How Americas Most Powertul -
News Media Worked Hand
in Glove with the Central Inteligence
Agency and Why the ~
‘Church Committee Covered It Up

BY CARL BERNSTEIN

P n 1953, Joseph Alsop, then one of America’s leading syndicated columnists,
went to the Philippines to cover an election. He did not go because he was asked
to do so by his syndicate. He did not go because he was asked to do so by the
newspapers that printed his column. He went ac the request of the CIA. -

. Alsop is one of more than 400 American journalists who in the past twenty-fivé
o8y years have secretly carried out assignments for the Central Intelligence Agency,
according to documents on file at CIA headquarrers. Some of these journalists’ relationships
with the Agency were tacit; some were explicit. There was cooperation, accommodation and
overlap. Journalists provided a full range of clandestine services—from simple intelligence-
guthe ing to serving as go-betweens with spies in Communisc countries. Reporters shared
their notebooks with the CIA. Editors shaved their staffs. Some of the jourualists were
Pulizer Prize winners, distinguished reporters who considered themselves ambassadors-




without-partfelio for their country. Most were less exalred: foreign
correspondents who found thar their association with the Agency
helped their work; seringers and freelancers who were as interested in
che dering-do of the spy business as in filing articles: and, the smallest
category, full-time CLA employees masquerading as journalists abroad.
In many instances, CIA documents show, journalises were engaged to
perfarm tasks for the C1A with the consent of the managements of
America’s lrading news organizations.

The lListory of the CIAs involvement with che American press
continugs to be sheouded by an official policy of obfuscation and
deceprion for the following principal reasons:

8 The use of journalists has been among the most productive means
of intelligence-gathering employed by the CIA. Although the Agency
luas cut back sharply on the use of reporters since 1973 (primacily as a
result of pressure from the media), some jsurnalist-operatives are sall
posted abroad.

M Fucther investigaton inta the mateer, CIA officials say, would
inevitably reveal a seties of embarrassing relationships in the 19305 and
19605 wich same of the most powerful organizations and individuals in
American journalism.

Among the executives who lent their cooperation to the Agency
were William Paley of the Columbia Broadcasting System, Henry
Luce of Time Inc. Arthur Hays Subzberger of the New York Times,
Barry Bingham St of the Lowisville Courser-Jowmal, and James Copley
of the Copley MNews Service. Other organizations which cooperated
with the CTA include the American Broadeasting Company, the
National Broadcasting Company, the Associated Press, United Press
[nteenational, Reuters, Hearst Newspapers, Seripps-Howard, News-
week magazine, the Mutual Broadcasting System, the Miam Heralid
and the ald Saturday Evening Post and New York Herald-Tribune.

By far the most valuable of these associarions, according o CIA
officials, have been with the New York Times, CBS and Time Inc.

The ClAs use of the American news media has been much more
extensive than Agency officials have acknowledged publicly or in closed
sessions with membees of Congress. The general outlines of what
happened ate indisputable: the specifics are harder ro came by. CIA
sources hine that a particular journalist was crafficking ail over Eastern
Eurape for the Agency; the journalist says no, he just had lunch with
the station chief, CIA sources say flady that a well-kaown ABC
correspondent warked for che Agency through 1973; they refuse ©
identify him. A high-level CIA vthcial with a prodigious memory says
that the New Yark Times provided cover for about ten CIA operarives
berween 1950 and 1966; he does not knuw who they were, or wﬁo in the
newspaper’s management made the arrangements.

The Agency’s special relationships with the so-called “majors” in
publishing and broadeasting enabled the CIA to post some of its most
valnable operatives abroad without exposure for more than two dec-
ades. In most inscances, Agency files show, officials at the highest levels
of the CIA{usually dicector or depucy directoc)dealt personally with a
single designared individual in the top management of the coaperating
news organization, The aid furnished often ok two forms: provicing
jobs and credentials (" journalistic cover” in Agency parlance) for CLA
aperatives about o be posted in foreign capitals; and lending the
Agency the undercover services of reporters already on seaff, including
some of the best-known correspondents in the busiress,

In the field, American journalises were used te help recruit and
handle foreigners as agents: to acquire and evaluate information, and ro
plant false information with officials of foreign governments. Many
signed secreey agreements, pledging never w0 divalge anything about
their dealings with the Agency; some signed employmenr conrraces;
some wers accigued case officers and ceeated with unusual deference.
Others had less steuctured eelationships with the Agency, even though
ihey gecformed similar tasks: they were buiefed by CIA personnel
befuce taps abroad, debriered afrerward, and used as intermediaries

with foreign agents. Appropriately, the CIA uses the term "reporting”
to desctibe much of what cooperating journalists did for the Agency.
“We would ask them, "Will you do us a faver? ” said a senior CIA
afficial. * "Wa understand vou're going to be in Yugostavia, Have they
paved all the streers? Where did you see planes? Were there any signs
of military presence? How many Soviets did yousse? If you happen to
meer a “oviee, gee his name and spell iz sighc.... Can you ser up a
mecting for us? Or relay a message?” " Many CIA officials regarded
these hielpful joumalists a3 operatives; the journalisrs rended o see
chemselves as erusted friends of the Agency who performed occasional
favurs—usually without poy—-in the nadonal interest.

"I'm proud they asked me and proud co have done it,” said Joseph
Alsop who, like his late brothee, colimntst Stewart Alsop, undertook
elandescine rasks for the Agency "The notion that a newspaperman
daesn't have a duty o his country is perfect balls”

From the Agency's perspective, there is nothing untoward in such
relationships. and any ethical questions are a matter for the journalistc
profussion to resolve, not the intelligence community. As Seuart Loory,
former Lot Augeles Times correspondent, has written in the Columbia
Jourvalisn Rewew: “T6 even one Amenican overseas carrying a press
card is & paid informer for the CIA, then all Americans with chose

_erpdentials are suspect,... IF due crisis of confidence fared by the news
Busines. —atong with the government—is 1o be overcome, journalists
must be willing to focus on themselves the same spotlighs they so
relentiesshe reain on others!”” Bur as Leory also noted: “When it was
topoene |, that newsmen themselves were on the gayeoll of the CIA,
the story  iused @ brief stir and then was dropped”

Dt iy (he 1976 investigation of the CLA by the Senate Incelligence
Commtiee, chaired by Senatoe Frank Chuech, the dimensions of the
Agency’ avolvetnent with rthe press became apparent to several

£ the panel, as we!’ 15 ta twa or three investigators on the

seaff, T r cop officials of the CIA, including former directors William

Celby and Gueoege Bush, persuaded the ¢ ommittee to restrict its
inuiey into the miaeee and to delibesarely miscepresent the actual
scape of the actvides in its final report. The multivolume report
cottaing hine pages it which the uge of journalists i discussed in

deliberazely vague and sometimes misleading terms. It makes no
frention of the setual number of journalises who undectook covere tasks
for the CIA. Nor does it adeguarely describe the role played by

uewspaper and braadeast executives in cooperating with the Agency.
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THE AGENCY'S DEALINGS WITH THE PRESS BEGAN

during the carliest stages of the Cold War. Allen Dislles, who became |
Jiceeror of the CIA in 1953, sought to establish a recruiting-and-cover

capabihiny within Amenca’ most prestgious journalistic insttutions.
Bo aperating under che goise of aceredied news correspondents,
[uilles believed. CIA cperatives abroad would be accorded a degree of
vecss and freedom of movement unchzainable ynder almost any other
£ e of chver,

Amesican publishers, like so many othes sorporate and institutional
Joaders ac the time, were willing to commit the tesonrces of their
comganics w the strugele against “glebal Communism.” Accordingly,
the ceaditional line separating the American press carps and govern-
nmene was often ind1sm:__u,ui5h:1'hfe: rarely was a news agency used to
provide cover far CLA operatives abroad wichout the knowledge and
consent of cicher s prineipal owner, publishee or senior editor. Thus,
crntrary o the novon thar thie CIA insidiously infiltrated che jouenalis-
e comimuniey, there s ample evidence thac America’s lﬂ.‘.’ll!iﬂg puHiSh-

ers dind news execud o5 allowed themselves and their organizations -

i hecome nandmandens o the inrr“igence services. Let’s not pic& on

sorne poot teporters, fi- God's sake” William Calby exclaimed at one
poire te the Chnzeh comimiged’s investigacors, “Lets ot the manage-
ments. Ther were witoing.” Inall, about wwenry-five news organizatons
{mcliuding those listed ar the beginning of this srricke) provided cover
for the Aszency
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In addition w cover capability, Dulles initated “debriching”
procedure under which American correspondents ceturning from
abroad routinely emptied their notebooks and offered their impres-
sions to Agency personnel. Such arrangements, contmued by Dulles’
stccessors ro the present day, were made with lieerally dozens of news
organizations, In the 1930s, it was net uncammon for rituening
reporters to be met at the ship by CIA officers. " There would be these
guys from the CTA fashing [D cards and looking like they belonged at
the Yale Club!" said Hugh Mortow, a former Satunday Evenmg Post
correspondent who is now press secretary to former vice-president
Nelson Rockefeller. "Te got to be so routine that you trlea hiche miffed if
you weren't asked.”

CIA officials almost always refuse to divulge the names of journal-
ists who have cooperated with the Agency, They say it would be unfair
to judge these individuals in a contexs differenc from the vne that
spawned the relationships in the fiest place, " There was 2 time when it
wasi't considered a crime to serve your government. satd one high-
level CIA ufiicial who makes no seceet of his bitrerness, " This all has co
be considered in the context of the morality of the times, rather than
against laster-day scandards—and hypocritical standards at dhae”

Many journalists who covered Woeld War [Lwere . lose to people in
the Office of Strategic Services, the wartime predecessor ol the CIA:
more impartant, they were all on the same side. When the war enoed
and many OSS officials wene into the CTA, it was anly natural that these
relationships would continie. Meanwhile, she fiest postwar generation
of journalists entered the profession; they shared the saime political and
professional values as their mentors. ' You had a gang of pevple who
worked rogether during World War 1T and never got over it said one
Agency official. " They were genuinely motivated and highly suscep-
tible ta intrigue and being on the inside, Then i che Filties and Sixties
there was a naional consensus abour 4 naconal threar. The Viermam
War tore everything to pieces—shreded the consensus and threw it in
the aie” Another Agency official observed: "Many journalists didn’t
give a second thought to associaring with the Agency. But there was a
noint when the ethical issues which most people had submerged finally
surfaced. Today, a lot of these guys vehemently deny rhar they had any
relacionship with the Agency”

From the outser, the “se of jonrmalists was amuony the ClAS most
sensitive nnderrakings, with full knowledie restricied 1o the Director
of Central lncelligence and a few af his chosen depuries. ulles and his
suiccessors were fearful of what would happen if a journalist-operative’s
cover was blown, or if derails of the Ageney’s dealings wich the press
otherwise became public. As a resulr, conracss with she heads of news
organizations were normally inicared by Dulles and succeeding Dirce-
tors of Cenrral Tnrelligenees by the Jepury dircerors and division chiefs

in charge of covert operations—Frank Wisaer, Cord Meyer Jr,
Richard Bissell, Desmond FitaGerald, Traev Barnes, I'lomas Kara-
messines and Richard Helms (himselt a former UP! correspondent);
and, occasionally. by athers in the CIA hierasehy known o have an
unusually clase social celationship with a parneular publisher or broad-
ieast executive.!

lames Angleton, who was recently removed as the Ageney’s head nf
counterintelligence cperations, ran a completely independent group of
journalist-operatives who performed sensitive and frequently danges-
ous assignments; litele is known about this group for the simple reason
that Angleton deliberarely kepr anly rhe vaguest of fles,

The CIA even ran a formal teaining progeam in the 19505 to teach
its agents to be journalises. Intelligence officers were "wught o make
noises like reporters” explained a egh CIA official, and were then
placed in major news organizations with help from management.
"These were the guys who went through the ranks and were told,
"You're going to be a journalist. " the CLA official said, Relatively few
of the 400-some relationships described in Agency files followed that
pattern, however; most involved persons whe were already bena fide
journalists when they began undertaking rasks for the Agency.

