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T
he P

ress/Spy A
ffair: C

ozy and Still M
urky 

T
he press has em

erged from
 still an-

o
th

er ex
p
o
su

re o
f its escap

ad
es in

 th
e 

spy business w
ith nothing m

ore than a 

few
 scratches. U

nlike scandals involv-

ing public officials, those involving the 

press are self-lim
iting: T

here is a flurry 

of superficial attention follow
ed by be-

nign neglect. 
T

he latest exam
ination of coziness be-

tik
een

 th
e C

IA
 an

d
 th

e p
ress w

as, as 

u
su

al, n
o
t in

 th
e "serio

u
s," h

ard
-n

ew
s 

p
ress. It ap

p
eared

 in
 R

o
llin

g
 S

to
n
e, a 

m
agazine devoted m

ostly to rock m
usic. 

T
h
e au

th
o
r w

as C
arl B

ern
stein

 o
f 

W
atergate fam

e, no longer a W
ashing-

to
n
 P

o
st rep

o
rter b

u
t a free-lan

cer. It 

w
as a long article (about 12,000 w

ords), 

and it contained an attention-getting es-

tim
ate of the num

ber of journalists w
ho 

have played ball and m
ore w

ith the C
IA

: 

400. M
any of the specifics had been re-

ported before, but the article conveyed, 

as no previous one bad, the depth of C
IA

 

involvem
ent w

ith the press and its sanc-

tion in the executive suites. 
P

robably the m
ost serious injury w

as 

done T
he N

ew
 Y

ork T
im

es. B
ernstein 

identified T
he T

im
es as one of the C

IA
's 

m
o
st v

alu
ab

le n
ew

s-b
u
sin

ess co
n
n
ec-

tio
n
s. H

e q
u
o
ted

 an
 u

n
n
am

ed
 C

IA
 

source as saying that betw
een 1950 and 

1
9
6
6
 T

h
e T

im
es p

ro
v
id

ed
 co

v
er fo

r 

ab
o
u
t 1

0
 C

IA
 p

eo
p
le as p

art o
f a to

p
-

lev
el ag

reem
en

t to
 co

o
p
erate w

ith
 th

e 

ag
en

cy
. A

m
o
n
g
 th

e jo
u
rn

alists h
e sin

-

gles out as having close C
IA

 ties w
as C

. 

L
 S

ulzberger, foreign-affairs colum
nist 

al T
he T

im
es. 

W
h
en

 B
ern

stein
 an

d
 R

o
llin

g
 S

to
n
e 

d
istrib

u
ted

 co
p
ies o

f th
e article a few

 

w
eeks before its publication, T

he T
im

es 

carried a colum
n-long new

s story and, a  d
ay

 later, a lo
n
g
er sto

ry
 co

n
sistin

g
 

largely of denials, including strong ones 

from
 T

he T
im

es and S
ulzberger. 

W
ith

 th
e seco

n
d
 article, T

h
e T

im
es 

published a letter to the C
IA

 pleading 

for inform
ation on any past or current 

relationships w
ith the new

spaper or its 

em
ployees. 	

• 

N
o
tin

g
 th

e alleg
atio

n
s in

 th
e B

ern
-

stein
 article, T

h
e T

im
es to

ld
 th

e C
IA

 

that its refusal to disclose its dealings 

w
ith the m

edia "has placed T
he T

im
es 

and its em
ployees in an untenable posi-

tion." It stated a m
uch 'broader problem

 

than its ow
n w

hen it said: "T
he A

m
eri-

can public is confused and som
e foreign 

T
he N

ew
s B

usiness 

governm
ents are using this situation as 

a w
eap

o
n
 ag

ain
st th

e p
ress. . . . T

h
e 

w
ork of correspondents has been hin-

d
ered

 an
d
, b

ecau
se w

e h
av

e b
een

 d
e-

nied access to our only source of author-

itativ
e in

fo
rm

atio
n
, w

e are u
n
ab

le to
 

present all the facts to the public." 
T

he C
IA

 w
as unm

oved. It said that it 

w
ould not provide the inform

ation and, 

fu
rth

erm
o
re, th

at b
y
 its refu

sal it w
as 

not adm
itting such inform

ation existed. 

T
h
e T

im
es's fru

stratio
n
 is u

n
d
er-

stan
d
ab

le, an
d
 y

et o
n
e m

u
st w

o
n
d
er 

w
h
at w

o
u
ld

 h
ap

p
en

 if it u
n
leash

ed
 a 

team
 o

f its o
w

n
 to

p
 rep

o
rters o

n
 th

e 

sto
ry

. B
ern

stein
 seem

s to
 h

av
e b

een
 

able to find talkative C
IA

 sources, de-

spite the official stonew
alling. 

