
B
y T

ad
 S

ou
le 

n
 th

e m
o
o
n
lit n

ig
h
t o

f 
S

ept. 23, 1978, John A
r-

th
u
r P

aisley
 v

an
ish

ed
 

in
 th

e w
aters o

f C
h

esa-
p

eak
e B

ay
, th

e silen
t 

kingdom
 of oysters and 

crab
s. H

e w
as a q

u
iet 

5
5
-y

ear-o
ld

 m
an

 w
h
o
 

h
ad

 a p
assio

n
 fo

r so
li-

tary
 sailin

g
; h

e w
as also

 an
 ex

p
ert o

n
 

S
o

v
ie

t n
u

c
le

a
r c

a
p

a
b

ility
 w

h
o

 h
a
d

 
w

o
rk

ed
 fo

r th
e C

en
tral In

tellig
en

ce 
A

g
e
n
c
y
. P

a
isle

y
 w

a
s la

st se
e
n
 th

a
t 

m
o

rn
in

g
, cro

ssin
g

 a n
arro

w
 sectio

n
 o

f 
the bay aboard his sloop B

ril lig, a nam
e 

h
e h

ad
 p

ick
ed

 fro
m

 L
ew

is C
arro

ll's 
"T

h
ro

u
g

h
 th

e L
o

o
k

in
g

-G
lass." T

h
e 

em
p
ty

 b
o
at ran

 ag
ro

u
n
d
 u

n
d
er fu

ll sail 
the follow

ing m
orning, Its ship-to-shore 

rad
io

 still crack
lin

g
. 

T
a
d
 S

zu
lc is a n

a
tio

n
a
l-secu

rity-a
ffa

irs 
w

riter based in W
ashington, D

.C
. 

-C
IN

IA
ILJS

2E
21:1131 

H
is 'su

icid
e' w

as b
izarre; th

e n
atu

re o
f h

is 
C

.I.A
. w

ork, top-secret. W
ho w

as John A
rthur 

P
aisley, and w

hat actually happened to him
? 

A
 w

eek later, on O
ct. 1, a bloated and 

b
ad

ly
 d

eco
m

p
o

sed
 b

o
d

y
 w

as fo
u

n
d

 
flo

atin
g
 in

 th
e b

ay
, a 9

-m
illim

eter g
u
n
-

sh
o
t w

o
u
n
d
 in

 th
e b

ack
 o

f th
e h

ead
, 

w
e
ig

h
te

d
 d

iv
e
r's b

e
lts a

ro
u
n
d
 th

e
 

w
aist. T

he next day, the body w
as iden-

tified by M
aryland's C

hief M
edical E

x-
am

in
er as th

at o
f Jo

h
n

 A
rth

u
r P

aisley
. 

O
ver the next 17 days; how

ever, finger-
p

rin
t id

en
tificatio

n
 co

u
ld

 n
o

t b
e m

ad
e 

—
 n

eith
er th

e C
.I.A

. n
o

r th
e F

ed
eral 

B
u
reau

 o
f In

v
estig

atio
n
 co

u
ld

 lo
cate a 

set o
f P

aisley
's fin

g
erp

rin
ts. T

h
e h

an
d
s 

w
ere severed and sent to the F

.B
.I., and 

th
e b

o
d

y
 w

as crem
ated

 in
 a C

.I.A
.-ap

-
p

ro
v

ed
 fu

n
eral h

o
m

e o
u

tsid
e W

ash
in

g
-

ton, D
.C

. 
T

h
e M

ary
lan

d
 S

tate P
o

lice in
itially

 

su
g
g
ested

 th
at d

eath
 w

as b
y
 su

icid
e, 

and the C
.I.A

., to questions posed by re-
p

o
rters, saw

 "n
o

 reaso
n

 to
 d

isag
ree." 

T
h

e M
ary

lan
d

 S
tate P

o
lice later co

n
-

clu
d
ed

 th
at d

eath
 w

as "u
n
d
eterm

in
ed

" 
after a b

elated
 in

v
estig

atio
n
 m

arred
 b

y
 

w
h
at th

ey
 called

 th
e "co

n
tam

in
atio

n
" 

of evidence by C
.I.A

. security officers, 
w

h
o
 w

ere th
e first to

 search
 th

e b
o

at. 
P

resen
ted

 w
ith

 th
is statem

en
t b

y
 th

e 
M

ary
lan

d
 S

tate P
o

lice, C
.I.A

. sp
o

k
es-

m
en said that the agency w

as not an in-
v

estig
ativ

e o
n

e an
d

 h
ad

 n
o

t tak
en

 p
art 

in any crim
inal investigation. 

T
h
e C

.I.A
. sp

o
k
esm

en
 w

ere circu
m

-
spect, too, w

hen it cam
e tim

e to release 
inform

ation on John A
rthur P

aisley, A
s 

a m
atter o

f p
o
licy

, th
e C

.I.A
. alm

o
st 

n
ev

er d
isclo

ses co
m

p
lete b

io
g
rap

h
ical 

d
ata o

n
 its o

fficers; v
ario

u
s asp

ects o
f 

th
eir careers co

u
ld

 p
ro

v
id

e clu
es ab

o
u

t 
secret o

p
eratio

n
s th

ey
 m

ay
 h

av
e b

een
 

en
g
ag

ed
 in

 an
d
 th

u
s co

m
p
ro

m
ise th

e 
ag

en
cy

's "so
u

rces an
d

 m
eth

o
d

s." 
In

 its p
u

b
lic statem

en
ts, th

erefo
re, 

th
e C

.I.A
. p

o
rtray

ed
 P

aisley
 as a rath

er 
u
n
im

p
o
rtan

t in
tellig

en
ce o

fficer an
d
 

an
aly

st. P
rio

r to
 h

is o
fficial retirem

en
t 

in
 1

9
7

4
, P

aisley
 h

ad
 serv

ed
 as d

ep
u

ty
 

ch
ief o

f th
e C

.I.A
.'s O

ffice o
f S

trateg
ic 

R
esearch

, w
h

ich
 d

eals w
ith

 assess-
m

en
ts o

f S
o
v
iet n

u
clear fo

rces, an
d
 th

e 
ag

en
cy

 em
p
h
asized

 th
at h

e w
as ju

st 
an

o
th

er sen
io

r an
aly

st, h
av

in
g
 n

o
th

in
g
 

to do w
ith clandestine operations. A

fter 
fu

rth
er p

ro
d

d
in

g
 b

y
 rep

o
rters, C

.I.A
. 

sp
o
k
esm

en
 ack

n
o
w

led
g
ed

 th
at P

aisley
 

w
as still a "co

n
su

ltan
t" to

 th
e ag

en
cy

 
at th

e tim
e o

f h
is d

isap
p

earan
ce, b

u
t 

th
ey

 in
sisted

 th
at h

e h
ad

 h
ad

 n
o

 access 
to

 h
ig

h
ly

 classified
 in

fo
rm

atio
n

 sin
ce 

h
is retirem

en
t. 