The Agency’s relationships with journalises, as described in CIA
files, include the following general categories:

Bl Legitimare, accredited saaff members of news organizations— |
usually reporters. Some were paid: some worked for the Agency on a !
purely voluntary basis. This group includes many of che best-known
yournalists who carried our tasks for the CIAL The files show thar the
salacies paid to reporters by newspaper and broadeast networks were
somerimes supplemented by nominal paymenrs from the CLA, eicher in
the form of retaiuers, rravel expenses or outlays for specific services
performed. Almost all the payments were made in cash. (The ac-
credited category also includes photogeaphers, administrative person-
nel of foreign news bureaus and members of broadeast technienl
crews. ) '

Two of the Agency’s most valuable personal relationships in the
1960s, accarding to CLA officials, were with reporzers who covered
Latin America—Jerry O'Leary of the Wishington Star and Hal Hen
drjfc of lh.c Miami News, a Pulitzer Prize winner who became a high
n{'h('i:ﬂ.ni the International Telephone and Telegraph Corporation.
Heundrix was excremely helpful to the Ageney in providing information
abour individuals in Miamis Cuban exile eommunity. O'Leary wns
considersd a valued asset in Haiti and the Daminican Republie
Agency fles contain lengthy repores of bach men's activides on belialf
ol the CTIA,

O'Leary maineains thar his dealings were limived 1o the normal
give-and-take that goes on bérween reporters abroad and their sources.
CIA officials dispute the contention: “Theres no question ferr,
reported for us) sand one. “Jerry did assessing and spotting ol
prospectivi agents| hue he was bereer as a eeporeer for us!” Referring o
O'Leary’s demials, the official added: "T don'c know what in the world
he's woerind abouc unless he's wearing that mancle of integriry the
Senate committee pur on you journalists.”

O'Leary artributes the difference of opinion o semantics. T mighe
call them up and say something like, "Papa Doc has the clap, did you
know chat?’ and they'd put it in the ke, T don't consider thar repasting
for them.... Its useful o be friendly o them and, generallv T fele
triendly ro them. But I think they were more helphul to me than Twas ro
them." O'Leary ook particular exception o being described in the
same conrext as Hendrie, “Hal was really doing work for chem.” sand
O'Leary. "T'm sull with the Star. He ended up ac ITT" Hendrix could
not he reached for commenr. According o Agency officials, neher
Hendrix nor O'Leary was paid by the CIA,

B Stringers’ and freclincers. Most were payeolled by the Agency
under standard conteactual verms. Their journalistic credentials were
often supplied by cooperating news organizations: some bled news
staries; uthers reporred only for the CIA. On same occasions, news
organizations were not informed by the CIA thac chieir steingers were
m!s&la working {or the Ageney. :

B Emplovees of so-called CIA “proprietacies.)” During che pas
twenry-five vears, the Ageney  has :-u('rctly bankeolled namerows
foreign press services, perindicals and newspapers—bath English and
toreign language—-which provided excellenr cover for CIA operapves.
QOne such publication was the Rome Daily American, forty pereene of
which was owned by che CIA until the 1970s. The Dealy dwicriean wene
our of business this vear.

@ Editors, publishers and broadcast netwark execurives. The CLAS
relationship with most news executives differed fundamentally from
those with working reporrers and stringers, who were much more
subjecr to direcrion from the Agency. A few executives—Archar Havs
Sulzberger of the New York Times among them—signed secrecy
agreements. Bue such formal understandings were rare: refationships
berween Agency officials and media executives were usually social—
"The P and ( Streer axis in Georgetown,” said one source. "You don's
tell William Paley to sign a picce of paper saying he won't fink”

B Columnists and commentators, There are perhaps a dozen well-
known columnists and broadcast commentators whose relationships
with the CIA go far bevond those noemally maintained herween
reporters and their sources. They are referred to at the Agency as
"known assets” and can be counted on to perfora a variery of
undercover tasks; they are considered receptive to the Agency’s point
of view on various subjects.
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Three of the most widely vead columnises
wha maincained such ties with the Agency ars C.L, Sulzberger of the
New York Times, Joseph Alsop, and the lare Staware Alsop, whase
column appeared in the New York Herald-Tribune, the Saturdiy Evening
Post and Newsnvevk. CIA files cantain reports of specific tasks all chree
underrook. Sulcherger is saill regarded as an active aseer by the Agency.
According to a senior CIA official. "Young Cy Sulzhevger had some
uses.... He sizned 4 secrecy agreemene because we gave him classified
information.... There was sharing, give and take. Wil say, "Wed like
1o know this; it we refl you this will i help you getdccess to so-and-so?”
Because of his access in Europe he had an Open Sesame. Weld ask him
to jusr repore "What didd so-and-so say, what did he look like, is he
bueadehy?" He was vesy eager, he loved w cooperite,” On one occasion.
according to several CIA officials, Sulzberger was given a briefing
paper by che Ageney which ean alinost verbatim under the colummises
buiine in che Timer, “Cy came our and said, "I'm thinking of doing a
e, can you yve ime some background?' " 1 CIA officer said. ""We
gave it 1o €y as a background piece and Cy gave it to the printers and
put his name o it Suleberger denies that any such incidens ocetrred.
“A lot of baloney)" he said.

Sulzberger clanns char he was never foemally “rasked” by the
Agency and thac he "would never get caught near the spook business.
My relations were torally informal—1I had a good many friends” he
sad. "I'm sure they consider me an asset, They can ask me questions.
They find out vou're going to Slobovia and they say, ‘Can we talk to you
when you get hack? ... Or they'll want to know if the head of the
Ruritanian government is suffering from psoriasis. But I never took an
assignment from ane of thuse guys.... Pve known Wisner well, and
Helms and even MeCone [ former CIA director John McCane] 1 used
to play golf with. But theyd have had to be awtully subde to have used
me.

Sulzberger says he was asked 1o sign the secrecy agreement in the
[95us, “A guy canve around and said, "You are 4 responsible newsman
and we need you o sign this if we are going to show you anything
classified.’ T'said Tuliddn't wane to gec entangled and wld them, "Go to my
uncle [ Arthur Hays Sulzberger, then publisher of the Nea York Times)
and if he says o sign ir Twill] " His uncle subsequently signed such an
agreement, Sulzberger said, and he thinks he did, too, though he is
unsure. " { don’e kinow, fwenty-some years is a long time.” FHe described
the whole question as "a bubble in a batheub.”

Stewarr Alsops relationship with the Agency was much more
extensive than Suleberger’s. One official wha served ar the highest
levels n the CTA said flacly: “Stew Alsop was a CIA agent.” An equally

sencor official refused to define Alsop's relationship wich the Agency
excepl o say it was a formal one. Other sources said that Alsop was
particularly helpful o the Agency in discussions with officials of
foreign governments—asking questions to which the CTA was seeking
answers, planting misinformation advamtageous o American policy,
assessing oppartunities for CIA recruitment of well-placed farcigners,

"Absolute nonsense” said Joseph Alsop of the notion that his
brother was a CIA agent. "1 was closer to the Ayency than Stew was,
chough Stew was very close. I dare say he did perform some tasks—he
just did the correct thing as an American, ... The Founding Fathers [of
che CIA] were close persanal friends of oucs, Dick Bissell | former CIA
deputy direcror] was my uldest friend, from childhood. It was a social
thing, my dear fellow. I never received a dollar, I never signed a secrecy
agreement. 1 didn't have to.... I've done things for them when [
iﬁol'l'ghf they were the righe thing to do. T eall ic doing my duty as a citi-
e,

Absop is willing ro discuss on the record only two of the tasks he
usdertook: a visic to Lacs in 1952 ae the behest of Frank Wisner, who
fele other American reporters were Using ant-American sources
abuuc uprisings there; and a visic to rhe Philippines in 1953 when the
CIA rthought his presence chere mighe affece the outcome of an
election. “Des FizGerald urged me to g0, Alsop recalled. "It would
be less likely thar the clection could be swlen [by che appancncs of
Ramon Magsaysay| if the eyes of the world were 6n them. I stived wich
the ambassador and wrote abour whae happened.” '
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Alsop maintains that he was never manipulated by the Agency. " You
can't getentangpled so diey have leverage on yvou,” he said. " Bur whar [
weote was trie. My view was ro pet the facts, It someone in the Agency
was wrong, [ stopped talking to (hem—thev'd given me phoay goods”
On one orcasion, Alsep said, Richard Helms aurhori:ﬂi‘ the head of
the Agency’s analytical branch to provide Alsop with informaden on
Soviee military presence along the Chinese border. "The analyrical
side of the Agency had been dead wrong abouc the war in Viemam—
they thoughe it couldn’t be wan." said Alsop. "And they were wrong on
the Sovier buildup. |stopped wlking ro them.” Today, he says, “People
in eur business would be ourraged st the kinds of suggestions that were
made o me. They shouldn't be. The CI2 did not open irself acall to
peaple it did not trust. Seew and T were trusted, and I'm proud of i«

MURKY DETAILS OF ClA RELATIONSHIPS WITH INDIVID-
uals and news organizations began trickling out in 1973 when it was firse
disclosed thar the CIA had, on accasion, employed jouenalises, Those
repores, combined with new information, serve as easebook studies of
the Agency’s use of jounahses for intelligence purposes. They in-
clude:

8 The Nea York Times, The Agency’s relacionship with the Times was
by far its most valuable among newspapets, according to CIA offcials.
From 1950 to 1966, abour ten CIA employees were provided Times
cover under arcangements approved by the newspaper’s late publisher,
Arthur Hays Sulzberger "The cover arrangements were parr of a
general Timer policy—set by Sultherger—to provide assistance to the
CIA whenever pnssible.

