
M
ystery D

eath on B
ay E

ither E
xecution or. Suicide 

B
y S

lane H
arden

.  •
 

W
aariln

atort F
eat S

tall W
riter 

John A
. P

aisley, a form
er higkleveI 

C
IA

 em
ploye w

hose body w
as found 

S
u

n
d

ay
 flo

atin
g

 in
 th

h
 C

h
esap

eak
e 

B
ay

, eith
er k

illed
 h

im
self o

r w
as th

e 
v

ictim
 o

f an
 ex

ecu
tio

n
-ty

p
e m

u
rd

er, 
M

aryland police said yesterday. , 
P

o
lice said

 th
ey

 co
u
ld

 n
o
t d

eter-
m

in
ed

 h
o

w
 th

e d
eath

 o
ccu

rred
 fro

m
 

an
 ex

am
in

atio
n
 o

f P
aisley

's d
eco

m
-

p
o

sed
 b

o
d

y
. d

isco
v

ered
 w

earin
g

 tw
o

 
scuba diving belts w

eighing 38 pounds. 
T

h
e d

eath
 o

f th
e fo

rm
er C

IA
 o

ffi-
.cial, w

h
o

 o
n

ce h
ad

 access to
 h

ig
h

ly
 

sensitive m
ilitary secrets, is being In-

v
estig

ated
 as "su

sp
icio

u
s," said

 W
il-

liam
 E

. C
lark

. a M
ary

lan
d
 S

tate P
o
-

lice spokesm
an. 

M
aryland C

hief M
edical E

xam
iner 

D
r. R

u
ssell R

ish
er said

 P
aisley

. 5
6
, 

w
ho w

as last seen S
ept. 24 sailing his 

31-foot sloop on the bay, died of a gun-
shot w

ound above and behind the left 
ear. 

T
h
e fatal b

u
llet w

as fired
 fro

m
 a 9

 
m

illim
eter autom

atic pistol, the sam
e  

ty
p

e o
f g

u
n

 P
aisley

 w
as k

n
o

w
n

 to
 

keep aboard his sailboat, F
isher said, 

T
h
e g

u
n
 h

as n
o
t b

een
 fo

u
n
d
. M

ary
-

lan
d

 S
tate P

o
lice said

 y
esterd

ay
. b

u
t 

one 9 m
illim

eter cartridge w
as found 

on board. 
 

"I see no reason to doubt that P
ais-

le
y

's g
u

n
 fire

d
' th

e
 fa

ta
l' b

u
lle

t," 
F

isher said: 	
'
 

- T
h

e m
ed

ical ex
am

in
er said

 th
e d

e-
com

posed body, identified yesterday 
th

ro
u

g
h

 d
en

tal reco
rd

s, m
ad

e 'it im
-

p
o
ssib

le to
 ch

eck
 fo

r traces o
f g

u
n
 

pow
der on P

aisley's bands, evidence 
w

hich F
isher said w

ould indicate sui-
cide. 

"T
h

ere Is n
o

 w
ay

 o
f p

ro
v

in
g

 h
is 

death w
as a suicide," F

isher said. A
c-

co
rd

in
g
 to

 th
e p

attern
 o

f th
e w

o
u
n
d
, 

the barrel of the gun that killed P
ais-

ley w
as pressed against his head w

hen 
fired, he said. 

P
aisley, w

ho w
as considered an ex-

pert sailor, once lived aboard* Iii boat, 
the B

rillig, for-tw
o years. H

etetired in 
1

9
7

4
 as d

ep
u

ty
 d

irecto
r o

f th
e C

IA
's 

O
ffice of S

trategic R
esearch: T

hat of- 
f  

flee, acco
rd

in
g
 to

 a,  C
IA

 spokesm
an, 

"p
ro

d
u
ces an

aly
tic stu

d
ies o

f fo
reig

n
 

'm
ilitary program

s and activities." 
P

aisley
 w

as in
 a O

o
sitio

n
 to

 k
n

o
w

 
"highly sensitive" m

ilitary secrets, ae 
cording to a form

er C
IA

 colleague. 
T

he B
rillig W

as found unoccupied 
but w

ith its sails still set on the m
orn-

in
g
 after P

aisley
 d

isap
p
eared

. It h
ad

 
rim

 ag
ro

u
n

d
 n

ear P
o

in
t L

o
o

k
o

u
t at 

th
e m

o
u
th

 o
f th

e P
o
to

m
ac R

iv
er, 7

8
 

M
iles •southeatit.  of W

ashington. 
P

aisley's body w
as found S

unday af-
ternoon about 15 m

iles north of P
oint 

L
ookout near the m

outh of the P
atux-

ent R
iver, according to the U

.S
. C

oast 
G

uard. 
H

is body w
as dressed In blue jeans, 

a w
h
ite p

u
llo

v
er sh

irt an
d
 h

ad
 n

o
 

shoes, F
isher said. T

he diving w
eights 

w
ere strapped around his w

aist. P
ais-

ley
, acco

rd
in

g
 to

 h
is estran

g
ed

 w
ife 

M
ary

an
n

, h
ad

 recen
tly

 co
m

p
leted

 a 
scuba diving course. 

A
ccording to a close fam

ily m
em

ber 
w

ho did not w
ant to be identified, P

al-
ley often had been depressed w

hile at  

the C
IA

, but that in recent m
onths 

had been ''happier and m
ore talkative 

th
an

 h
e ev

er w
as b

efo
re:4-  

- In
 D

ecem
b
er, P

aisley
ilt th

e u
rg

in
g
 

o
f h

is fam
ily

, p
articip

ated
 in

 an
, en

-
counter group -called L

ifespring, the 
fam

ily
 'm

em
b

er said
. "It seem

ed
 to

 
give h

im
 a n

ew
 o

u
tlo

o
k
 o

n
 life," th

e 
relativ

e said
. • 

P
aisley had w

orked for the past six 
m

o
n
th

s as a .co
n
su

ltan
t fo

r th
e ac-

co
u

n
tin

g
 firm

 o
f C

o
o

p
ers an

d
 L

y
b

-
ran

d
. H

e recen
tly

 sep
arated

 fro
m

 h
is 

w
ife, w

ho lives in M
cL

ean, and m
oved 

into an apartm
ent at 1500 M

assachu-
setts A

ve. N
.W

. 
O

n the day he disappeared, P
aisley 

w
as sailing w

est across the bay from
 

H
ooper Island to his hom

e m
ooring at 

S
olom

ons, M
d. A

t B
 p.m

., he radioed 
to

 a frien
d
 at S

o
lo

m
o
n
s, retired

 A
ir 

F
orce colonel N

orm
an W

ilson, saying 
he w

as com
ing hom

e after dark. 
"H

e said
 h

e w
as going to do som

e 
paper w

ork on the boat." W
ilson said 

yesterday. "H
e sounded norm

al." 