Y
et, fro

m
 in

fo
rm

atio
n
 su

p
p
lied

 to
 

th
is rep

o
rter b

y ex
trem

ely
 au

th
o
rita- 

T
h
e N

ew
 Y

o
rk

 T
im

es M
ag

u
zln

e/Jan
u
ary

 7
, 1

9
7
9
 1

3
 



tive
 in

te
llig

e
n

ce
 so

u
rce

s In
 W

a
sh

in
g

to
n

, 
a
n
o
th

e
r Jo

h
n

 A
rth

u
r P

a
isle

y e
m

e
rg

e
s. 

P
a

is
le

y
 w

a
s
 a

n
 u

n
u

s
u

a
lly

 Im
p

o
rta

n
t 

C
.I.A

. fig
u

re
 w

h
o

 h
a

d
 b

e
e

n
 in

vo
lve

d
 in

 
s
o
m

e
 o

f th
e
 m

o
s
t s

e
n
s
itiv

e
 a

g
e
n
c
y
 

o
p

e
ra

tio
n

s sin
ce

 th
e

 la
te

 1
9

4
0

's. U
n

til 
S

e
p
t. 2

3
, h

e
 w

a
s p

rivy to
 h

ig
h
ly se

cre
t 

In
te

llig
e
n
c
e
 m

a
te

ria
ls

. T
h
e
s
e
 a

re
 th

e
 

h
ig

h
lig

h
ts o

f "th
e

 P
a

isle
y co

n
n

e
ctio

n
": 

13W
ith

in
 tw

o
 ye

a
rs o

f h
is o

fficia
l 1

9
7
4
 

re
tire

m
e
n
t, P

a
isle

y w
a
s b

ro
u
g
h
t b

a
ck 

b
y
 th

e
 C

.I.A
. to

 c
o
o
rd

in
a
te

 e
ffo

rts
 to 

e
v
a

lu
a

te
 th

e
 S

o
v
ie

t n
u

c
le

a
r th

re
a

t -
o

n
e

 o
f th

e
 a

g
e

n
c
y
's

 m
o

s
t s

e
c
re

t 
p
ro

je
cts. F

ro
m

 A
u
g
u
st 1

9
7
6
 o

n
, h

e
 h

a
d
 

a
cce

ss to
 th

e
 m

o
st h

ig
h
ly cla

ssifie
d
 in

-
te

llig
e
n
c
e
 d

o
c
u
m

e
n
ts

. H
e
 h

a
d
 b

e
e
n
 

w
o
rk

in
g
 o

n
 m

a
te

ria
ls

 re
la

te
d
 to

 th
is

 
p

ro
je

ct a
b

o
a

rd
 h

is slo
o

p
 a

t th
e

 tim
e

 o
f 

h
is d

isa
p
p
e
a
ra

n
ce

. 
R

W
h

e
n

 it w
a

s
h

e
d
 a

s
h

o
re

, th
e
 B

rillig
 

ca
rrie

d
 so

p
h
istica

te
d
 co

m
m

u
n
ica

tio
n
s 

e
q
u
ip

m
e
n
t d

e
sig

n
e
d
 fo

r se
cre

t tra
n
s-

m
issio

n
s. 

riD
u

rIn
g

 th
e
 1

9
6

0
's, P

a
isle

y h
e

lp
e

d
 to

 
d
e
b
rie

f Y
u
ri Iv

a
n
o
v
ic

h
 N

o
s
e
n
k
o
, th

e
 

m
o

s
t s

e
n

io
r K

.G
.B

. d
e

fe
c
to

r in
 th

e
 

U
n

ite
d

 S
ta

te
s
. P

a
is

le
y
 a

n
d

 N
o

s
e

n
k
o

 
la

te
r b

e
c
a

m
e

 frie
n

d
s
, a

n
d

 th
e

 C
.I.A

. 
o

ffic
e

r fre
q

u
e

n
tly

 v
is

ite
d

 N
o

s
e

n
k
o

 in
 

h
is N

o
rth

 C
a

ro
lin

a
 h

id
e

o
u

t. 
flP

a
is

le
y
's

 w
id

o
w

, M
a
ry

a
n
n
, w

a
s
 e

m
-

p
lo

ye
d
 fo

r a
 ye

a
r in

 1
9
7
4
 in

 o
n
e
 o

f th
e
 

m
o
st se

n
sitive

 d
ivisio

n
s o

f th
e
 C

.I.A
.: 