Suldwerier was especially close ro Allen Dulles. "At thac level of
contact it was the mighty calking to the mighy said a high-level CIA
official who was present a: some of the discussions. “There was an
agreement in principle thay, ves indeed, we would help each other. The
question of cover came up on several pocasions. Tt was agreed thar the
acusal arrangesments would be handled by subordinates. ... The mighry
didn'c wans to know the specifics; chey wanted plausible rfuniabiligc.'

A senion CIA ofheial who reviewsd a portion of the Agency’s files
on journalises for two hours on Sepeember 15¢h, 1977, said-he found
documentacion of five instances in which the Times had provided cover
far CIA esmployees berwien 1954 and 1962.In esch instance he said the
arrangeraents were handled by exccutives of the Times; che documents
all concained stindard Agency language "showing thar this had been
checked ouc at higher levels of the New York Timer.” said the official,
The documents did not mention Suleberpers name, however—only
those of subordinates whom the official refused to identify.

The CIA emplovers who received Timey credentials posed as
se=ayers for the paper abroad and worked as members of clercal stafis
inehe Tines” foresgn bureaus. Most were American; two or three were
f't‘ll'cilwh.'rs.

CIA atficialy cire twa reasons why the Agency's working rela-
conship with the Times was closer and moee extensive than with any
other paper: the fact that the 7imes maintained the largest foreign news
operation 1 Awmenican daily journalism: and the close personal tes
berween the men whio ran both instimurions,

Sulsberger inforined a number of reporters and editors of his
gencral policy of cooperation with che Agency, "We were in touch with
them——theyd talk co us and some cooperaced” said s CIA official. The
cooperation usually invalved passing on information and “sporting”
prospecove agents among foreigners,

Arthur Hays Sulzherger signed a secreey agreement with the CIA
in the 19505, according to CIA officials—a fact canficmed by his
nephew, C.L. Sulzbergec However, there are varying interpretaiions of
the purpose of the agreement: C.L. Sultherger says ic represenred
aothing mors than a pledge nor to disclose classified intormation made
available 1o the publisher, Thar contention is supported by some
Ageney otheuls, Othess in the Agency mainrain thar che agresment
representid 2 pledye never wo reveal any of the Times’ dealings wich the
CIA, especially chose invalving cover. And there ars thase who note
that, because all civer acrangements are classified, a secrecy agreement
would autamnatically apply to chem.




Arrempts to find oue which individuals in the Times organization
made the actual arcangements for providing credentials to CIA per-
sonnel have been unsuccessful. In a lerter to reporter Stuart Loory in
1974, Turner Catledye, managing edicor of the Times from 1951 to 1964,
wrote that approaches by the CIA had been rebuffed by the newspaper.
T knew nothing abour any involvement with the CIA .. .of any of our
toreign correspondents on the New York Times. [ heard many times of
overtures to our men by the CIA, secking to use their privileges.
contacts, Gnmunitics and, shall we say, supesior incelligence in the
saraud business of spying and informing, [fany one of them succumbed
to the blandishments or cash offers, T was not awace of it. Repearedly,
the CIA and other hush-hush agencies soughe 1 make arrangements
for ‘cooperation’ even with Times management, especially during or
soon after World War 11, bur we always resisted. Ouir motive was to
pratect our credibiling”

According o Wayne Phillips, a former Tines reporter, the CIA
invaked Arthur Flays Sulzberger’s name wheu it tried to recruic him as
an undercover operative in 1952 while he was studying ar Columbia
University’s Russtan [nstitore. Phillips said an Agency official told him
thar che CLA had "a working acrangerment” with the publisher in which
other reporcers abroad had been placed on the Agency's payroll,
Phillips, who remained at the Tines sl 1961, later obtaned CIA
ducuments under the Freedom of Informarion Act which show thar the
Agency intended to develop him as a clandestine “asset” for use
abiroad, :

On January 31se, 1976, the Times carried a brief srory describing the
CIAS aerempt to recruit Phillips. It guored Archur Ochs Sulzberger,
the present publisher, as Follows: "1 never heard of the Times being
approached, either in my capacity as publisher or as the son of the lare
Me Sulzberger” The Times story, written by John M. Crewdson, also
reported that Archur Hays Sulzberger told an unnamed former corre-
spondent thae he might be appmmied by the CIA after arriving at a
new post abroad. Sulzberger told him thar he was not "under any
obligation t agree” the story said, and that che publisher himselt
would be "happiee” if he refused to cooperate. “But he left it sort of up
tr me,” the Times quoted its former reporter as saying. " The message
was il 1 really wanted to do thar, okay, but he didn’c chink ic appropriate
for a Times correspondent”

C.L. Sulzberger, in a telephone interview, said he had na knowledge
of any CIA personnel using Times cover or of reporiers for the paper
working actively for the Agency, He was the paper’s chief of foreign
service from 1944 to 1954 and expressed doubt that his uncle would
have approved such arrangements. More typical of the lage publisher,
said Sulsberger, was a promise made t Allen Dulles' beother, John
Foster, then secretary of state, that no Times seaff member would be

permitted to accepe an invitation to visic the People’s Republic of China

without John Eosrer Dulles’ consent. Such an invitation was extendsd
to the publisher’s nephew in che 1950s; Arthur Sul:berger forbade him
i accept it. "t was seventeen years before another 7imes correspond-
ent was invited,” C.L. Sttlzberger cecalled, ‘

@ The Columbia Broadeastng System. CBS was unguestionably the
CIAS most valuable broadeasting asser. CBS president William Paley
and Allen Dulles enjoved an easy working and sacial relationship. Over
the years, the nenwock provided cover for CIA employees, including ar
least one well-known foreign eorrespondent and several stringers; it
supplied ouztakes of newsilm to the CIA; established a formal channel
of communication between the Washingron bureau chief and the
Agency; gave the Agency access to the CBS newsfilm library; and
allowed repores by CBS correspondents to che Washington and New
Yol newscoums to be routinely monicored by the CIA, Onee a year
during the 19505 and early i960s, CBS correspandents joined the CIA
fuerarchy for privare dinnees and briefings.

The derails of the CBS-CIA arrangements wers worked our by

5 ; th Dulles an . “The h F ¢ . o ; ; : . :
subordinates of bo d Paley. “The head of the tompany I continued many of his predecessor’s practices, in an interview with this

doesn’t want o know the fine poinrs, nar does the director” said a CIA

official. "Both designate aides 1o work char our, It keeps them above the
bartele.”

Dz Frank Stanton, for 25 yeaes president of the network, was
aware of the  general arvangements Paley made with Dylls
—including  those for covey, according to  CIA  officials,
(Stancon, in an interview lase year, said he could not recall any cover
arrangements.) Bue Paley's designaced concace for the Agency was Sig

Mickelson, president of CBS News between 1954 and 1961. On one

occasion, Mickelson has said, he complained to Stanton abour having o
use a pay telephone 1o call the CIA, and Stanton suggested he install a
prvace line, hypassing the CBS swirchboard, (sr the purpose, Aceord-
ing to Mickelson, he did so. Mickelson s now president of Radio Eree
Europe and Radio Libecty, both of which were associated wich the LA
for many years,

In 1975, CBY News president Richard Salant ordered an in-house
investigarion of the necwork’s dealings with the CIA. (Some of its
findings were first disclosed by Robert Scheer in the Los A ngeles Times,)
Bur Salant's report makes no mention of some of his own dealings wich
the Agency, which continued into the 1970s,

Many detnls abiie the CBS-CIA relationship were found in Mick-
clsan’s fles by two mvestigacors for Salant. Among the docainenes they
found was & Seprember 13¢h, 1957, memo o Mickelson from Ted Kaap,
CHS News bureav chief in Washingron from 1948 t0 1961, It describes a
phone call to Koop from Colonel Stanley Grogan of the ClA:"Grogan
phoned w sav thar Recves [ ].B. Love Reeves, another CIA official] is
soing to Mew York to he in charge of the CIA contact office there and
will call e see vou and some of your vonfreres, Grogan says normal
actwities will continue to channel through the Washington office of
CBS News™ The repors to Salant also states: "Further investigation of
Mickelson’s files reveals some details of the eelationship between the
CIA and CBS News.... Twa key administeators of this relationship
were Mickelson and Koop.... The main actvity appeared to be the
delivery of CBS newsfilm o the CIA. ... In addition there is evidence

I that, during 1964 to 1971, film material, including some outcakes, were

supplied by the CBS Mewsfilm Library to the CIA through and ar the
direction of Me Koop. ... Notes in Mr. Mickelson’s hles indicate thac
the CIA nsed CBS filins for rraining. ... All of the abave Mickelson
aceivities wire handled on a confidential basis without mentioning cha
words Cenreal Incelligence Agency. The films were sent o individuals
at post-otice box aunthers and were paid for by individual, noc
gow.rninenr. :'f:cc-li.s. o Nickelson also regularly sene the CIA an
intermal CIS newsleteer, according o the repors,

Salant’s investigation led him to conclude that Frank Kearns, a
CBS-T'V reporter from 1998 to 1971, "was a CIA guy who got on the
payroll somehow through a CIA contacr with somebody ac CBS)”
K ~2.us has denied the charge, Bur according to CIA officials, both
Kearns and Austin Goodrich, a CBS stringer, were undercover CIA
emplovees, hired under arrangements approved by Paley. .

Last vear a spokesman for Paley denied a eeport by former CBS
correspendent Daniel Schorr thor Mickelson and he had discussed
Goodrich’s CIA status during a meeting with two Agency represenra-
tives in 1994, The spokesman claimed Paley had no knowledge that
Guedrich had worked for the CIA. “When I moved into the job I was
told by Palev chat there was an ongoing relationship with the CIA"
Mickelson said in a recent interview. “He inrroduced me to two agents
who he said would keep in rouch. We all discussed the Goodrich
sitation and film arvangements. | assumed this was 3 normal rela-
tionship at che dme. This was at the heighe of the Cold War and I
assurned the communications media were cnoperating—though the
Goedrich marter was compromising”

At the headguariess of CBS News in New York, Paley’s coopera-
tion with the ©1A is caken for granted by many news executives and
reporeers, despite the denials. Paley, 76, was not interviewrd by Salants
investigarass. e wouldn't do any good,” satd one CBS executive. "It is
the sinale subject about which his memory has failed”

Salant discussed his own contaces with the CIA, and the Face thar he

reporter last vear The contacts, he sad, began in February 1961, “when
Lot a phone call from a CIA man who said he had 4 working
relationship with Sig Mickelson. The man said, "Your bosses know all




about it! " According to Salant, che CLA representarive oked that
CHBS contnue to supply the Agency with unedited newstapes and make
its ‘-'“"":_fl“"“j‘*“--* available for debriefing by Agency alivials. Said
Salant: "I said no on talking 1o the reporrers, and let them see
broadeast tpes. bur no outtakes. Thic weit on for @ nmder ol
years—imto the carly Sevenres.”

