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Dear Jim, 5/31/16

Under the head "Saigon's 3serets Siezed" there i3 a Lon Oberdorfer story in
today's WxPost that lays out quite a case against the CIA(s intelligence judgements
in VN, espeeislly in the closing days. “t draws upon Gen. Van Tien Dung's "booic
length memoir recently published" £ VN and o confirming interview with retired-spook
Frank wl sﬂappc o5 -

With it I'm be starting a file I szhould have begun long sago, angled for FOILA
uses but not lirited to that. I'1l have to conceive some oross=reierencing because
I anticipate ofher uses in the future.

1 haven t begin to make & dent in the stack of CIA documenta I have. I've been
reading thez whils travelling for effeciency and so that when home T could spend the time
o work of more imcedinte importence. “his has restrictad my notes to what I could write
in longhand and have not had time to transcribe. However, there has already emerged what
to me is a simply incredible storys. In it secrecy is a mask for elementary political
incompetence, not just the embarrassing. This incompetcnce secms to have its roote in
political preconcepticnas. That, of course, comes for the early-day Cold War selections,
particularly of the Colby, Angleton, “elms type.

*his mentality is not just of the Cold War. It is also of & demestie suthoritarian
bent.

Itmmhthawptditymthemummmemmhupmnamth.
other. . case in point is the kexico City csbles files in what CIA gave ihe lockefeller
Comrdssion and since released. Ythers have, apparently, misced all of this in the
items numbered to 106 in the CIA's inven: o \l just got nis from a box into & file
last night, after perhaps two months!() It is also really Strangelovian - an almost
neitrely unhldden attempt to launch an attack on Cuba under the protense that Castro
efficd Jis, Lazed on an obvious fabrication. ~ong zfter the names were public the CIA
stdll oasked them 17 what it mlsaced,

) Htarmadimonh‘asmmfraetionofﬁhamequbemrsmu.ngtm
“hurch Comdttoo's Volime 4, "Mail Upandng." The intent of the committee not to g0 to
far or grobe too deeply is aprarent, It was content to make a case, not expose. But there
is enough in its isadequate inqld.rytneatabnahmmmttd.nmtalﬂaandtheauthonp
tarian inteut of the spooks going bacik to the earliest OIA days, I've just besumn to

Poud Shv appended documeais, from their coatent far from all there 8 i been,

fids was an Angleton-ielus project pretendedly far the USSR people, It" ed nothing

five yeara the FEIL ot tuuble to this. To keep it more secret it was hidden from
the internal CIA budget aasigning pecple from othar work, Long after the yiasld was
aleerly nothigg the project was extended, made more inclusive, with ep=zcial technical
services added,.

elone or mostly. It is a bullt-in meens of controlling national poliey, not providing
aational leadership with necessary intelligence, A1l the output is colored by the
Abgletmunungthmugnwhmhitisuenmeroolom. Here an example is the
Rocca mewo so long after the fact for Wﬂln Commigsion. It sctually credits
is the Angleton/Roces thinkinge it has

was bannered accross the WxStar's front page 5/28. It emounts to an Ameriform variant
orwhatuaaemuumtiath-eaptmhmdomnuxmmw II. Then nobody
damdaayotherthnnkitlarvmm, rogardless of fact. “ere, thanks to this kind of CIA
toughtmtrolmhodymn.mwhommtwrammmﬁnhdlm.Thatithaan't
started another war is a miracle. Ifumlsmmmwm,thumbeit.