th
e

 o
ffic

e
 h

a
n

d
lin

g
 fu

n
d

s
 fo

r fo
re

ig
n

 
cla

n
d
e
stin

e
 o

p
e
ra

tio
n
s. H

e
r im

m
e
d
ia

te
 

su
p
e
rio

r w
a
s K

a
th

e
rin

e
 H

a
rt, w

ife
 o

f a
n
 

a
g
e
n
c
y
 o

ffic
e
r w

h
o
 h

a
d
 d

e
a
lt e

x
te

n
-

sive
ly w

ith
 N

o
se

n
ko

. 
II P

a
isle

y w
a

s a
 co

n
trib

u
to

r to
 th

e
 to

p
-

se
cre

t m
a
n
u
a
l o

n
 th

e
 o

p
e
ra

tio
n
s o

f th
e
 

U
n

ite
d

 S
ta

te
s
 K

H
-1

1
 s

p
y
-in

-th
e

-s
k
y
 

sa
te

llite
, th

e
 m

o
st so

p
h

istica
te

d
 in

 th
is 

g
e
n

e
ra

tio
n

 o
f o

rb
ite

rs
, ta

rg
e
te

d
 o

n
 

S
o
vie

t stra
te

g
ic d

e
p
lo

ym
e
n
ts. T

h
is w

a
s 

th
e
 m

a
n
u
a
l so

ld
 in

 A
th

e
n
s a

b
o
u
t a

 ye
a
r 

a
g
o
 to

 th
e
 K

.G
.B

., th
e
 S

o
vie

t se
cre

t p
o
-

lic
e
, b

y
 W

illia
m

 P
. K

a
m

p
ile

s
, a

 y
o
u
n
g
 

C
.I.A

. o
ffice

r w
h
o
 la

st N
o
ve

m
b
e
r w

a
s 

convicted on espionage charges. 
T

h
e

 S
e

n
a

te
 S

e
le

ct C
o

m
m

itte
e

 o
n

 In
-

te
llig

e
n

ce
, co

n
ce

rn
e

d
 a

b
o

u
t th

e
 p

o
ssi-

b
le

 p
o

litic
a

l a
n

d
 o

th
e

r im
p

lic
a

tio
n

s
 o

f 
th

e
 P

a
isle

y a
ffa

ir, h
a
s la

u
n
ch

e
d
 a

 q
u
ie

t 
b
u
t e

n
e
rg

e
tic

 in
v
e
s
tig

a
tio

n
 to

 d
e
te

r-
m

in
e

 w
h

a
t e

xa
ctly h

a
p

p
e

n
e

d
 th

a
t S

e
p

-
te

m
b

e
r n

ig
h

t o
n

 C
h

e
sa

p
e

a
ke

 B
a

y, a
n

d
 

in
 th

e
 d

a
ys th

e
re

a
fte

r. T
h
e
 co

m
m

itte
e
, 

P
a
isley's m

e
n

to
r: J

a
m

es J
esu

s A
n

g
leto

n
, fo

rm
er C

.I.A
. co

u
n

terin
tell'g

en
ce ch

ief. 
ch

a
ire

d
 b

y S
e
ria

tO
r I lic

h
 	

-
-to

 
t
o

 
	th

e p
resen

t crises itit Iran
 

a
n

d
 N

ica
ra

g
u

a
, d

e
sp

ite
 cle

a
r sig

n
a

ls. 
In

 N
o

v
e

m
b

e
r, in

 a
 m

o
s
t u

n
u

s
u

a
l 

m
o

ve
, P

re
sid

e
n

t C
a

rte
r re

p
rim

a
n

d
e

d
 

A
d
m

. S
ta

n
fie

ld
 T

u
rn

e
r, th

e
 D

ire
cto

r o
f 

C
e
n
tra

l In
te

llig
e
n
c
e
, fo

r th
e
s
e
 s

h
o
rt-

co
m

in
g
s. T

h
is fu

rth
e
r d

a
m

a
g
e
d
 m

o
ra

le
 

in
 th

e
 a

g
e

n
c
y
, w

h
ic

h
 h

a
s
 n

o
t fu

lly
 

re
co

ve
re

d
 fro

m
 th

e
 C

o
n
g
re

ssio
n
a
l in

-
ve

stig
a
tio

n
s o

f its p
a
st sca

n
d
a
ls, o

r th
e
 

re
ce

n
t m

a
ssive

 firin
g

s o
f its cla

n
d

e
s-

tin
e
-se

rvice
s o

ffice
rs. 

N
o
t le

a
s
t a

m
o
n
g
 th

e
 C

.I.A
.'s

 p
ro

b
-

le
m

s is P
a

isle
y's w

id
o

w
, w

h
o

se
 lo

ya
lty 

to
 th

e
 a

g
e

n
c
y
 s

e
e

m
s
 to

 b
e

 fla
g

g
in

g
. 

H
a

vin
g

 first w
o

rke
d

 clo
se

ly w
ith

 C
.I.A

. 
se

cu
rity o

ffice
rs a

fte
r P

a
isle

y's d
isa

p
-

p
e

a
ra

n
ce

, sh
e

 re
ce

n
tly re

ta
in

e
d

 B
e

r-
n
a
rd

 F
e
n
ste

rw
a
ld

, a
 w

e
ll-kn

o
w

n
 W

a
sh

-
in

g
to

n
 a

tto
rn

e
y
, to

 h
e

lp
 h

e
r fin

d
 o

u
t 

w
h
a
t h

a
p
p
e
n
e
d
 to

 h
e
r h

u
sb

a
n
d
. M

rs. 

P
a
isle

y refu
ses to

 talk to
 re

p
o

rte
rs, b

u
t 

frie
n

d
s sa

y th
a

t sh
e

 q
u

e
stio

n
s b

o
th

 th
e

 
su

icid
e

 th
e

o
ry a

n
d

 th
e

 Id
e

n
tity o

f th
e

 
b
o
d
y fo

u
n
d
 In

 th
e
 b

a
y. S

h
e
 d

id
 n

o
t se

e
 

P
a

isle
y's b

o
d

y, n
o

r th
e

 p
h

o
to

g
ra

p
h

s o
f 

it. A
c
tu

a
lly

, n
o
 o

n
e
 w

h
o
 h

a
d
 k

n
o
w

n
 

P
a

isle
y in

 life is rep
o

rted
 to

 h
ave been 

sh
o

w
n

 th
e

 b
o

d
y b

e
fo

re
 th

e
 cre

m
a

tio
n

. 

E
l 

F
ro

m
 th

e
 a

cco
u

n
ts o

f th
e

 M
a

ryla
n

d
 

S
ta

te
 P

o
lic

e
, th

e
 F

.B
.I., th

e
 C

o
a
s
t 

G
u
a
rd

, th
e
 m

e
d
ica

l e
xa

m
in

e
rs, so

u
rce

s 
in

 th
e
 in

te
llig

e
n
c
e
 c

o
m

m
u
n
ity

, a
n
d
 

fro
m

 p
e
o
p
le

 w
h
o
 kn

e
w

 h
im

, it is p
o
ssi-

b
le

 to
 re

c
o
n
s
tru

c
t e

v
e
n
ts

 le
a
d
in

g
 to

 
w

h
a
t S

e
n
a
te

 in
v
e
s
tig

a
to

rs
 fa

m
ilia

r 
w

ith
 th

e
 ca

se
 h

a
ve

 d
e

scrib
e

d
 a

s o
n

e
 o

f 
th

e
 "sp

o
o
kie

st" ca
se

s e
ve

r in
vo

lvin
g
 a

n
 

in
te

llig
e
n
ce

 o
p
e
ra

tio
n
. 

J
o

h
n

 A
rth

u
r P

a
is

le
y
's

 fin
a

l d
ra

m
a

 
b
e
g
a
n
 in

 th
e
 la

te
 a

fte
rn

o
o
n
 o

f S
a
tu

rd
a
y, 

S
e
p
t. 2

1
 a

 w
a
rm

 a
u
tu

m
n
 d

a
y. H

e
 h

a
d
 

s
a
ile

d
 a

b
o
a
rd

 th
e
 s

lo
o
p
 B

rillig
 th

a
t 

m
o
rn

in
g
 fro

m
 a

 m
o
o
rin

g
 o

n
 S

o
lo

m
o
n
s 

Is
la

n
d

, a
t th

e
 m

o
u

th
 o

f th
e

 P
a

tu
x
e

n
t 

R
ive

r, to
 H

o
o

p
e

r Isla
n

d
s o

n
 th

e
 E

a
ste

rn
 

S
hore of C

hesapeake B
ay —

 a short and 
e

a
sy e

a
ste

rly cro
ssin

g
 —

 w
ith

 frie
n

d
 o

r 
frie

n
d
s u

n
kn

o
w

n
. T

h
e
 m

o
o
rin

g
 b

e
lo

n
g
s 

to
 C

o
l. N

o
rm

a
n
 W

ils
o
n
, a

 re
tire

d
 A

ir 
F

o
rce

 o
ffice

r w
h

o
 h

a
d

 se
rve

d
 in

 a
 to

p
-

se
cre

t p
o
st In

 th
e
 D

e
fe

n
se

 In
te

llig
e
n
ce

 
A

g
e

n
cy a

n
d

 h
a

d
 b

e
e

n
 P

a
isle

y's frie
n

d
 

for about 10 years. 
A

cco
rd

in
g

 to
 C

o
lo

n
e

l W
ilso

n
, so

m
e

-
tim

e
 d

u
rin

g
 th

e
 d

a
y
 h

e
 w

a
s
 to

ld
 b

y
 

s
o
m

e
o
n
e
 (w

h
o
m

 h
e
 w

ill n
o
t id

e
n
tify

) 
th

a
t P

a
isle

y w
a

n
te

d
 to

 b
e

 ca
lle

d
 o

n
 th

e
 

ra
d
io

. C
o
lo

n
e
l W

ils
o
n
 c

o
n
ta

c
te

d
 th

e
 

B
rillig

, a
s h

e
 re

ca
lls, b

e
tw

e
e

n
 5

 P
.M

. 
a
n
d
 6

 P
.M

., a
n
d
 P

a
isle

y a
d
vise

d
 h

im
 

"h
e
 w

o
u
ld

 b
e
 in

 a
fte

r d
a
rk

," a
s
k
in

g
 

th
a
t th

e
 d

o
ck lig

h
ts b

e
 le

ft o
n
. T

h
is w

a
s 

th
e
 la

st a
n
yo

n
e
 h

e
a
rd

 fro
m

 P
a
isle

y. 
A

t 1
0

:3
0

 A
.M

. th
e

 n
e

xt d
a

y, S
u

n
d

a
y, 

S
e
p
t. 2

4
, th

e
 C

o
a
st G

u
a
rd

 sta
tio

n
 a

t S
t. 