In 964 and 1965, Salanc cerved on a supersecrer CIA rask force
which explored methods of beaming American peepaganda broadeasts
wo the People’s Republic of Clina, The ather members of the four-man
study team were Ehigniew Brzevinski, thea a profesior at Columbia
University; Willam Griffich, then peotessor of polideal seience az the
Massachusests [nstiture of Technology; and John Hayes, then vice-
president of the Washington Pose Company for radio-TV", The princi-
pal government officials associated with the project were Cord Meyer
of the CIA; McGeorge Bundy, then special assistant to the president
fur nacional security; Leonard Macks, then dirécror of the USIA; and
Bill Moyers, then special assistane to President Lyndon [ohason and
now a CBS correspondent.

Salant’s involvement in the project began with a call from Leonard

Marks, “who told me the Whire House wanced to form a commirtee of
four people to make a study of U.S, overseas broadcasts behind the
Iron Curtain” When Salane arcived in Washingron for the first
meeting he was told that the project was CIA sponsured. "Tts purpose.”
he said, "was ro decermine how best to set up shortwave brosdeasts into
Red China” Accompanied by a CIA officer named Paul Henazie, the
committee of four subsequently traveled around the world inspeccing
facilities run by Radio Free Europe and Radio Liberty (both ClA-run
operations at the time), the Voice of America and Armed Forces Radio,
After more than a year of study, they submitted a reporr to Moyers
recommending thar the government establish a broadcast service, run
by the Voice of America, to be beamed ar che Peoples Republic of
China. (Salant has served two tours as head of CBS News, from
1961-64 and 1966-present. A the time of the China peoject he was a
CBS corporate execurive.)
W Time and Newsneek magazines. According to CIA and Senate
sources, Agency files contain writren agresments with former foreign
correspondents and seringers for both the weekly news magazines, The
same sources refused to say whether the CIA has ended all s
associations wich individuals who work for the two publicanons. Allen
Dulles often interceded with his good friend, the late Heney Luce,
founder of Time and Liﬂ' magazines, who readily allowed certain
members of his staff to work for the Agency and agreed to provide jubs
and ceedentials for other CTA operatives wha lacked journalistic expe-
rience.

For many years, Luce’s personal emissary to the CIA was c.D:
Jackson, a Time Inc., vice-president whe was publisher ot Life maga-

zine from 1960 unnl his deach in 1964, While a Time executive, Jackson
cositthored a ClA-spansored study recommending the reorganization
of the American intelligence services in the early 19505, Jackson, whose
Time-Life service was interrupred by a one-year White House tour as
an assistant to President Dwight Eisenhower, approved specihe ar-

rangements for providing CIA employees wich Time-Life cover. Some.

of these arrangements were made with the knowledge of Luce’s wife,
Clare Boothe. Other arrangements for Time cover, according ro CLA
officials (ineluding those who deale with Luce), were made with the
knowledge of Hedley Donovan, now editor-in-chief of Time Inc.
Danovan, who took over editorial direction of all Time [nc. publica-
tions in 1959, denied in a telephone interview that he knew of any such
arrangements. 1 was never approached end I'd be amazed if Luce
approved such arrangements,” Donovan said. “Luce had a very scru-
pulous regard for the difference between journalism and govern-
ment.

In the 19505 and carly 1960s, Tune magazine’s foreign correspond-

ents attended CLA “briefing” dinners similar to those the CIA held for |l

CBS, And Luce, according ro CIA officials, made it a regular pracrice
to brief Dulles ar other high Agency officials when he rerurned from
his frequent trips abroad. Luce and the men who ran his magazines in

I'the 10305 and 1960s encouraged their foreign correspondents

[ provide help ra the CIA, particularly information thar might be usefu

to the Ageney for intelligence purposes or recruiting forcigners,

At Newmeck, Agency soucces repormad, che CIA engaged the
services of several foreign cocrespondents and stringers nnder ar
cangewents approved by sewior editors at the magazine, Newmvel'
stringer in Nome in che mid-Fifties made lirtls seicor of the Face thar he
worked for the CIA, Malcolm Muir, Nensweek’s ediror from @t
tounding in 1937 undl its sale ta the Washington Post Company ir
1961, said in & recent interview chat lis dealings with the CIA wer
limtted to private briefings he gave Allen Dulles after trips abroad an.
arrangements he approved for regular debricfin s of Newewerk covre
spondents by the Agency. He said that he had never pravided cover &
CIA operanves;, bur that athees high in the Newnicek organizacic
might have done so without his knowledge.

"I would have thought there might have been stringers who wer
agents, but T didn’t know who they were.” sard Muie T do think »
those days the CIA kepr prewry close ouch with all responaibli
reporrees, Whenever I heard something thae [ thoughe mighe be
wnterest to Allen Dulles, I'd call him up.... At one point he appoinzec
ane of his CIA men to keep in regular contact with our reporters,
chap thac [ knew bur whose name I can't remember T had a number o
friends in Allen Dulles’ organization” Muir said thae Harry Kern

| Newsweek's foreign editor from 1945 undl 1956, and Ernest K. Lindles

the magazines Washington bureau chief during the same period

| "regularly checked in with various fellows in the CIA”

“To the best of my knowledge,” said Kern, “nobody at Newsweel

" worked for the CIA. ... The informal relationship 1was there. Why hav

anybody sign anything? What we knew we told them [ ¢he CTA] and i
Seate Department.... When I wene to Washinaton, 1 would talk «
Foster ar Allen Dulles abeur what was going on. ... We thoughet it wa
admirable at the time. We were all on the same side” CLA officials sa
that Kerns dealings with the Agency were exteusive, In 1956, he lef
Newsweek to run Foreign Reports, a Washingron-based newsletter whes
subscribers Kern refuses ro identify.

Ernest Lindley, who remained at Newsweel unol 1961, said in a recer
interview thar he regularly consulted with Dulles and ocher high CI:
officials before going abroad and briefed them upon his return. "Alle
was very helpful to me and T eried ta reciprocate when I could.” he saic
"I give him my impressions of people I'd mer overseas. Once or twic
he asked me to brief a large group of intelligence people; when [ cam
back from the Asian-African conference in 1935, for examiple; the
mamly wanted to know about varions peopla.’

As Washingron bureau chief, Lindley said he learned from Malcelr
Muir thac the mogazine’s stringer in southeastecn Europe was a Cl:
contract employee—given credentials under arrangements worked on
with the managemeat, "1 remember it came up—whether it was a goen
idea to keep this person from che Agency; evenroally it was decided t
discontinue the association,” Lindley sand,

When Newsweek was purchased by the Washingion Pest Compan
publisher Philip L. Graham was informed by Agency officials chat th
CIA oecasionally used rhe magazine for cover purposes, according «
CIA sources. "It was widely known that Phil Graham was somehad
you could get help from,” said a former deputy director of the Agenc:
“Frank Wisner cfen]r with him.” Wisner, depury director of the €I
from 1950 until shortly before his suicide in 1965, was the Agency
premier orchestrator of “black” operations, including many in whic
journalises: were involved. (Wisner liked to hoast of his “mgh
Wouelizzer)” a wondrous propaganda insteument he buile, and playee
with help from the press.) Phil Geaham was prehably Wisner's close:
friend. But Grahanm, whe commiteed suicide in 1963, apparently kne:

{ lietle of the specifics of any cover arrangements with New avect, CL
| sources sard,

In 1963-66, an accredized Neasneek stringer in the Far Bast was i

iy



fact a CIA contract employee earning an annual salary of § 10,000 from
the Agency, according ro Robert T. Weod, then a CIA offcer in che
Hang Kong station. Some Newsweek correspondents and stringers
continued o maintain covert ties with the Agency into the 19705, C1A
sources said.

Intormatinn about Agency dealings with the Washington Post news-
paper is extremely skecchy According to CIA officials, some Post
stwingers have been CIA employees, but chese officials say they do not
knaw if anyore in the Poyr management was awzre of the arrange-
menrs,

All editors-in-chief and managiog edicors of the Post since 1950 say
they knew of ne formal Agency relationships with eicher stringers or
members of the Post seaft. "If anything was done it was done by Phil
withaut eur knowledge,” said one. Agency oflictals, meanwhile, make
no clain that Post staff members have had covert affiliaticns with the
Agency while working for the papec®

Katharine Grabkam, Philip Graham's widow and the current pub-

lisher of the Post, says she has never besn informed of any CIA
relationships with either Post or Newsweek personmel. In November of
1973, Mes. Greaham called William Culby and asked if any Post
stringers or staff membres were associated with the CIA. Colby
assured her that no staff members were employed by the Agency but
refused to discuss the question of seringers.
B The Louimille Courier-Joumal, From December 1964 uneil Masch
1963, a CIA undercover operative named Robert H. Campbell worked
on the Courter-joumal. According to high-level CLA sources, Campbell
was hired by the paper under arrangements the Agency made with
MNaorman E. Isaacs, then executive editor of the Courier-Journal. Barey
Bingham Sc, then publisher of the paper, also had knowledge of the
arrangements, the sources said. Both Isaacs and Bingham have denied
knowing that Campbell was an intelligence agent when he was hiced.

The complex saga of Campbell’s hiring was fese revealed in a
Courier-Journal story written by James B Herzog on March 27th, 1976,
during the Senate commirree’s investigarion. Herzog's account began:
" When 28-year-ald Robert H. Campbell was hired as o Courier-Journal
reporter in December 1964, he couldn’t type and knew lictle about news
writing " The account then quored the paper's former managing editor
as saying that Isaacs told him that Campbell was hired as a resule of a
CIA request. "Norman said, when he was in Washingron [in 1964], he
had been cailed w lunch with some friend of his who was wich che CIA
[and chae] he wanted to send chis young fellow down to gee him a lieels
knowledge of newspapering” All aspects of Camphell’s hiring were
highly unusual No effort had been made to check his credentials, and
his employment cecords contained the following rwo notations: “[saacs
has files of correspondence and investigation of this man" and, "Hired
for temporary work—no reference checks completed or needed.”

The feve! of Campbell's journalistic abilities apparently remained
conaistent during his stinr at the paper "The seuff thar Campbell
ruened i was almost unreadable” said a former assistant city editoc
One of Campbells major reporwrial projeces was a feature abous
woaden Indians. [t was never published. During his renure at the paper,
Campbell frequented a bar a Few steps from the urnce where, on
occasion, he reportedly confided to fellow drinkers that he was 3 CIA
employee.

According to CIA sources, Campbell's tour ar the Courter-fowmal
was arranged to pravide him with a record of journalistic experience
that would znhance che plausibility of future “reportorial cover and
teacn him something about the newspaper business. The Courier-
Joumal's investigation also wened up the fact that before coming to
Louisville he had worked briefly for the Hornell, New Yock, Evening
Tritune, published by Freedom News, Inc. CTA sources said the
Agency had made arrangements with chac paper’s management to
employ Campbell?

