
T
hursday. January 25,1979 

T
H

E
 W

A
S

H
IN

G
T

O
N

 P
O

S
T

 

'T
roubling Q

uestions' Seen in P
aisley's D

eath 
B

y B
laine H

arden 
W

u
ttin

irton
 P

ost S
tet W

riter 

T
h
e ch

airm
an

 o
 th

e S
en

ate In
telli-

gence C
om

m
itted fo l

d
 th

e Ju
stice D

e-
partm

ent yesterday that "a nturiber of 
tro

u
b
lin

g
 q

u
estio

n
s rem

ain
" in

 th
e 

d
eath

 o
f fo

rm
er C

IA
 o

fficial Jo
h

n
 A

. 
p
aisley

, w
h
o
se b

o
d
y
 w

as fo
u
n
d
 last 

O
cto

b
er in

 C
h
esap

eak
e B

ay
 w

ith
 a 

bullet in his head. 
C

o
m

m
ittee C

h
airm

an
 B

irch
 B

ay
h
 

(D
-In

d
.), said

 in
 a letter to

 A
tto

rn
ey

 
G

e
n

e
ra

l G
riffin

 B
e
ll th

a
t th

e
 F

B
I 

ghould begin an im
m

ediate investiga-
tio

n
 in

to
 P

aisley
's d

eath
. B

ay
h

 o
r. 

ilered that the findings of the com
m

it-
tee's ow

n investigation be given to the 
Ju

stice D
ep

artm
en

t 
T

h
e sen

ato
r said

, h
o
w

ev
er. th

at it 
w

ould be "prem
ature" to disclose any 

b
f th

e
 fin

d
in

g
s u

n
til th

e
 F

B
I h

a
s 

lo
o
k
ed

 at th
e case. lie said

 th
e in

fo
r-

jiiation w
as given to B

ell "because of  

th
e F

B
I's p

rim
ary

 ju
risd

ictio
n
 o

v
er 

counterintelligence m
atters w

ithin the 
U

nited S
tates." 

P
aisley

 d
isap

p
eared

 S
ep

t. 2
4

 after 
setting sail alone in his 31-foot sloop, 
th

e S
riilig

. A
lth

o
u
g
h
 th

e b
o
at w

as 
found aground the next day, P

aisley's 
b
lo

ated
 b

o
d
y
, w

eig
h
ed

 d
o
w

n
 b

y
 tw

o
 

diving belts, w
as not recovered until a 

w
eek later. 
M

ary
lan

d
 p

o
lice sk

ill classify
 th

e 
d
eath

 o
f th

e fo
rm

er d
irecto

r o
f th

e 
C

IA
's O

ffice of S
trategic R

esearch 
a
s 

"u
n
d
eterm

in
e." P

aisley
's estran

g
ed

 
w

ife M
aryann, also a form

er C
IA

 em
-

p
lo

y
e, h

as said
 

she 
d

o
u

b
ts th

at th
e 

body found in the bay w
as that of her 

h
u
sb

an
d
. S

h
e h

as h
ired

 B
ern

ard
 F

en
-

sterw
ald

, a W
ash

in
g
to

n
 atto

rn
ey

, to
 

in
v
e
stig

a
te

 h
e
r h

u
sb

a
n
d
's d

isa
p
-

pearance. 
Ju

stic
e
 D

e
p
a
rtm

e
n
t sp

o
k
e
sm

a
n
  

T
erry A

dam
son said B

ell has ordered 
th

e F
B

I to
 ex

am
in

e th
e S

en
ate co

m
-

m
ittee's fin

d
in

g
s an

d
 th

e b
u
reau

's 
o
w

n
 in

fo
rm

atio
n
 o

n
 P

aisley
's d

eath
. 

A
n assessm

ent w
ill be m

ade "reason-
ably prom

ptly" of the need for a full-
scale F

B
I in

v
estig

atio
n
, A

d
am

so
n
 

said. 
S

en. W
illiam

 V
. R

oth (R
-D

el.), w
ho 

first called
 fo

r an
 in

v
estig

atio
n
 in

to
 

P
aisley's death, said yesterday that "a 

cloud of suspicion" still surrounds the 
case. 

"T
he P

aisley affair w
as all set to be 

sw
ept under the carpet; fortunately it 

didn't sw
eep too w

ell," R
oth said. 

R
oth said he Is concerned by "incon-

sistencies" In the w
ay the C

IA
 has an-

sw
ered

 q
u
estio

n
s ab

o
u
t P

aisley
's ac-

cess to classified inform
ation, includ-

ing his know
ledge of a top secret m

an-
ual on the K

H
11 reconnaissance satel- 

lite —
 

w
h
ich

 can
 m

o
n
ito

r fo
reig

n
 

tro
o
p
 an

d
 eq

u
ip

m
en

t m
o
v
em

en
ts b

y
 

photographing them
 from

 space. 
"T

h
e C

IA
 said

 at first th
at P

aisley
 

had no access to sensitive docum
ents. 

O
f co

u
rse h

e o
ld

," R
o
th

 said
. R

o
th

 
also said It w

as "inconsistent" that the 
C

IA
 should claim

 that a high-level of-
ficial su

ch
 as P

aisley
 w

o
u
ld

 h
av

e 
nothing to do w

ith the K
rill satellite. 

R
oth said that if a "junior w

atch of-
ficer" su

ch
 as W

illiam
 P

. K
am

p
iles, 

co
n
v
icted

 last N
o
v
em

b
er o

f sellin
g
 

satellite secrets to
 th

e R
u

ssian
s, h

ad
 

access to the K
1111 inform

ation, then 
P

aisley also w
ould have had access. 

R
oth and som

e other senators have 
ask

ed
 p

u
b

licly
 if th

ere is a lin
k

 b
e-

tw
een

 P
aisley

's d
eath

 an
d
 th

e th
eft 

from
 C

IA
 headquarters in L

angley of 
1

4
 to

p
 secret m

an
u

als d
escrib

in
g

 th
e 

satellite system
. T

he theft w
as discov-

ered last A
uguit. 


