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‘PAISLEY, From Aﬁ

‘hasn’t been able to 'confirm’ ﬂiaf. Pais-
ley did sell his pistol this summer.
Clark said that if Paisley had sold
the pistol to a_ private -individual,
there wouldn’t necessaﬂly ba any rec-
ord of the sale. £
“We have no algn.iﬂcant Isads that

we are pursuing in the mvesﬁg&tlon s

Clark said. “Unless something  dra-
matic comes up, we just won't be able

to tell whether Paiulay‘s death was L

icide or murder. i 4 pig )
Betty Myers, whchnid she had 'been

“in'a “elose relationship” with Pulsley

for two years, frequently -mintioned

during the interview that the last few

months before Paisley’s death “were
the happiest times for hlm tha.t I'd
seen.”

But Myers, ‘a psyeluatric soeml
‘worker who ‘took a job in Cumber-
land, Md,, the week before Paisley dis-

| ‘appeared, said that Paisley was not a

man who openly expressed his Ieel-
ings.

“John was a private person I some-
times wished for him to talk to me
more about what moved him. When
things were important to him it was

difficult for him to talk about lt. ‘with

others,” Myers said.

She said that Paisley, 55, who re-
tired in 1974 from the CIA's Office of
Strategic Research and who remained
with the ageney as a consultant, was
deeply depressed two years agcl and
spoke of suicide.

“He realized he was growing older,
he'd left his job, his kids were grow-
ing up and he was leaving a marriage
that had once brought him graat hap-
piness," Myers said.

In the ensuing two years, Myera.

said, Paisley appeared happy ‘and
seemed to adjust to the changes in his
life. He attended an encounter session

+

called Lﬂesprmg last December and
again in March. “Lifespring changed
him considerably; he worked on being
more open,” Myers said.

The week before Paisley disap-
peared,  Myers said, she spoke with

Him three times on the phone and
they discussed her move to a new job
in Cumberland.  °

“It was the first weekend we'd been
apart for six months. He said he was
going to do some sailing and try to
finish a paper,” Myers said. Paisley
was writing a paper as part of his CIA
consulting work about the recent

.problems of the B-1 bomber project in

getting congressional and presidential
approval, according to Myers.

Paisley’s sailboat, the Brillig, was’

found aground and unoccupied on
Sept. 25 with its' sails set. His body
was spotted a week later near Solo-
mons, Md., at the mouth of the Patux-
ent River.

Police spokesma.n Glurk said :rester-
day investigators have had to “p
catch up ball” while trying to find out
how Paisley died because nearly all
the evidence in the case hasbeen
“contaminated.”

“What evidence might have been on
the boat has been lost because the
Coast Guard, the CIA and other peo-
ple moved things around befora we
got there,” Clark said.

The bloated, badly decomposed con-

dition of Paisley’s body “removed any

evidence that might have been on the
body,” Clark said.

Because the bullet that killed Pais-
ley fragmented upon impaet with his
skull, he said, ' ballistic technicians
needed a week to piece together frag-
ments and determine that the bullet

‘came from a 9 mm cartridge.

Clark said that “several people™

have told police Pdisley kept a pistol

Cldse Pai léy Friend Calls Him Happy;
Says He To]d Her He Sold 9 mm Pistol

aboard his sloop. No one has said they
are sure the gun was on board when
Paisley disappeared. Clark 'said. '
Retired Air Force Col. Norman Wil-
son, a close friend of Paisley’s who
rented him dock space near Solomons

‘where he moored his boat, said he had
last seen the gun last autumn, Both ;
Wilson and Myers said the gmi"wan 1
‘partly disassembled and stored in a

watertight phstlc bag when they last

“saw it.

Clark said evidence “conta.minated"
in the investigation included Paisleys

i
1

apartment at 1500 Massachusetts Ave/
CIA officers and Maryann Paisley, °

“Things had been removed from the
where Paisley moved this spring.

apartment. It had been cleaned out” °

Clark said. i

Paisley’s estranged wue, entered the
apartment before Maryland police got
there, Clark said,

Clark said that one of the only
“tangible things" police have found
helts weighing 38 pounds taken from
in their Investigation is the two div-
ing belts weighing 38 pounds taken
from around Paisley’s body, He said
police are trying to trnee ewneuhip
of the belts.

Paisley, according tn Ia.rm.ly and
friends, including Myers, owned only
one weight belt for scuba diving. “He

kept the one belt on the boat becasue

it was too heavy to carry back and

forth to his apartment,” Myers saitt.
Myers said yesterday that as.a psy-

chiatric social worker, trained to

' sense people's moods,,she finds it
hard to believe that Paialey commit-

ted suicide.
“It would shock me to lesl'n that his

death was suicide because (that would .

mean) there were things he wasn't
sharing with me.”
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