At the Courier-fourmal, Campbell was hired under arrangements
made with Isaacs and approved by Bingham, said CIA and Senate
sources. “We paid the Counler-Jotamnal 5o they could pay his salary” said
an Agency official who was involved in the transaction. Responding by
lecter to these assertions, Isaacs, who lefr Loisville to become presi-

dent and publisher of the Wilmingron (Delaware) Newr & Joumal,
said: "All T can do is repeat the simple rruth-—that never, under any
circumstances, ot at 20y time, have I over knowingly hired a goveen-
ment agent. ['ve also tried t deedge my memory, bur Campbell’s hiring
meant su little to me that nothing emergee. ... None of this is to say that
I couldn’c have been "had’" Baery Bingham Sr, said last year in a
telephone interview that he had no specific memory of Camphelly
hicing and denied that he knew of any acrangements between the
fewspaper’s management and che CIA. However, CIA. officials said
thar the Currier-Jonmal, throush contaces with Bingham, provided
other unspecified assisrance to the Agency in the 1950s and 1960s. The
Courterfournal’s deeailed, front-page account of Campbells hiring was
initiaced by Barry Bingham Jr, who suceseded his facher as editor and
publisher of the paper in 1971 The article is che caly major piece of
self-investigation by a newspaper chat has appeared on chis subject,

@ The American Broadeasting Company and the Nationa! Broadeast-
ing Company. Accoeding to CIA officials, ABC continued to provide
cover for some CIA operatives chrough the 19605, One was Sam Jaffe
wha CIA officials said performed clandestine tasks for the Agency.
Jaffe has ackrowledged only providing the CIA with information. In
addition, another well-known nerwork correspondent performed cov-
et tasks for the Agency, said CIA sources. Ar the rime of the Senate
hearings, Ageney officials serving ar che highest levels refused to say
whether the CIA was still maintaining active relationships with
members of the ABC-News organization. All cover arrangements
were made with the knewledge of ABC executives, the sources said.

These same sources professed to know few specifics about the

Agency’s relationships with NRC, except that several {oreign corre-
spondents of the network undertook some assipnments for the Agency
in the 19505 and 1960s. "It was a thing people did then,” said Richard
Wald. president of NBC News since 1973, T wouldn't be surprised if
people here—including some of the carrespondents in those days—
had cennections with the Agency”
8 The Copley Press, and its subsidiary, the Copley Mews Service,
This relationship, firse disclosed publicly by reporters Joe Trenwo and
Davee Roman in Penthouse magazine, is said by CIA officials o have
been amang the Agency’s most peoductive in terms of getting "ourside”
cover for its emplovees. Coplay awns nine newspzpers in California and
Hliuois—among them the San Dieso Union and Evening Tribune. The
Trento-Roman account, which was financed by a grant frowmn the Fund
for Tnvestigacive Journalism, asserted that at least tweney-chree Copley
News Service employess performed work for the CIA. “The Agency’s
involvement with the Copley organization is so extensive daac ic's almost
" ossible o sore our)” said 2 CIA official who was asked about the
refatinnship lase in 1976, Other Agency officials said'then that James S.
Coplev. the chain’s owner until his dearh in 1973, peesunally made most
of the cover arrangements with the CIA,

According (o Trento and Roman, Copley personally volunteered his
news service to then-peesident Bisenhower to act as "the eyes and sars”
against "the Communiss theear in Lacin and Ceneral America” for "our
intelligence services.” James Copley was also the guiding hand behind
the Inter-American Press Association, 3 ClA-funded organization
with heavy membership among right-wing Latin American rewspaper
editors,

8 Ocher major news oeganiztions. According to Agency officials,
CIA &les document addiwional cover  arrangesments with the fallow-
ing news-gathering organizations. among achers: the New York Herald-
Tribune, the Sutrday Evenmg Post, Scripps-Howard Newspapers,
Hearst Newspapers (Seymonr K. Freidin, Hesrst’s currene London
bureau chief and a former Herald-Tribune editor and correspondent, has
been idendificd as a CIA opecative by Agency sources), Associated
Press,” United Press Internazional, the Mutual Broadeasting System,
Reurers and che Mimi Heruld. Cover arrangements withs the Herald,
aceurding to CTA officials, were tnusual in that they were made "on the
ground "——ie. by the CIA stadon in Miami, not from CIA head-

quarters.




“And that’s just a small pare of the lise)” in the words of one official
who served in the CIA hierarchy, Like many sources, chis official said
that the only way to end the uncertainties about aid furnished the
Agency by journalists is to disclose the contents of the CIA files—a
course opposed by almost all of the chirty-five presenc and former CIA
oificials interviewed over the course of a vear,

COLBY CUTS HIS LOSSES

THE CIAS USE OF JOURNALISTS CONTINUED VIR-
weally unabated uncil 1973 when, in response to public disclosure that
the Agency had seeredy employed American reporrers, William Colby
began scaling down the
conveyed the impression that the use of journalists had been minimal
and of Finited imporrance to the Agency.

He then inidated a series of moves intended to convince the press,
Congress and the public that the CIA had goten out of the news
business. Bur according to Agency officials, Colby. had in fact thrown a

pratective ner around his most valuable intelligence assets in the ‘

jourmalistic communicy. He ordered his deputies to maineain Agency
ties with its best journalist contaces while severing formal re]ationships_‘
with many regarded as inactive, relatively unproductive or only margin-
ally important, In reviewing Agency files co comply with Colbys
directive, o{ficlals found chae many journalists had not performed useful
functons for the CIA in years, Such relationships, perhaps as many asa
hundred, were rerminated beeween 1973 and 1976,

Meanwhile, important CIA operatives who had been placed on the
staffs of some major newspaper and broadcast ouders were told o
resicn and become stringers or freclancers, thus enabling Colby ro
assure conceened editors that members of their staffs were not CIA

frogram. In his public statements, Colby |

time he tock over, “Too prominens” the director ﬁ:equ.zndy sairl of
some of the individuals and news oraanizations chen working with the
CIA. (Orhers in the Agency refer to their best-kuown journalistie
assets as "brand names.”)

"Colbys concern was that he mighe lose the resource altugethes
unless we became a litdle more carcful about who we used and how we
got them,” explained one of the former director’s deputies, The thruse
of Colby’s subsequent actions was to move the Agency's affiliations
away from the so-called “majors” and to concentrate them instead in
smaller newspaper chains, broadcasting groups and such specialized
publications as trade journals and newsletzers.

Aftee Colby left the Agency on January 28th, 1976, and was
succeeded by George Bush, the CIA announced a new policy: “Effec-
| tive immediately, the CIA will not enter into any paid or contcactual
| relationship with any full-time or part-time news correspondent ac-
' credited by any U.S. news service, newspaper, periedical, radio or

relevision network or station” At the time of the announcement, the

| Agency acknowledged that the policy would result in terminarion of

| less than half of the relationships with the 50 1J.S. journalists it said

were siill affiliated with che Agency. The text of the announcement

' "noted that the CIA would condnue 1o “welcome' the voluntary, unpaid

| cooperarion of journaliszs. Thus, many velationships were permitted to
remain intact.

The Ageney's unwillingness to end its use of journalists and ies

| continued relationships with some news executives is largely the
preduct of two basic facts of the intelligence game: journalistic cover is

| ideal becanse of the nquisiive nature of a reporter’s job; and many

* other sources of institutional cover have been denied the CIA in recent

. years by busincsses, foundadons 2nd educational inseitutions that once
conperated with the Agency.

“It's tough ta run a secret agency in this councry” explained one
high-level CTA official. “We have a curicus ambivalence about in-
telligence. In order ro serve overseas we need caver But we have been
fighting a rear-guard action to try and provide cover. The Peace Corps
is of-limits, o is USIA, the foundations and voluatary organizarions
have heen oft-limits since *67, and theze is a self-imposed prohibition on
Fulbrights [ Fulbright Scholars]. If you take the American community
and line up who could work for the CIA and who couldn't thers is a

employees. Colby also feared that some valuable stringer-operatives
might find their covers blown if scruting of the Agency’s ties with
journalists continued. Some of these individuals were reassigned to jobs
on se~called proprietary publications—foreign periodicals and broad-
cast outlers secretly funded and sraffed by the CIA. Other journalists

who had signed formal contracts wich the CIA—-making them employ- |

ees of the Agency—were released [rom their conrracts and asked o
continue working under less formal arrangements.

In MNovember 1973, afrer many such shifts had been made, Colby
told reporters and edicors from the New York Times and che Waskington
Star that the Agency had "some three dozen” American newsmen “on
the CIA payroll,” ineluding five who worked for “general-circulation
news organizations.” Yet even while the Senare Intelligence Commitree
was holding its hearings in 1976, according to high-level CIA sources,
the TIA continued to maintain des with seventy-five to ninety journal-
ists of every descripdon——executives, reporters, stringers, photogra-
phers, columnists, burzau clerks and members of broadcast technical
crews. More than half of these had been moved off CIA contracts and
payrolls but they were stll bound by other secree agreements with the
Agency. According to an unpublished report by the House Select
Committee on Intelligence, cﬁairrd by Representative Otls Pike, at
least fiftecn news organizarions were still providing cover for CTA
operatives as of 1976.

Colby, who built a repuration as one of the most skilled undercover
tacricians in the CIA’ history, had himself run journalises in clandestine
operations before becoming director in 1973, But cven he was said by
his closest associates to have been disturbed at how exrensively and, in
his view, indiscciminately, the Agency continued to vze journalists ar che

i

very narrow potential. Even the Foreign Service doesn’t want us. So
wheee the hell do you go? Business is nice, bur the press is a nagural.
One journalist is worth twenty agenvs. He has access, the ability to ask

_questions without arnusing sussicion. —. —

THE ROLE OF THE
CHURCH COMMITTEE
,,

i

| DESPITE THE EVIDENCE OF WIDESPREAD CIA USE OF §

| journalists, che Senate Intelligence Commirtee and irs staff decided
| against questioning any of the reporters, editors, publishevs or broad-
| cast executives whose relacionships with the Agency are detailed in
CIA files.

According to sousces in the Senare and the Agency, the use of.
journalists wis one of two areas of inquiry which che CIA went to
extraordinary lengths to currail. The other was the Ageney’s continu-
ing and extensive use of academics for recruicment and informaton-
gathering purposes.

In borh instznces, the sources said, forraer direcrors Colby and Bush
and CIA special counsel Mitchell Rogovin were able to convince key
members of the committee that full inquiry or even limited public
disclosure of the dimensions of the activices would do irrepacable




damage to the nation's intelligence-gathering npparatus, as well as to
the reputations of hundreds of individuals. Colby was reported to have
been especially persuasive in arguing that disclosure would bring on a
Jatter-day “witch hunt” in which the victims would be reportess,
publishers and editors.