In
ig

o
e
s o

n
 C

h
e
sa

p
e
a
ke

 B
a
y w

a
s n

o
ti-

fie
d

 b
y te

le
p

h
o

n
e

 b
y a

 sta
te

 p
a

rk ra
n

g
e

r 
th

a
t tw

o
 se

p
a

ra
te

 p
le

a
su

re
 cra

ft h
a

d
 in

-
fo

rm
e
d
 h

im
 o

f sig
h
tin

g
 a

 ve
sse

l u
n
d
e
r 

fu
ll s

a
il a

g
ro

u
n

d
 a

t P
o

in
t L

o
o

k
o

u
t, 

w
h

e
re

 th
e

 P
o

to
m

a
c R

ive
r ru

n
s in

to
 th

e
 

b
a

y
. T

h
e

 ra
n

g
e

r h
a

d
 d

riv
e

n
 to

 P
o

in
t 

L
o

o
ko

u
t. H

e
 h

a
d

 a
sce

rta
in

e
d

 th
a

t n
o

- 

ana, had hoped to co
m

e u
p

 w
ith

 a rep
o

rt 
b

efo
re T

h
an

ksg
ivin

g
, b

u
t it h

as ru
n

 in
to

 
s
u

c
h

 d
iffic

u
ltie

s
 try

in
g

 to
 le

a
rn

 th
e

 
tru

th
 a

b
o

u
t th

e
 e

ve
n

ts th
a

t it is u
n

like
ly 

to
 co

m
e

 u
p

 w
ith

 co
n

clu
sio

n
s, if a

n
y, b

e
-

fo
re

 m
id

-Ja
n
u
a
ry. 

T
h

e
 in

ve
stig

a
tio

n
 co

u
ld

 h
a

rd
ly h

a
ve

 
co

m
e

 a
t a

 w
o

rse
 tim

e
. C

ra
cks In

 in
te

r-
n
a
l se

cu
rity h

a
ve

 b
e
e
n
 b

e
d
e
vilin

g
 th

e
 

a
g

e
n

cy in
 re

ce
n

t ye
a

rs, w
h

a
t w

ith
 m

ys-
te

rio
u
s d

isa
p
p
e
a
ra

n
ce

s, th
e
fts o

f to
p
-

se
cre

t d
o
cu

m
e
n
ts a

n
d
 ta

lk o
f a

 S
o
vie

t 
"m

o
le

" —
 a

 d
e
e
p
-co

ve
r o

p
e
ra

tive
 in

 a
 

h
ig

h
-le

v
e

l p
o

s
itio

n
 —

 h
a

v
in

g
 p

e
n

e
-

tra
te

d
 th

e
 A

m
e

rica
n

 in
te

llig
e

n
ce

 co
m

-
m

u
n
ity. In

 a
d
d
itio

n
, th

e
 C

.I.A
.'s a

b
ility 

to
 co

lle
ct a

n
d
 e

ffe
ctive

ly e
va

lu
a
te

 vita
l 

fo
re

ig
n
 in

te
llig

e
n
c
e
 is

 n
o
w

 u
n
d
e
r a

t-
ta

c
k
. P

o
lic

y
-m

a
k
in

g
 o

ffic
ia

ls
 in

 m
a
n
y
 

p
a

rts
 o

f th
e

 A
d

m
in

is
tra

tio
n

 a
re

 u
n

-
h
a
p
p
y w

ith
 th

e
 a

g
e
n
cy's a

sse
ssm

e
n
t o

f 
S

o
vie

t m
issile

ry, a
n
d
 th

e
 C

.I.A
. fa

ile
d
 



te
re

a
tle

r, w
a
s a

ssa
ssin

a
te

d
 

b
y
 terro

rists. P
aisley

 h
ad

 a d
e-

g
ree in

 electrical en
g

in
eerin

g
 

from
 the U

niversity of C
hicago 

(h
e
 w

a
s b

o
rn

 a
n
d
 ra

ise
d
 in

 
P

h
o

e
n

ix
, A

riz
., w

h
e
re

 h
e
 

learn
ed

 S
p
an

ish
), an

d
 d

u
rin

g
 

W
o
rld

 W
ar II h

ad
 b

een
 a m

er-
ch

an
t m

arin
e rad

io
 o

p
erato

r. 
It is n

o
t c

le
a
r h

o
w

 P
a
isle

y
 

cam
e to

 jo
in

 th
e B

ern
ad

o
tte 

m
ission. 

It w
as in

 P
alestin

e th
at P

ais-
ley

 cam
e to

 th
e atten

tio
n

 o
f 

Jam
es Jesu

s A
n
g
leto

n
, w

h
o
 

la
te

r b
e
c
a
m

e
 c

h
ie

f o
f th

e
 

C
.I.A

.'s 	
co

u
n

terin
tellig

en
ce 

staff. A
ngleton w

as touring the 
M

id
d

le E
ast at th

e tim
e, re-

cru
itin

g
 p

erso
n
n
el fo

r th
e in

-
fa

n
t a

g
e
n
c
y
; P

a
isle

y
 w

a
s 

a
m

o
n

g
 A

n
g

le
to

n
's first re

- 

cruits, although it is not know
n 

w
h

at h
e d

id
 u

n
til 1

9
5

3
, w

h
en

 
his em

ploym
ent w

as m
ade for-

m
al an

d
 h

e w
as assig

n
ed

 to
 d

o
 

• an
a
ly

tic
a
l w

o
rk

 o
n

 S
o

v
ie

t 
strateg

ic p
ro

b
lem

s. P
aisley

 al-
w

ay
s stay

ed
 in

 to
u
ch

 w
ith

 A
n
-

gleton. 
A

s the p
ace o

f th
e arm

s race 
b

etw
een

 th
e U

n
ited

 S
tates an

d
 

th
e S

o
v

iet U
n

io
n

 q
u

ick
en

ed
, 

P
aisley

 em
erg

ed
 as o

n
e o

f th
e 

key C
.I.A

. specialists on S
oviet 

strateg
ic research

 an
d
 d

ep
lo

y
-

m
en

t. H
e learn

ed
 R

u
ssian

 
In 

ord
er to study S

oviet technical 
journals and the flow

 of S
oviet 

In
tellig

en
ce in

tercep
ted

 b
y

 th
e 

U
n
ite

d
 S

ta
te

s. P
a
isle

y
 w

a
s 

p
riv

y
 to

 o
n
e o

f th
e m

o
st jeal-

ously kept C
.I.A

. secrets—
 the 

so
u
rces an

d
 m

eth
o
d
s o

f ac-
q

u
irin

g
 in

tellig
en

ce o
n

 S
o

v
iet 

n
u
clear d

ev
elo

p
m

en
ts. T

h
e 

protection of sources and of in- 
fo

rm
atio

n
-g

ath
erin

g
 m

eth
o
d
s 

fro
m

 a p
o

ten
tial en

em
y

 is a 
m

ajo
r in

tellig
en

ce fu
n

ctio
n

. 
A

ccording to those in th
e in

tel-
lig

en
ce co

m
m

u
n

ity
, 

it
 is

 
k

n
o

w
n

 th
at P

aisley
 w

o
rk

ed
 

clo
sely

 w
ith

 A
n
g
leto

n
 in

 th
is 

area. 

