun uhal
T, S S, T
L] &
spondent on interviews hamu.g hmh&d
or places he may have visited.
tions occur frequently, and ﬁnm-is;ho;p
stg today about

?Puﬂm for a trade of mfonnnhm
ways there, and many reporlm have

The risks inherent in that situabion are
obvious. But as & result of the recent
. revelations abot:‘:.&i;dﬁ: .LA.-press m
uets COrTespon today are pro
morasemrtivnothupi sthmbefom).'




