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urea for "feature articles" that ended up 
not in some magazine or newspaper but 
in the C.I.A.'s files in McLean, Va. 

After a time the job of Newsweek cor-
respondent in Rome became open and 
Mr. Allan applied for the position along 
with a number of other bright, young 
American reporters who, he said, were 
as well qualified as himself. But Mr. Allan 
told his C.I.A. case officer that he had 
made the application and soon he re-
ceived word from Newsweek that he had 
been hired. He got the impression, he 
said, that the agency had somehow inter-
vened with the magazine, although no 
one ever told hint. 

The psychological stress of what Mr. 
Allan called his "double life" took its 
toll in a dramatic way. On an evening 
in 1956, Mr. Allan and his wife attended 
a masked ball given by Clare Boothe Luce, 
the American Ambassador to Rome. 

Espionage Career Over 
There was a quarrel, and Mr. Allan 

left early and went home. Some time 
later, his wife arrived in the company 
of an Italian journalist. Mr. Allan took 

a knife and nished out to the car where 
he stabbed the Italian' repeatedly. The 
victim was driven to a hospital and lived. 
Mr. Allan spent 111: months in a Roman 
jail 

Shortly alter the -stabbing the American 
consul paid Mr. Allan a visit in his 'cell. 
His message was a brief one:, Mr.:Allan 
should never again try to contact anyone 
at the C.I.A. "Don't think you're' going 
to get any help," the consul -told, him, 
"because you won't. You're on your 
own." 

The  Italian court eventually,  ruled that 
the stabbing had been a crime olipassion 
and Mr. Allan was released. He divorced, 
remarried and returned to the United 
States where he took a job writing 
scripts for CBS. 

He never saw anyone from the C.I.A. 
again and wishes, he says now, that he 
had resisted the agency's overtures in 
the first instance, not just because Of 
the damage that was done to'his personal 
life. 

"I think it was a mistake," he said 
the other day. "I thought it was wrong 
even then." 
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A Young Reporter's Decision to Join C.I.A. L 
In the summer of 1952 Donald A. Allan, 

a young reporter on the city staff of The 
New York Times, walked up to Frank 
Adams, the newspaper's crusty city edi-
tor, and told him that he was resigning. 

He longed to go abroad, he said, and 
a job to his liking had become available 
in Spain, The city editor sighed; he had 
encountered such impatience in young 
men before. If Mr. Allan would only wait, 
he said, he could expect to be sent abroad 
by The Times. But the young reporter 
was insistent; he had made up his mind 
to wait no longer. 

What Don Allan did not tell anyone 
at the newspaper was that a few days 
earlier he had joined the fledgling Central 
Intelligence Agency. 

A Sound Impulse 
No one at the agency, not the C.I.A. 

man who recruited him nor the young 
official named Richard Helms who inter-
viewed him, had asked him to leave The 
Times. The decision had been his own, and as he rode through the streets of 

Manhattan in a taxicab Don Allan tried 
hard to convince himself that he had been 
right to choose the C.I.A. over the news-
paper to which he had so long aspired. 

He was never quite able to make him-
self believe that the choice he had made, 
which Mr. Allan now calls "the turning 
point of my life," had been the right one. 
But as he Books back over the last 25 
years he is certain of the soundness of 
his impulse not to involve The Times in 
the life that lay before him. 

Don Allan packed his few belongings 
and set out for Europe—not for Spain, 
as he had told Mr. Adams, but for Rome, 
where the C.I.A. had asked him to find 
an apartment and "blend in with the 
landscape." 

Before he left the United States, Mr. 
Allan received some training in the craft 
of intelligence—conducting surveillances, 
writing with secret inks—from harried 
instructors in hotel rooms in New York 
and Washington, and he was eager to 
put his newfound knowledge Into prac-
tice. But the C.I.A. was in less of a hurry 
to activate the untested agent. 

On his own, he acquired a couple of 
reporting jobs, as a stringer .for CBS 

News and a part-time employee of United 
Press, and as the months wore on he be-
gan to wonder if he had only imagined 
that he was working for the C.t A. 

"1 sat around there for a long time 
and nothing ever happened," Mr. Allan 
said in a telephone interview the other 
day from Geneva where he now lives. 

Then one day the C.I.A.'s Rome station 
decided that the young journalist had ac-
quired sufficient "cover" and the long-
awaited contact came. Mr. Allan was offi- 
cially in operation. 	• 

Little Adventure In Spying 
The work was far less adventurous than 

he had imagined. The C.I.A. Mr. Allan 
emphasized, had never told him what to 
report back to the Urged States, nor 
would he have entertained such a re-
quest. His career as a reporter was noth-
ing more than a cover for his intelligence 
activities, and he managed, he said, to 
keep the two separate. 

By day he was a journalist. By night 
he was a deep-cover C.I.A. agent, photo-
graphing political posters on the walls 
of the city, passing satchels of money 
around, interviewing Italian political fig- 

VARYING TIES TO C. I. A. 
CONFIRMED IN INQUIRY 

Intentioifil and Unwitting Links to 
More Than 50 Persons 

Foynd in Investigation 

As pare,  of an inquiry into recurring 
reports tlzaat American journalists have 
In. the pait:worked abroad as paid agents 
of the .:Central Intelligence Agency, 
The NeeteXork Times looked into the 
backgroiiiitts of more than 200 present 
and forrher employees of American and 
foreign news organizations and into the 
histories' of a nearly equal number of 
organizations. 

More than 50 individuals were found 
to have had some links to the C.I.A. Some 
were agee0 staff officers posing as jour-
nalists abroad; others were legitimate 
journalists or non-editorial employees 
who had been employed by the C.I.A. 
as part-tithe agents, and some, while un-
paid, were considered "assets"—valued 
sources OPinformation or assistance—
though tbel,-sometimes were unaware of 
their status or even of whom they were 
dealing with. 

A scoreeof these individuals have been 
Identified:in other articles in this series. 
A dozen were not identified in other arti-
cles in this series. A dozen were not iden-
tified, either because they provided infor-
mation orea confidential basis, because 
of concern that their lives might be 
placed inejtopardy, or because their ties 
to the C.1.-Ae were tangential ones. 

Those Toe identified include a foreign 
commercial representative of The New 
York Timee,who has no editorial respon- 
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