P
aisley

 w
as called

 in
 w

h
en

 
th

e C
.I.A

. b
eg

an
 th

e len
g
th

y
 

an
d
 lab

o
rio

u
s p

ro
cess o

f d
e- 

b
riefin

g
 N

o
sen

k
o
, a m

em
b

er 
o
f th

e K
.G

.B
.'s S

eco
n
d
 C

h
ief 

D
irecto

rate, resp
o

n
sib

le fo
r 

co
u

n
terin

tellig
en

ce w
ith

in
 th

e 
S

o
v
ie

t U
n
io

n
, w

h
o
 h

a
d
 d

e
- 

fe
c
te

d
 to

 th
e
 U

n
ite

d
 S

ta
te

s 
early in 11)64. N

osenko w
as the 

m
ost im

portant K
.G

.B
. officer 

ever to defect. 
O

stensibly, N
osenko's great-

est v
alu

e to
 U

n
ited

 S
tates In

-
telligence w

as to provide infor-
m

ation on S
oviet counterintel-

lig
en

ce ag
en

ts o
p
eratin

g
 . at 

h
o
m

e an
d
 ab

ro
ad

. T
h
is m

ay
 

have included data on counter-
in

tellig
en

ce in
 th

e strateg
ic 

field—
 part of P

aisley's exper-
tise —

 and P
aisley becam

e en-
m

eshed in the m
ost controver-

sial C
.I.A

. secret in
tellig

en
ce 

project of the decade. 
T

h
e co

n
tro

v
ersy

 rev
o
lv

ed
 

aro
u
n
d
 N

o
sen

k
o
's claim

 th
at 

L
ee H

arvey O
sw

ald, the assas-
sin

 o
f P

resid
en

t K
en

n
ed

y
, h

ad
 

n
o
 K

.G
.B

. ties. T
h
is co

rro
b
o
-

rated the inform
ation supplied 

by a deep-cover S
oviet double 

a
g

e
n

t in
 N

e
w

 'Y
o

rk
, c

o
d

e
-

n
am

ed
 "F

ed
o

ra," to
 th

e F
.B

.I. 
It w

as o
n
 th

e stren
g
th

 o
f w

h
at 

"F
ed

o
ra" h

ad
 to

ld
 th

e b
u

reau
 

th
at D

irecto
r J. E

d
g
ar H

o
o
v
er 

w
as ab

le to
 assu

re th
e W

arren
 

C
o
m

m
issio

n
 th

at O
sw

ald
 h

ad
 

acted alone. 
T

h
e C

.I.A
., h

o
w

ev
er, so

o
n
 

concluded that N
osenko m

ight 
h
av

e b
een

 a S
o
v
iet "p

lan
t." In

 
m

id-1964, he w
as incarcerated 

in
 a

n
 a

g
e
n

c
y

 "sa
fe

 h
o

u
se

" 
n

ear W
arren

to
n

, V
a. T

h
ere -

a
c
c
o
rd

in
g
 to

 re
tire

d
 C

.I.A
. 

o
fficer Jo

h
n

 L
. H

art in
 testi-

m
ony before the H

ouse S
elect 

C
o
m

m
ittee o

n
 A

ssassin
atio

n
s 

in
 S

ep
tem

b
er —

 h
e w

as su
b
-

jected
 to

 th
ree y

ears o
f b

ru
tal 

in
terro

g
atio

n
. N

o
sen

k
o
's case 

w
as h

an
d

led
 b

y
 th

e C
.I.A

.'s 
S

o
v
iet-R

u
ssia d

iv
isio

n
 o

f th
e 

c
la

n
d
e
stin

e
 se

rv
ic

e
s, a

n
d
 

P
aisley

 is said
 to

 h
av

e b
een

 
a
m

o
n
g
 th

e
 in

te
rro

g
a
to

rs -
th

o
u
g
h
 h

e co
n
fin

ed
 h

im
self to

 
h

is stra
te

g
ic

 sp
e
c
ia

lty
, a

n
d

 
h

ad
 n

o
 p

art in
 th

e cru
el treat-

m
ent of the K

.G
.B

. defector. 
P

a
isle

y
 a

n
d
 N

o
se

n
k
o
, in

 
fact, becam

e friends. A
fter the 

C
.I.A

. decided in 1968 to clear 
N

o
sen

k
o

 o
n

ce an
d

 fo
r alt, an

d
 

set h
im

 u
p

 in
 a h

o
u

se in
 N

o
rth

 
C

arolina under a new
 identity, 

P
aisley

 started
 v

isitin
g
 h

im
 

th
e
re

 w
h

ile
 sa

ilin
g

 u
p

 a
n

d
 

d
o

w
n

 th
e E

ast C
o

ast. H
av

in
g

 
p

u
rch

ased
 a 3

1
-fo

o
t slo

o
p

 fo
l-

lo
w

in
g

 h
is retirem

en
t, P

aisley
 

reg
istered

 th
e B

rillig
 in

 W
il-

m
in

g
to

n
, N

.C
., o

ften
 k

eep
in

g
 

th
e sailb

o
at at th

e M
aso

n
b
o
ro

 
B

o
aty

ard
 an

d
 M

arin
a, n

o
t far 

from
 N

osenko's hom
e. A

ccord-
ing to a M

asonboro em
ployee, 

P
aisley

's fin
al v

isit th
ere w

as 
late last sp

rin
g

. 

T
h

ese v
isits w

ere freq
u

en
t 

an
d

 ex
ten

d
ed

. T
h

e em
p

lo
y

ee 
re

c
a
lls th

a
t w

h
e
n
 P

a
isle

y
 

sailed out, he w
ould call on the 

radio to say how
 long he w

ould. 
be  g

o
n
e —

 so
m

etim
es fo

r 1
0
 

days or so —
 and to say w

here 
h
is m

ail sh
o
u
ld

 b
e fo

rw
ard

ed
. 

"H
e w

as a lik
ab

le p
erso

n
, b

u
t 

h
e d

id
n
't talk

 ab
o
u
t h

is b
u
si-

n
ess," sh

e said
. "H

e g
o
t to

-
g

eth
er w

ith
 th

e o
th

ers [aro
u

n
d

 
th

e m
arin

a] to
 h

av
e fu

n
." It is 

n
o

t k
n

o
w

n
 w

h
eth

er N
o

sen
k

o
 

and his w
ife w

ere ever in P
ais-

ley's group on the sloop. 