Walter Eldesr, deputy to former CIA director McCone and the

principal Agency liaison to the Church commiteee, argued that the
committee Iacked jurisdiction because there had been no misuse of
journalists by the CIA; the relationships had been voluntaey. Elder
cited a3 an example the case of the Louisville Courier-Jounal. “Church
and other people on the committee were on the chandelier about the
Courier-Joumal)® one Agency official aaid, © uneil we pointed out that we
had gone to the editor to arrange cover, and that che editor had said,
'Fine! " -
Some members of the Church commistee and staff feared that
Agency officials had gained control of the inquiry and that they were
being hoodwinked. “The Agency was extremely clever about it and the
committee played right into its hands.” said one congressional source
familiae with all aspects of the inquiry. "Church and some of the other
members were much more interested in making headlines than in doing
serious, tough investigating. The Agency pretended co be giving up a
lor whenever it was asked abour che flashy stuffi—assassinations and
secrec weapons and James Bond eperations. Then, when it came to
chings that they didn'c want to give away, that were much more
important ta the Agency, Colby in parsicular called in his chits. And the
committee bought i’

The Senate committee’s investigation into the use of journalists was
supervised by William B. Bader, a former CIA intelligence officer who
recurned briefly to the Agency this year as depury to CIA director
Seansfield Turner and is now a high-level intelligence official at the
Defense Department. Bader was assisted by David Aaren, who now
serves as the deputy to Zbigniew Brzezinski, President Carter’s na-
onal security advises

According to colleagues on the staff of the Senate inquiry, both
ader am] Aaron were disturbed by the information contained in CIA
files aboue journalists; they urged chat fusther investgation be under-
taken by the Senate’s new pecmanent CIA oversight committee, That
commitctee, however, has spent its first year of existence writing a new
chareer for the CTA, and members say there has been linle interest in
delving further into the CIAs use of the press.

Bader's investigation was conducted under unusually difficulr condi-
rions. His first request for specific information on the use of journalists
was turned down by the CIA on grounds that there had been no abuse
of authoricy and that current intelligence operations might be com-
promised. Senators Walter Huddleston, Howard Baker, Gary Harr,
Walter Mondale and Charles Mathias—who had expressed interest in
the subject of the press and the CIA—shared Bader’s distress at the
ClAs reacrion. In a series of phone calls and meetings with CIA
director George Bush and acher Agency officials, the senators insisted
that the committee staff be provided information sbout the scope of
CIA-press activities. Finally, Bush agreed to order 2 search of the fles
and have those records pulled which dealr with operations whete
journalists had been used. Buc the raw files could not be made available
to Bader or the committes, Bush insisted, Instead, the director decided,
his deputies would condense the material into one-paragraph sum-
maries describing in the most general terms the activities of each
individual journalise. Most important, Bush decreed, the names of
journaliscs and of the news crganizations with which they were affiltared
would be omited from the summaries. However, there mighe be some
indication of the region where the journalist had served and a genecal
deseription of the type of news organization for which he worked.

Assembling the summanes was difficult, according to CIA officials ||
who supervised the job. Theee were no “journalist fles” per se and '
information had to be coliected from divergent sources that reflect the {
highly compactmentalized character of the CIA. Case officers who had i

undercover operations in which it Scemed logical that journalists had
been used. (Significantly, all work by reporters for che Agency fell

| under the category of covert operatiuns, not fareign intelligence.) Old

lsmtiun cocurds were culled. "We really had s seramble.” said one offi-
| cial.

| After seversl weeks, Bader began receiving the summarics, which

numbered over 400 by the time the Agency said ir had completed

searching its fies.

The Agency played an intriguing numbers game with the commii-
tee. Those wha prepared the material say itwas physically impossible ©©
"produce all of the Ageney's files on the ‘use of journalists, "We gave
them a broad, representative picture,” said one ageacy afficial. "We
never pretended it was a total description of the range of acdivities over
23 years, or of the number of journalises who have done things for us”

A eelatively small number of the summaries deseribed the activides of
foreign journalists—including those working as stringers for Ameri-
can publications. Those officials most knowledgeable abour the subject

Isay that a figure of 400 American journalists is on the low side of the

Jactual number who waintained covert relationships and undertook

I elandestine rasks.

Bader and others to whom he described che conents of the sum-
| maries immedhacely reached some geneval ‘conclusions: the sheer
number of covert relationships with journalises was far greater than
the CTA had ever hinted; and the Agency's use of reportecs and news
executives was an intelligence asset of the firsc magnitude. Reporters
had been involved in almost every conceivable kind of cperation. Of the
400-plus individuals whose actvities were summarized, between 200
and 230 were "working journalists” in the usual sense of the term—
reporters, editors, correspondeats, photographers; the rest were em-
ployed (a1 ledst nominally) by book publishers, trade publications and
newsletcers. )

i Suill. the summaries were just that: compressed, vague, skeechy.
incaplere. They could be subject o ambiguous interpretacion. And
they contamed no suggestion that the CIA had abused its authosity by
manipulating the editorial content of American newspapers ot broad-
cast reporis.

Badee’s unease with what he had found led him to seek advice from
several experienced hands in che fields of foreign relations and in-
relligence. They suggested that he press for raere information and give
those members of the committee in whom he had the most confidence a

Igeneral idea of what che summaries revealed. Bader again went to
Senarors Fluddleston, ke, Harr, Mondale ard Mathias. Meanwhile,
he told the CIA that he wanted to see more—the full Gles on perhaps a

“tundred or so of the individuals whose activities had been summarized.

The request was trned down outright. The Agency would provide no

more information on the subject. Period.

The CIAS intransigence led to an extesordinary dinner meeting at
Senators Frank Church (who had now heen briefed by Bader), and
John Tower, the vice-chairman of the commirtee; Bader; William
Miller, director of the commitree staff; C1A director Bush; Agency
counsel Rogovin; and Seymaour Boiten, a high-level CIA operative who
far vears had been a station chief in Germany and Willy Brandt’s case
officer. Bolten had been deputized by Bush to deal with the committee’s
requests for information on journalists and academics. At the dinnes,
the Agency held to its refusal provide any full Gles. Nor would it give
the committee the names of any individual journalisss described in the
400 summaries or of the news organizations with whom they were
afhiliared. The discussion, according ro partictpants, grew heated. The
comimirtee’s representacves said they could not honor their mandate—
o determine if the CIA had abused its authoriy—without further
information. The CIA niintained it could not protect its leginmare
incelligence operations or ks employees if further disclosures were
made o the commictee, Many of the journalists were contract employ-
ees of the Agency, Bush satdd at wne pownt, and the CIA was no less

landled journalises supplied some names. Files were pulled on various

obligated 1o them than o any ather agents.

Ageney headquarters in lare March 1976, Those present included



Finally, a highly unusual agreement was hammered ovt: Bader and !
Miller would be permicred to examine "sanitized”" versions of the full
iles of twenty-five jouenalists selected from the summaries; but the
names of the journalists and the news arganizacions which employed
chen would be Blanked ouc, as would the identitize of ather CIA
employees mentioned in the files. Church and Towee would be permir-
ted to examine the umsanitized versions of hve of the rwenty-five |
filag——t0 atrest that the C1A was not hiding anything except the names. |
The whole deal was contingent on an agreement that neither Bader, |
Miller, Tower nor Church would revesl the contents of the files to other |
members of the conumitee or seaff. B

Bader began reviewing the 400-some summaries again, His object
was 1o select twenty-five chat, on the basis of the sketchy information
they contained, seemed to represent a cross secton. Dates of CIA
activity, general descriptions of news organizations, rypes of journalists
and undercover operasions all figured in his calculadons.

From the twenty-five files he got back, according o Senate sources
andd CIA officials, an unavoidable conclusion emerged: that 10 a degree
never widely suspected, the CIA in the 19505, '60s and even early 70s
liad concentrated its relationships with journalists in the most promi-
nent secrors of the fomerican press corps, including four or five of the
largest newspapecs in the country, the broadcast networks and the fwo
major newsweekly magazines. Despite the omission of names and
affiliations from the twenty-five detailed files (each wis beoween three |
and eleven inches chick), the information was usvally sufficienc to
wntatively identify eicher the newsman, his atfiliation of both—parcc-
ularly because so many of them were prominent in the profession.

“There is quite an incredible spread of relationships” Bader re-
ported to the senators. “You don’t necd to manipulate Time magazine,
for example. because there are Ageacy people at the management
level”

(Lzonically, one major news organization that set Himits on its
dealings with the CTA, according to Agency officials, was the one with
perhaps the greatest editorial afnity for the Agency's fong-range goals
and policies: UL, News and World Report. The late Diavid Lawrence,
the eolumnist and founding editor of U8, News, was a close friend of
Allen Dulles. But he repeatedly refused requests by the CIA director to
use the magazne for cover purposes, the sources said. At ane potnt,
aceording to a high CIA official, Lawrence issued orders to his
cul-editors in which he threatened ro fire any U5, Nuws employee who
was found to have entered inco a formal relationship with the Agency. |
Former editorial exccutives at the magazine confirmed thaz such orders |
had been issued. CIA sources declined to say, however, if the magazine
cemained off-limits to the Agency after Lawrences death in 1973 or if
Jawrence’s arders had been followed.)

Meanwhile, Bader atrempted to get more informarion from the
CIA, particularly about the Agency’s current relationships with jour-
aalists. He encountered a stone wall. "Bush has done nothing to date,”
Rader told associates. " None of the important operations are affected
in even a marginal way,” The CIA also refused the scatPs requests for
more information on the use of academics. Bush began o urge
members of the commitree to curtail its inguiries in boch areas and
conceal its findings in the final repore. “He kepe saying, "Don't fuck
these guys in the press and on the campuses, pleading char chey were
the only areas of public life with any credibility left,” reporeed & Senate
source. Colby, Elder and Rogovin also implored {ndividual members of
che commities to keep secret what the staff had found. "There were a
lot of reprasentations that if chis stuff got out some of the bingest
narmes in ournalism would gec smeared)” said anocher source. Expo-
sure of the CLA% relationships with journalists and academics. the!
Agency feared, would clost down mwo of the fow avenues of agent’
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recruitment scill open. “The danger of exposure is not the other side,”

explained one CIA expert in covert operations. “This is not swiF the
other side doesn’t know aboue. The concern of the Agency is that
another acea of cover will be denied.”