P
u
b
licatio

n
 o

f th
e B

ern
stein

 article  w
as m

ark
ed

 b
y
 an

 en
tertain

in
g
 b

it o
f 

in
fig

h
tin

g
 b

etw
een

 th
e au

th
o
r an

d
 h

is 

old em
ployer T

he W
ishington P

ost. 
A

fter the text of the article w
as m

ade 

av
ailab

le to
 th

e p
ress, b

u
t sev

eral 

w
eeks before its publication, T

he P
ost 

carried
 a lo

n
g
 article o

n
 C

IA
 an

d
 th

e 

p
ress in

 g
en

eral an
d
 th

e B
ern

stein
 ar-

ticle in particular. 
T

h
is article, b

y
 R

ich
ard

 H
arw

o
o
d
, 

d
ep

u
ty

 m
an

ag
in

g
 ed

ito
r o

f T
h
e P

o
st, 

and W
alter P

incus, a P
ost reporter, w

as 

m
ostly rehash. B

ut it contained an alle-
g
atio

n
 o

f a serio
u
s flaw

 in
 th

e B
ern

-

stein piece, tucked discreetly betw
een 

p
aren

th
eses. A

 S
en

ate so
u
rce w

as 

q
u
o
ted

 as say
in

g
 th

at at least h
alf o

f 

the 400 C
IA

 sum
m

aries of operations In-

volving journalists received by S
enate 

in
v
estig

ato
rs co

n
cern

ed
 fo

reig
n
, n

o
t 

A
m

erican, journalists. 
A

 telling blow
 if true, but B

ernstein 

got in the last lick. W
hen his article ap-

peared in R
olling S

tone it contained a 

p
arag

rap
h
 th

at h
ad

n
't b

een
 in

 th
e ear-

lier v
ersio

n
. It said

 th
at a "relativ

ely
 

sm
all n

u
m

b
er o

f th
e su

m
m

aries d
e-

scribed the activities of foreign journal-

ists." A
nd in a dig at T

he P
ost for rely-

in
g
 o

n
 a S

en
ate so

u
rce rath

er th
an

 o
n
 

C
IA

 sources, B
ernstein added: "T

hose 

officials m
ost know

ledgeable about the 

subject say that a figure of 400 A
m

eri-

can journalists is on the low
 side of the 

actual num
ber w

ho m
aintained covert 

relatio
n
sh

ip
s an

d
 u

n
d
erto

o
k
 clan

d
es-

tine tasks." 
S

om
ething m

ore should be said about 

th
at 4

0
0
 fig

u
re. F

irst o
f all, ju

st h
o
w

 

deeply involved w
ere these journalists? 

T
hat's a little m

urky. B
ernstein said at 

one point that the figure "refers only to  those w
ho w

ere 'tasked' in their under-

cover assignm
ents or had a m

utual un-

d
erstan

d
in

g
 th

at th
ey

 w
o
u
ld

 h
elp

 th
e 

agency or w
ere subject to som

e form
 of 

C
IA

 contractual control." It does not, 

he said, include the journalists w
ho oc-

casionally traded favors or inform
ation 

w
ith the C

IA
. It is a pretty broad defini-

tion, and it Is not helped by B
ernstein's 

to
rtu

red
 effo

rts to
 m

ak
e h

is lead
-o

ff 

case, a 1953 trip colum
nist Joseph A

lsop 

m
ad

e to
 th

e P
h
ilip

p
in

es, q
u
alify

 as a 

C
IA

 "assignm
ent." 

In
 an

y
 case, th

e estim
ate th

at 4
0
0
 

journalists w
orked for or w

ith the C
IA

 

over 25 years is less startling w
hen one 

rem
em

b
ers th

at early
 last y

ear, after 

m
uch pruning by the agency, a S

enate 

rep
o
rt fo

u
n
d
 th

at th
e C

IA
 still h

ad
 

covert relationships w
ith 50 A

m
erican 

jo
u
rn

alists an
d
 o

th
er em

p
lo

y
ees o

f 
A

m
erican m

edia organizations. 
B

ern
stein

's article w
as in

terestin
g
 

and useful. H
e clearly did a lot of dog-

ged legw
ork. B

ut its value is m
ostly as 

history. 
T

h
e g

iv
e-an

d
-tak

e th
at g

o
es o

n
 b

e-

tw
een journalists and sources undoubt-

ed
ly

 w
ill co

n
tin

u
e w

ith
 C

IA
 so

u
rces, 

w
ho often can be extrem

ely valuable. 

B
ut the system

atic use of the A
m

erican 

press for intelligence purposes seem
s to 

be a thing of the past. 
O

ne problem
 area does rem

ain, how
-

ever. T
hat is the C

IA
's use of the for-

eign press. T
he agency has refused to 

renounce this activity, even though it 

sm
acks of hypocrisy and is bound to be 

an
 in

tern
atio

n
al irritan

t. C
o
n
g
ress 

co
u
ld

 b
an

 it in
 th

e C
IA

 ch
arter n

o
w

 

being drafted, but It is too early to pre-

dict that it w
ill. 