T
h

e C
.I.A

. h
as refu

sed
 to

 
co

m
m

en
t o

n
 th

e P
aisley

-N
o
-

sen
k

o
 frien

d
sh

ip
, an

d
 o

n
 th

e 
a
n
a
ly

st's e
a
rlie

r ro
le

 in
 d

e
-

b
riefin

g
 th

e R
u
ssian

. B
u
t, b

y
 

an
 ex

trao
rd

in
ary

 co
in

cid
en

ce, 

N
osenko w

as back in the new
s 

th
e d

ay
 • b

efo
re P

aisley
 w

as 
killed. 

T
estify

in
g

 b
efo

re th
e H

o
u
se 

A
ssassinations 	

C
om

m
ittee, 

R
ichard H

elm
s, form

er D
irec-

to
r o

f C
e
n

tra
l In

te
llig

e
n

c
e
, 

said
 th

at h
e d

o
es n

o
t co

n
sid

er 
N

osenko a bona fide defector, 
an

d
 th

at "n
o

 p
erso

n
 fam

iliar 

w
ith the facts finds N

osenko's 
statem

ents about O
sw

ald to be 
c
re

d
ib

le
.... T

h
e
re

fo
re

, th
is 

tends to sour all the other opin-
ions he m

aintained." 
T

h
e
re

 is a
n

o
th

e
r c

o
in

c
i-

d
en

ce. M
ary

an
n

 P
aisley

's im
-

m
ed

iate su
p

erio
r in

 th
e C

.I.A
. 

during the year she is know
n to 

have w
orked there (1974) w

as 
K

ath
erin

e H
art, a sen

io
r o

ffi-
cer in

 th
e R

eq
u
irem

en
ts D

iv
i-

sio
n

, w
h

ich
 h

an
d

les req
u

ests 
fo

r fu
n
d
s fo

r c
la

n
d
e
stin

e
 

o
p
eratio

n
s b

y
 o

v
erseas C

.I.A
. 

statio
n
s. H

er h
u
sb

an
d
 is Jo

h
n
 

L
. H

art, w
h

o
 testified

 b
efo

re 
th

e
 H

o
u

se
 A

ssa
ssin

a
tio

n
s 

C
o
m

m
ittee an

d
 w

h
o
 p

lay
ed

 a 
k

ey
 ro

le in
 N

o
sen

k
o

's fin
al 

clearan
ce. (M

rs. H
art is n

o
w

 
d

ep
u

ty
 ch

ief o
f statio

n
 in

 an
 

im
p

o
rtan

t W
estern

 E
u

ro
p

ean
 

cap
ital.) T

h
e C

.I.A
. h

as co
n

-
firm

ed that M
rs. P

aisley w
as a 

"co
n
tract em

p
lo

y
ee," b

u
t it 

refu
ses to

 d
escrib

e h
er d

u
ties. 

It is n
o
t clear h

o
w

 M
rs. P

ais-
ley

, a m
ere "co

n
tract em

p
lo

y
- 

ee," held such a sensitive posi- 
tion In the C

.I.A
. 

Y
et an

o
th

er co
in

cid
en

ce In
-

v
o

lv
es P

aisley
's ro

le as a co
n

-
trib

u
to

r to
 th

e
 to

p
-se

c
re

t 
m

an
u

al o
n

 th
e o

p
eratio

n
s o

f 
th

e K
II-1

1
 U

n
ited

 S
lates sp

y
 

satellite, w
h

ich
 w

as d
esig

n
ed

 
to photograph S

oviet strategic 
n

u
clear d

ep
lo

y
m

en
ts. A

 co
p

y
 

o
f th

is m
an

u
al w

as so
ld

 to
 th

e 
K

.G
.B

. last w
in

ter, in
 w

h
at is 

reg
ard

ed
 as a m

ajo
r setb

ack
 

for A
m

erican intelligence. T
he 

C
.I.A

. v
ig

o
ro

u
sly

 d
en

ies an
y
  

co
n
n
ectio

n
 b

etw
een

 th
e th

eft 
o

f th
e m

an
u

al an
d

 P
aisley

's 
d

eath
. 

T
he C

.I.A
. has not explained 

w
h

y
 P

aisley
 retired

 in
 1

9
7

4
 

(h
is w

ife retired
 at th

e sam
e 

tim
e) except to suggest that he 

m
ay

 h
av

e d
o
n
e so

 b
ecau

se h
e 

w
as eligible for a G

overnm
ent 

p
en

sio
n

. N
o

r d
o

es it ex
p

lain
 

w
hy he w

as brought back as a 
co

n
su

ltan
t tw

o
 y

ears later o
n

 
one of the agency's m

ost sensi-
tiv

e
 stra

te
g

ic
 in

te
llig

e
n

c
e
 

p
ro

jects. 

T
h

is w
as th

e co
n

tro
v

ersial 
e
x

p
e
rim

e
n

t in
 c

o
m

p
e
titiv

e
 

an
aly

sis co
n

d
u

cted
 to

 d
eter-

m
in

e w
h
eth

er th
e q

u
ality

 o
f 

th
e N

atio
n
al In

tellig
en

ce E
sti-

m
ate o

n
 S

o
v

iet F
o

rces fo
r In

-
terco

n
tin

en
tal C

o
n

flict co
u

ld
 

b
e im

p
ro

v
ed

. (T
h
e estim

ate is 
p

ro
b

ab
ly

 th
e m

o
st im

p
o

rtan
t 

stu
d

y
 th

at th
e C

.I.A
. u

n
d

er-
ta

k
e
s e

v
e
ry

 y
e
a
r.) T

h
is e

x
-

p
erim

en
t ran

 fro
m

 A
u

g
u

st to
 

D
ecem

ber 1976. It called for a 
"T

eam
 A

," fo
rm

ed
 b

y
 C

.I.A
. 