A senator wha was the object of the Agency's lobbying later said:
“From rhe CIA paint of view this was the highest, mosr sensitive covert
program of all.... It was a much larger pae of the operational system
than has been indicated” He added, T had a great compulsion o press
the point but it was late. ., [f we had demanded, they weuld have gore
the legal route o fight it

Indeed, time was running uut for the commiceee. In the view of many
staff members, it had squandered irs resources in the search for CIA
assassination plots and poison pen letters. It had undertaken the
inquiry into journalists almost as an afrerthought. The dimensions of
the program and the CIAs sensitiviry to providing information on it
had caught the staff and the commitcee by surprise. The CIA aversight
committee that would succeed the Church panel would have the
inclination and the tirse 10 inquire into the subject methodically; if, as
geemed likely, che C1A refused to cooperate further, che mandate of the
successor compnittee would put it in 2 more advantageous position to
wage a protracted fight. ... Or so the reasoning went as Church and the
fow ather senators even vaguely familiar with Bader's findings reached a
decision not to puesue the wawer further Mo jourpalists would be
interviewed about their dealings wich the Agency-—eicher by the sraff
st by the senators, in secrer or in apen session. The specter, fest raised
by CIA officials, of 2 wich hunt in the press corps haunted some
members of the staff and the commictee. *We weren't abour to bring
up guvs to the commirsze and then have everybody say they've been
craftors to the ideals of their nrofession,” said a senacor.

Bader, according o associares, was satished wich the decision and
believed that chie suceessor commirttee would Pil:k up the inquiry where
he had lcft it. He was oppused ro making public the names of individual
journalises. He had bean concerned all along that he had entered a
"gray area” in which there were no moral absolutes. Had the CIA
“manipulated” the press in che classic sense of the term? Probably not,
he concluded; the major news organizarions and their executives had
willingly lent their resources to the Agency; foreign correspondents
had regarded wark for the CIA us a national service and a way of
gerting berter stories and climbing to the top of their profession. Had
the CIA abused its authority? 1t had dealt with the press almost exactly
as it had dealt with other institutions from which it sought cover—the
diplomatic service, acadernia, corporations. There was nothing in the
IS chartee which declared any of these institutions off-limits to
Americas intelligence scrvice. And, in the case of che press, the
Agency bad exercised more care in s dealings than with many other
institutions; & had gone to considerable lengths to restrict its role to
infarmation-gachering and caver”’

Bader was also said to be concerned char his knowledge was so
heavily based on information furnished by the CIA; he hadn'e
gouen the other side of the story from those journalists who had
assocnated with the Agency He could be seeing only “the lantern
shaw' he told associates. Still, Bader was reasonably surz that he had
seen prerry much the fuil panoply of what was in the files, If the CIA
had wanted ro deceive him it would have never given away so much, he

reasoned. "t was smare of the Agem.'y W cooperate w the extent GF
showing the matenial te Bader” observed a commirtee sonrce. “That
way. if ane bre day a file popeed up, the Agency would be covered.
They could say they had already informed the Congress.”

The -iu:pﬂ?dt!'ncz on CIA files posed another problem. The CIA%
perception of & relationship with a journalise mighe be quice different
than that of the journahse: o CIA official might think he kad exercised

conrrl aver 4 puenalion the journalise mighe chink he had simply had a




Yow drinks with a spook. It was possible that CIA case officers had
written self-serving memos for the fles abour their dealings with
journalists, char the “CIA was just as subject to common bureaucratic
“cover-your-ass” paperwork as zny other agency of government.

A CIA official who artempred to persuade members of the Senate
commitree that the Ageney’s use of joutnalists had been innocuous
maimsained that che files were indeed hlled with "puffing” by case
officers. “You can't establish what is pul¥ and whar i:n't)" he claimed.
Many reporters, he added, "were recruited for finize [ specific] under-
takigs and would be appalled to find that they wers listed [in Agency
files] as CIA opetatives” This same official estimared that the files
contained descriprions of about half a dozen reporrers and correspond-
enis who would be considered ""famous"—that is. their names would be
tecognized by most Americans, “The files show thar the CIA goes to

the press fur help and just as often thar the press comes to che CIA” he |

abseeved. *... There is a tacit agreement in many of these cases that
there is going to be a quid pro quo™™—i.e., char the reporter is going to
_get good stories from the Agency and thar che CIA will pick up some
valuable services from the reporter
Wharever the interpretation, the findings of the Senate commitree’s
inquiry into the use of journalists were delibecaely buried—from the
full membership of the committee, from the Semate and from the
public. “There was a difference of opinion on how to treat che subject,”
explained one source. “"Some [senarors] thoughe these were abuses
which should e exorcized and there were those who said, "We don't

know if this is bad or not” ™ )
Bader’s findings on the subject were never discussed with the fuil

committee, even in executive session, Thae mighe have led to leaks—
especially in view of the explosive nature of the facts. Since the

J begin.ning ol the Church commiciee’s investigation, leaks had been the
{ panel’s biggest collective fear, a real threat to it mission. At che
{ stightest sign of a leak the CIA might cut off the flow of senitive
informadon (as it did several times in other areas), claiming chac the
commuttee could noc be trusted with secrers. "It was a5 if we wees on
ertal—nor the CIA said a member of che committee seaff, To describe
in the commitrae’s final report the true dimensions of the Agency’s use
of journalists would canse a furar in the press and on the Senate flooe
And it would result in heavy pressure on the CIA ro cad its use of
Journalists alrogether, "We just weren't ready to take that scep,” said a
senator, A similar decision was made to conceal the results of the staffs
inquiry into che use of academics. Bader, who supervised bath areas of
inguiry, concurred in the decisions and deatted those secrions of the
commitree’s final report. Pages 191 to 201 were entided “Covere
Relationships with the United States Media” It hardly reflects whas
we found.” stated Senator Gary Hare. “There was a prolenged and
elaborate negeriation [ with the CTA] over what would be said”

Obscuring the faces was relatively simple. No mencion was made of
the 400 summaries or whae they showed. Instead the ceport nored
blandly that some fifty recent contacts with journalises had been studied
by the committee staff-—ihus conveying the impression thac the

" Agency's dealings with the press had been limited to chose instances.

The Agency files, the report noted, contained lieele evidence that the
editorial content of American news repores had been affected by che
CIA’s dealings with journalises, Colby’s misieading public sratements
about the use of journalists were repeated without serious contradiczion
or elaboranon. The role of cooperating news executives was given
short sheitt. The facr that the Agency had concentrated its rela-
tionships in the most prominent sectars of the press went unmentioned.
That the CIA continued ta regacd the press as up for grabs was not

even suggested.

TO OWN THEM IS TO KNOW THEM—
MELSON RCCKEFELLER ON THE CIA
When Gerald Ford chose Nelson Nockefeller
to he his vice president, he was quick to point
out that his nominee would ¢oma In handy.
Rocketfeller, Ford assured the avening naws,
was a man of many talants. The prasidaent told
no jies. Nelson Rockeleller comas In handy
just about anywhara he's used.

Less than a month after his confirmation
the new vice president found a ready outlat
tor his skills. The Central Intalligence Agancy
was accused of spying stateside, and Rocke-
faller was called upon to head the Blue Rib-
bon Commission to Investigate the ClA. Ford
was sure thut Rockeleller was just the man to
sort the charges out. A few foiks have cried
foul, pointing to the former Naw York gover-
nor's fiva-year stint on the committae that
overseas the agency he is now to investigate.
But Rockefaller views his appaintmant diffar-
antly. His prior job was, he explained, all part
of his "werking knowledge of intelligence,”
and a central resource for a man conducting
invastigations such as the Blue Ribbon Com-
missian. That kind of working knowledge
shouldn't be squandered.

it il weren't for his family's business, Nalson
Aocketellar might not know nearly as much
about intelligence as he does. The Rockelal-
lers’ business is monay—its managementand
its aceumulation. In three generations the
family has bought control ot 250 biilion dal-
lars worth of corporations. It has also cor-
nered one-hatf of the total of American private
investmants in Asia. Africa, and Latin Amer-
ica. Inevilably, the CIAand the family business
crossed paths early in the agency's career.

Allen Dulles was appointad diractor of the
Cl& in 1853—he came to govarnment sarvica
straight from a job as a2 Rackefeller lawyer.
That sama year, the CIA, worried that the ex-~

isting lranian gavernmen! might naticnalize
taraign investmaents, engineered a coup and
replaced the premier with a former Nazi. Short-
iy thareaftar, Standard Qil, the foundation of
the Rockefallars’ family business, began to
tap franian oil reserves. In 1961, the same
script was acted out In tha Congo—Patrice
Lumumbe, that country's premier, was mur-
dered by his own army and replaced by a sol-
dier namad Mobutu. in the altarmath ot the
Congolese revolution, David Rockefeller,
chairman of Chasg Manhattan Bank and Nei-
son's brothar, led an gupediticn of business-
men into Mobutu-land to explore the "invest-
ment climats.” It must hava been good Using
Rockateller financing, P2n.Am acquired the
lecal airline, AT&T buiir & zubsidiary, Esso
crilled for oil, and Standard of Indiana want
into the copper business.

The naxi CIA directar, John McCaona, tauik
over the reins of intelligence after working as
a Standard Oil attorney. Following McCone's
appointmeant the familiar pattarn of CIA inter-
vention in forsign govarmments recurred. Sal-
vador Allende, the first Communist president
in Chile's history, was cverthrown by a ClA-
financed coup in 1973, The year balcre, Al-
lende had axpropriated the Anaconda copper
mines, an Important wing cf the Rockelellers’
family business. Henry Kissinger-—chairman of
the security councl! that approved, and may
gvan have ordared, CIA intervantion in Chile
—is a langtime Rockaieller family employee.

With a background like that, Nelsan Rocke-
feller is establishing a whole naw level of ax-
pertisg in governmeant service Ha is aiso n-
suring himself of a lot of work in the furure. it
will be nearly impessiblia 'o canvene any mors
commissions without calling en Nalsan
Rockefallar's mass of “working knowledga.”

The commission on high intarest ratas will
certainly need the counsel o! 3 man whose

family controis 20 percent of the banks in the
United States, itwould be foolish to pass over
his expenarnce. And tha commission on gas
prices is a natural, tao. Tha Rockefelier family
has controiling interasts in Standard, Mobil,
Amoco. Arco, Esso, American, Citgo, Exxon,
and Humbie ¢il companies.

If Gerald Ford decides to take on the insur-
ance companles, we can all rest easy knowing
he has expert help. The Rockefeliars have
their hards on one-quarter of all tha life in-
surance sold in this cauntry.

ANar that wg can look forward to tha Blue
Ribbon Commission on Consumer Prices.
With Nalson Reckefeller In the administration,
Gerald Ford has the inside track hera as well,
The vice president Is one cf the owners of
Mazola Corn Oil, Kara Syrup, Kleenex, Nuco
Margarine, Kotex Sanitary Napkins, Skippy
Peanut Butter, Best Food Mayonnaize, Orange
Crisgh, and tha American Sugar Company.