sp
ecialists, an

d
 a "T

eam
 B

," 
d

raw
n

 fro
m

 o
u

tsid
e acad

em
-

ics an
d
 fo

rm
er sen

io
r in

telli-
gence and defense officials, to 
ev

alu
ate sep

arately
 th

e sam
e 

m
aterials o

n
 S

o
v

iet strateg
ic 

n
u
c
le

a
r c

a
p
a
b
ilitie

s. T
o
ta

l 
secrecy

 en
v
elo

p
ed

 th
e p

ro
ject 

at th
e tim

e. 
H

ead
in

g
 "T

eam
 B

" w
as D

r. 
R

ich
ard

 E
. P

ip
es, a H

arv
ard

 
h
isto

ry
 p

ro
fesso

r an
d
 fo

rm
er 

d
irecto

r o
f H

arv
ard

's R
u
ssian

 
R

esearch
 C

en
ter. T

h
e m

em
-

b
ersh

ip
 in

clu
d

ed
 P

au
l N

itze, 
fo

rm
er D

ep
u
ty

 S
ecretary

 o
f 

D
efen

se an
d

 n
eg

o
tiato

r o
f th

e 
stra

te
g
ic

 a
rm

s lim
ita

tio
n
 

a
g

re
e
m

e
n

t w
ith

 th
e
 S

o
v

ie
t 

U
n
io

n
, a

n
d
 G

e
n
. D

a
n
ie

l 0
 

G
rah

am
, fo

rm
er D

irecto
r o

f 
the D

efense Intelligence A
gen- 



, b
o
d
y
 w

as ab
o
ard

, an
d
 "th

at th
ere w

ere 
no tracks in the sand, leading to or frcm

 
th

e b
o
at." T

h
e ran

g
er th

en
 p

u
t in

 th
e 

call to the C
oast G

uard. 
S

h
o
rtly

 afterw
ard

, th
e C

o
ast G

u
ard

 
reflo

ated
 th

e B
rillig

 an
d
 to

w
ed

 h
er to

 
S

t. In
ig

o
es. T

h
ere w

ere can
s o

f fo
o
d
 

ab
o
ard

, th
ree p

airs o
f sh

o
es, v

ario
u
s 

d
o
cu

m
en

ts, an
d
 th

e rad
io

 w
as tu

rn
ed

 
on. Id

e
n
tify

in
g
 th

e
 slo

o
p
 a

s P
a
isle

y
's 

fro
m

 p
e
rso

n
a
l a

n
d
 b

u
sin

e
ss p

a
c
e
rs 

ab
o
ard

, th
e C

o
ast G

u
ard

 telep
h
o
n
ed

 
M

rs. P
aisley

 at h
er h

o
m

e in
 M

cL
ean

, 
V

a. T
h
e P

aisley
s h

ad
 b

een
 sep

arated
 

sin
ce A

u
g
u
st, b

u
t h

is n
ew

 d
o
w

n
to

w
n
 

W
ash

in
g
to

n
 ad

d
ress w

as n
o
t o

n
 th

e 
boat. 

A
t 9

 A
.M

. o
f M

o
n
d
ay

, S
ep

t. 2
5
, M

a-
ry

a
n
n
 P

a
isle

y
 a

rriv
e
d
 a

t S
t. In

ig
o
e
s 

w
ith

 h
er d

au
g
h
ter, D

ian
e, C

o
lo

n
el W

il-
so

n
 an

d
 h

is w
ife, B

arb
ara, an

d
 P

h
ilip

 
W

ag
g
o
n
er, P

aisley
's rep

lacem
en

t In
 

the C
.I.A

. w
hen he retired. A

fter seeing 
th

e b
o
at, M

rs. P
aisley

 telep
h
o
n
ed

 th
e 

C
.I.A

. O
ffice o

f S
ecu

rity
 at L

an
g
ley

, 
V

a. B
y
 n

o
o
n
, tw

o
 C

.I.A
. secu

rity
 o

ffi-
cers, Jo

sep
h
 M

irab
le an

d
 F

ran
k
 R

o
cco

, 
reach

ed
 th

e scen
e. A

t 1
:5

0
 P

.M
., th

ey
 

telep
h
o
n
ed

 th
eir first rep

o
rt to

 C
.I.A

. 
h
ead

q
u
arters. T

h
e C

.I.A
. m

en
 co

m
b
ed

 
th

e B
rillig

, fin
d
in

g
 a liv

e 9
-m

illim
eter 

c
a
rtrid

g
e
 o

n
 th

e
 d

e
c
k
. P

a
isle

y
 w

a
s 

k
n
o
w

n
 to

 h
av

e o
w

n
ed

 a 9
-m

illim
eter 

g
u
n
, b

u
t it w

as n
o

t o
n

 th
e b

o
at. T

h
ere 

w
e
re

 n
o
 tra

c
e
s o

f b
lo

o
d
 o

r sig
n
s o

f 
stru

g
g
le

. A
t th

a
t p

o
in

t, P
a
isle

y
 w

a
s 

sim
p
ly

 m
issin

g
. 

T
h
e C

.I.A
. o

fficers rem
o
v
ed

 sev
eral 

docum
ents from

 the boat —
 the agency 

in
sisted

 later th
at th

ey
 w

ere n
o
t classi-

fied
 an

d
 m

ark
ed

 o
n
ly

 "F
o
r In

tern
al 

U
se" —

 an
d
. w

ith
 M

rs. P
aisley

, d
ro

v
e 

to
 P

aisley
's b

ach
elo

r ap
artm

en
t at 1

5
0
0

 
M

assach
u
setts A

v
en

u
e, w

h
ere th

ey
 

p
ick

ed
 u

p
 ad

d
itio

n
al d

o
cu

m
en

ts. T
h
ey

 
a
lso

 fo
u
n
d
 se

v
e
ra

l liv
e
 c

a
rtrid

g
e
s 

th
ere. L

ater th
at w

eek
, C

o
lo

n
el W

ilso
n

 
sailed

 th
e B

rillig
 b

ack
 to

 S
o

lo
m

o
n

s Is-
lan

d
 —

 an
d
 h

e fo
u
n
d
 still an

o
th

er liv
e 

cartrid
g

e ab
o
ard

. 
P

aisley
's d

isap
p
earan

ce w
en

t u
n
re-

ported publicly for the rest of the w
eek. 

T
h
en

, at 3
:9

8
 P

.M
. o

n
 S

u
n
d
ay

, O
ct. 1

. 
th

e C
o
ast G

u
ard

 statio
n
 o

n
 T

ay
lo

rs Is- 

lan
d
, o

n
 th

e b
ay

's E
astern

 S
h
o
re, re-

ceiv
ed

 a rad
io

 m
essag

e fro
m

 th
e p

leas-
u
re

 c
ra

ft R
a
m

a
d
a
 th

a
t a

 b
o
d
y
 w

a
s 

flo
atin

g
 in

 th
e w

ater east o
f th

e m
o
u
th

 
o
f P

a
tu

x
e
n
t R

iv
e
r, ju

st a
 fe

w
 m

ile
s 

fro
m

 th
e S

o
lo

m
o
n
s Islan

d
 m

o
o
rin

g
. A

 
C

o
ast G

u
ard

 u
tility

 b
o
at p

ick
ed

 u
p
 th

e 
frig

h
tfu

lly
 d

eco
m

p
o
sed

 b
o
d
y
 at 5

:1
5
 

P
.M

., tak
in

g
 it to

 th
e N

av
al O

rd
n
an

ce 
D

ock on S
olom

ons Island. 

T
h
e M

ary
lan

d
 S

tate P
o
lice h

ad
 b

een
 

n
o
tified

 b
y
 rad

io
. A

 M
ary

lan
d
 state 

trooper and D
r. G

eorge W
eem

s, D
eputy 

S
tate M

ed
ical E

x
am

in
er, w

ere aw
ait-

in
g
 th

e
 b

o
d
y
's a

rriv
a
l. D

r. W
e
e
m

s 
sp

e
n
t 3

0
 m

in
u
te

s in
 a

 p
re

lim
in

a
ry

 
ex

am
in

atio
n
, th

en
 h

ad
 th

e b
o
d
y
 d

is-
patched to the office of the S

tate M
edi-

cal E
x
am

in
er in

 B
altim

o
re. T

h
e au

-
to

p
sy

 w
as ap

p
aren

tly
 p

erfo
rm

ed
 th

e 
n
ex

t d
ay

; th
e d

eath
 certificate, m

ad
e 

out in the nam
e of John A

rthur P
aisley, 

w
as sig

n
ed

 o
n
 O

ct. 2
 b

y
 D

r. R
u
ssell 

F
isher, the C

hief M
edical E

xam
iner. 