Ii"s nard to imagine that the commission on
corporate taxation would get far without the
man whose compary, Standard Oil of Ohio,

aarned $66 million last year and paid no taxes,

Or that the commission on the distribution of
waalth would be compiate without the leader-
ship of a man whose tamily's personal fortune
is larger than the tolai worth of 100 million
Americans. And just think how usetul the vice
president couid be ta the commission on ur-

ban renewal and sater neighborhoods. The

Fozkafellar Pocantico Hills estale, which is
staffad by five hundrrd servants and protect-
ed Ly thirty-five armed guards, covers five
square miles and is surrounced by atectric
barbed wire. Living like that must have taught
MNeison Rockefalisr z lot. It's a shama not to
put his knawledge to rood usa.

Gerald Ford made a shrewd agpaintment:
whatever the subjac!, Nelson Fockeleller
knows it like he owns it—David Harris

-y



WORKING PRESS —CIA STYLE

o understand the
role of most journal-
ist-operatives, it is nec-
sssary to dismiss some
myths aboue undercaver work for
American intelligence services.
Few A:acrican agents are “spies”
in the popularly seccpred sense of
the term. "Spyinp"—the acquisi-
tion of secrees fram a foreign gov-
ernment—is almost always done
by foreign natonals who have
been recruited by the CIA and
are under CIA control in rheir
own evuntries, Thus the primary
tole of an American working un-
dercover abroad is often to aid in
the recruiement and “handling”
of foreign namonals who are
channels of secret information
reaching American inelligenee.
Maay journalists were used by
the CIA to assist in this process
and they had the reputation of
being among the bese in the busi-
ness. The peculiar natuve of the
job of the foreign correspondent
is ideal for such work: he is ac-
corded unusual access by his host
country, permitted to eravel in
1veas often off-limies to ocher
Americans, spends much of his
time cultivating sources in gov-
eenments, academic nstitutions,
the milicary esmblishment and the
Scientific enmmunities. He has
the opportunity o lorm long-
terma personal reladonships with
sources and—perhaps mere than
any other catsgory of American
operative—-is in a position to
make correct judgments abour
the suscepubility and availability
of fureign nationals for recruit-
ment as spies.

"After a toreigner is recruited,
a case officer often has to stay in
the background,” explained a
CIA official. ""So you use a jour-
nalist to carry messages to and
from both parties”

Journalists in the feld geoer-
ally ook cheir assignments in the
same mannet as any ocher under-
cover operative. If, far instance, a

he crdinarily would be under the
general direction of the Vienna
starion chief and report to 4 case
officer. Some, particulatly toving
correspondents or U 5.-based re-
porters who made frequent trips
abroad, reporeed directly to CIA
officials in Langley, Virginia.

The tasks they performed
sometimes consisted of lietle more
than serving as “eyes and ears”
for the CIA; reposting on whar
they had seen or overheard in an
Fastern Buropean factory, at a
diplomatic reception in Bonn, on
the perimeter of a military base in
Portugal. On other occasions,
their assignments were more
complex: planting subtly con-
cocted pieces of misinformation;
hosting parties or reeeprions de-
signed o bring together Ameri-
can agents and foreign spies;
serving up “black™ . propaganda
to leading foreign journalists ar
lunch or dinner; providing cheir
hote! rooms or bureau offices as
“drops™ for highly sensirive infoe-
manoa moving to and from
fureign agents; conveying in-
structions and dellars to CIA
controlled members of foreign
governments. i

Ofen the CIAS relaconship
with a journalist might begin in-
formally wich a lunch, a drink, a
casual exchange of information.
An Agency official might then
offer a favor—rfor example, a trip
1o a counery difficalr to reach; in
retiurn, he would seek nothing
more than the opportunity to de-
srief rhe repotter afterward, A
few more lunches, a few more
favars, and ouly then might there
be a mention of a formal arrange-
mene—'"That came later,” said a
CIA oificial, "after you had the
joutnalist on a string,”

Another official described a
wypical example of the way ac-
crodited journalists (either paid
or unp:l'id by the CIA) might be
used by the Agency: "In rerurn
far our giving them information,

journalist was based in Austria,

we'd ask them ro do things thar fie
cheir roles as journalists bur thac

they wouldn't have thought of un-
less we put it in their minds. For
instance, a repurter in Vienna
would say to our man, 'T met an
interesting second secretary at
the Czech Embassy! Wed say,
* Can you fet to Loow Rim? And
after you get to know him, can
you assess him? And rthen, can
vou put him in touch with us-——
would you mind us using your
aparement? ™

Formal recruitment of report-
ers was generally handled ac high
levels—after the joumalise had
undergone a thorough bacik-
ground check. The actual ap-
pma:h might even be made by a
deputy direcrar or divisien chief,
On some occasions, no discussion
would be entered into until the
journalist had signed a pledge of
secrecy.

“The secrecy agreement was
the sart of ritual thar got you into
the tabernacle)” said a former as-
sistant to the Direczor of Central
Intelligence. “After that you had
to play by he rules)” David Axtlee
Phillips, former Western Hemi-
sphere chief of clandestine serv-
ices and a former journalicr him-
self, astimated in an interview chat
ac least 200 journalists signed se-
crecy agreements or cmployment
coneraces with the Ageney in the
past owenty-five yeacs. Phillips,
whe owned a amall Bnglish-lan-
guage nEWSpaper in Santiago,
Chile, when he was recruited by
the CIA in 1950, described rhe
approach: "Somebody from che
Agency suys. "I want you w help
me. | know vou are a true-blue
American, bur L want you to sign

. piece of paper betore [ rell you

what it’s about. [ didn't hesitate ro
sign, and a loc of newsmen didn’t
hesitate over the next rwenty
yeats.”

“One of che things we always
lvad geing for us in rerms of entic-
g reporters,’ chserved a CEA
otbicial who coordinated some of
the arcangements with journalises,
*vas rhat we could take them
losk bercer with their home af-

fces. A foreign correspondent
with ties to the Company [the
CIA] stood a much better chanze
than his competitors of geting
the poed stories” o

Within the CIA, joumalist-
operatives were accorded elite
stagus, a consequence of the com-
mon experience journalists
shared with high-level CIA offi-
cials. Many had gone o the same
schools as theit CIA handlers,
moved in the same circles, shared
fashionably liberal, aoti-Com-
munise political values, and wece
part of the same “cld boy” net-
wark that constitured something
of an establishment ¢lite in the
inedia, politics and academia of
poscwar America. The most val-
ued of these lent themselves for
reasons of national service, not
money.

The Agency's use of jourmal-
iszs in undercover vperations has
been mast extensive in Western
Europe (“That was the big focus,
where the threat was,” said one
CIA official), Lacin America and
he Far East. In che 1950s and
1960s journalists were used as in-
rermediatics—spordng, paying,
passing instructions—to
members of the Christian Demo-
cratic party in Italy and the Social
Democtats in Germany, beth of
which covertly received millions”
of dollars from the CIA. During
those years “we had journalists all
over Berlin and Vienna just to |

keep track of who the hell was
coming in from the East and what
|they were up o, explained a CIA
otficial.

In the Sixties, teporters were
used extensively in the CLA offen-
sive againss Salvador Allende in
Chile; they provided funds ro Al-
lende’s opponents and wrote anti-
Allende propaganda for CIA

propriecary publications chat
tvere distributed in Chile, (CIA
officials insisc chat they make no
artempt to influence the congent
of American newspapers, but
come fallout is mevitable: during

the Chilean offensive, CIA-



generated black propaganda

cransmitted on the wire services.

out of Santiago often turned up in
American publications.)
According to CLA offizials,
the Agency has been particulucly
sparing in its use of journalisc-
agents in Eastern Europe on
grounds that exposure might re-
sult in diplomatic sancrions
against the Unired States or in
permanent prohibitions against
Ametican correspondents secv-
ing in some countries. The same
officials claim that their use of
journalists in the Sovier Union
lias been even more limited, bue
chey remain extremely guarded in

discussing the subject. They are
insistent, however, in maintaining
that the Moscow correspendents
of major news organizations have
not been “tasked” or conteolled
by the Agency.

The Soviets, according to C1A
officials, have consistently raised
false charges of CIA affliation
against individual American re-
porters as part of a continuing
diplomatic game that often fol-
lows the ups and downs of Sovier-
American eelations. The lacest
such charge by the Russians—
against Christopher Wren of the
New York Times and Alfred

Friendly Jr, formerly of News-
week, has no basis in fact, they in-
sist.

CIA officials acknowledge,
however, that such charges will
persisc as long as the CIA con-
rinues to use journalistic covet
and mainsain covert affiliations
wich individuals in the profession.
But even an absolute prohibicion
agrainst Agency use of joumnalists
would not free reporters from
suspicion, according to many
Agency officials. "Look at the
Paace Corps,” said one source.
“We have had no affiliation chere
and they [foreign governments]
still throw them out

WORDS OF DISGUISE

art of the confusion
surrounding the use
of American journal-
ik ists by the CIA stems
from semantic distinctions pecu-
liar to the intelligence-gachering
profession. By carefully (and
often misleadingly) using such
spyspeak terms as “contrace em-
ployee.” "agent,” "control capabil-
i “unilateral memo of under-
standing.” “apent of opporcunisy”
and “iatelhgence asser,” the
Agency has made it virrually im-
possible for almost any layman—
including reporters experienced
in covering intelligence activities
and senatars aceustomed o being

briefed by intelligence officers—
to determine the exact natre of
many relationships mainsained by
the CIA over the years with indi-
vidual journalists. The Agency
has also managed to obscure the
most elemental fact about che re-
lationships detailed in its files: re..
thae there was recognition by all
parties involved thar the coop-
erating journalises were working
tor the CIA—whether or not
they were paid or had signed em-
ployment contracts,

The problem of derermining
the precise role of mglivid il fouir-
nalists has been campounded by

the CIAS use of equally rechnical
terms pre Llli:'lr Ly :fu: pmi}-ssmn ()f‘
jens=alism—among chem “strin-
ger)’ “aceredited correspondent”
“editarial employee” “general
nee” and even

circulation” “leveta
“reparter. C1A officials, paricu-
Laply Clollwe have consistently en-
zangled 1 2 semanie thicker the
answers to such seemingly simple
quesztons as. Has Stewarr Alsop
ever worked tor the CIA?™ or
“Has the Ageney ever used T

m._‘.g,l.’,\nc ul:‘l’l.'a!.'lllndl.'lﬂh AT i
Jercover bperrves?T The ane
swer ro both gestions ie ves. -

chough Colby has refused tw
answer either. ;

The figure of 400 journalists
who maincained covert relation-
ships with the Agency refers only
o those who were "rasked” in
their undercaver assignments or
had 3 muteal understanding that
they would help rthe Agency or
were subject to some form of CIA
contractual conerol, v does not
inzlude even larger numbers of
journalists who occastonally
traded favors with CIA officers in
the normal give-and-take thar
exists between reporeers and their
sources. Thetr activitdies, toa, are
detailed in Agency files.

e