A
t this point, the im

m
ediate question 

th
at co

m
es to

 m
in

d
 is th

is: H
o
w

 co
u
ld

 
D

r. F
ish

er b
e su

re th
at th

e b
o
d
y
 w

as 
P

aisley
's? It w

as d
eco

m
p
o
sed

 b
ey

o
n
d
 

recognition, and the top layer of skin on 
one hand had been eroded. A

ll hair, in-
clu

d
in

g
 P

aisley
's scrag

g
ly

 b
eard

, w
as 

g
o
n
e. F

in
g
erp

rin
t id

en
tificatio

n
 w

o
u
ld

 
still have been possible since one hand 
w

as relativ
ely

 u
n
scath

ed
, b

u
t, in

cred
-

ib
ly

, n
eith

er th
e C

.I.A
. n

o
r th

e F
.B

.I. 
h
ad

 P
aisley

's fin
g
erp

rin
t sets in

 th
eir 

reco
rd

s. A
 

(C
o
n
tin

u
ed

 
o
n
 P

ag
e 

56) 

C
.I.A

. spokesm
an explained to 

th
is re

p
o
rte

r th
a
t w

h
ile

 a
ll 

ag
en

cy
 em

p
lo

y
ees are fin

g
er-

p
rin

ted
 an

d
 th

e im
p

ressio
n

s 
sen

t to
 th

e F
.B

.I., in
 th

is in
-

stan
ce th

ey
 h

ad
 b

een
 "in

ad
-

vertently destroyed" in the bu-
reau

. 

T
h
e M

ary
lan

d
 S

tate P
o
lice, 

b
y
 its o

w
n
 a

d
m

issio
n
, h

a
d
 

m
ade no attem

pt to lift finger-
p
rin

ts fro
m

 th
e
 b

o
a
t; to

 th
e
 

best of its know
ledge, it added, 

n
o
n
e w

ere lifted
 fro

m
 P

ais-
ley

's ap
artm

en
t o

r o
ffice in

 
W

ash
in

g
to

n
, D

.C
. (It is n

o
t 

k
n
o
w

n
 w

h
eth

er th
e F

.B
.I. o

r 
the C

.I.A
. have done so.) H

ow
-

ev
er, th

e M
ary

lan
d
 S

tate P
o
-

lice said
, o

n
 O

ct. 1
9
 th

e F
.B

.I. 
cam

e u
p
 w

ith
 a set o

f p
rin

ts, 
w

h
ich

 h
ad

 b
een

 v
o
lu

n
tarily

 
g
iv

en
 to

 th
e b

u
reau

 b
y
 P

aisley
 

w
hen lie w

as 17 y
ears o

ld
; th

e 
fin

g
erp

rin
ts w

ere filed
 u

n
d
er 

th
e n

am
e o

f "Jack
 P

aisley
." 

N
o reason has been given as to 

w
h
y
 P

a
isle

y
, if th

a
t's w

h
o
 

"Ja
c
k
 P

a
isle

y
" w

a
s, w

o
u
ld

 
w

ish
 to

 v
o
lu

n
teer a set o

f h
is 

fin
g
erp

rin
ts. If in

d
eed

 P
ais-

le
y
's fin

g
e
rp

rin
ts w

e
re

 n
o
t 

lifted
 fro

m
 h

is b
o

at, o
ffice o

r 
ap

artm
en

t, it Is im
p
o
ssib

le to
 

d
eterm

in
e w

h
eth

er th
e "Jack

 
P

aisley
" 	

fin
g
erp

rin
ts 	

be- 
longed to John A

rthur P
aisley. 

F
iv

e d
ay

s after th
e au

to
p
sy

, 
a dentist w

ho had treated P
ais-

ley w
as reported to have iden-

tifie
d

 a
s h

is w
o

rk
 a

n
 u

p
p

e
r 

plate rem
oved from

 the body's 
m

outh. T
he dentist has refused 

to discuss his findings w
ith re-

p
o
rters. 
It a

p
p
e
a
rs th

a
t T

e
rre

n
c
e
 

O
'G

rad
y
, an

 atto
rn

ey
 fo

r M
rs. 

P
aisley

, d
id

 n
o
t receiv

e th
e 

sig
n
ed

 d
eath

 certificate u
n
til 

O
ct. 2

0
, 1

8
 d

ay
s after its issu

-
ance. 

T
h
e b

o
d
y
 id

en
tified

 as P
ais-

ley
's w

as crem
ated

 a few
 d

ay
s 

fo
llo

w
in

g
 th

e
 a

u
to

p
sy

 a
t a

 
funeral hom

e in suburban V
ir-

g
in

ia
, a

p
p
a
re

n
tly

 o
n
 M

rs. 
P

aisley
's in

stru
ctio

n
s. B

u
t th

e 
h
an

d
s w

ere first sev
ered

 (it is 
n
o
t k

n
o
w

n
 w

h
o
 h

ad
 o

rd
ered

 
th

is), an
d
 sen

t to
 th

e F
.B

.I. 
S

p
o
k
esm

en
 fo

r F
ed

eral ag
en

-
cies h

av
e refu

sed
 to

 d
iscu

ss 
th

e reaso
n

s fo
r th

is u
n

u
su

al 
p
ro

ced
u
re, seem

in
g
ly

 u
n
n
ec-

essary
 if th

e b
o
d
y
 h

ad
 b

een
 

p
o
sitiv

ely
 id

en
tified

. T
o
 d

ate, 
the F

.B
.I. has not disclosed the 

d
isp

o
sitio

n
 o

f th
e
 se

v
e
re

d
 

hands. 
A

lso puzzling are the details 
of P

aisley's dem
ise. T

he bullet 
th

a
t k

ille
d
 h

im
 e

n
te

re
d
 h

is 
h
ead

 b
eh

in
d
 h

is left car, a b
i-

zarre fo
rm

 o
f su

icid
e, if su

i- 
(C

o
n
tin

u
ed

 on P
a
g
e 6

0
)  

c
ite

 it w
a
s. A

lso
, P

a
isle

y
's 

body w
as w

eighted w
ith diving 

belts w
eighing 38 pounds. W

as 
'th

is an
 attem

p
t to

 co
n
ceal th

e 
fa

c
t o

f su
ic

id
e
?
 P

a
isle

y
's 

fam
ily

 atto
rn

ey
s say

 th
at p

ay
-

m
en

ts o
n
 h

is tw
o
 in

su
ran

ce 
policies w

ould have been m
ade 

ev
en

 if th
ere h

ad
 b

een
 a fin

d
-

in
g
 o

f su
icid

e. In
 n

ew
sp

ap
er 

in
terv

iew
s, P

aisley
's p

sy
ch

ia-
trist a

n
d
 a

 w
o
m

a
n
 frie

n
d
 

w
h
o
m

 h
e saw

 o
ften

 b
efo

re h
is 

d
isa

p
p
e
a
ra

n
c
e
 sa

id
 th

a
t h

e
 

h
ad

 g
iv

en
 n

o
 "clu

es" o
f co

n
-

tem
p
latin

g
 su

icid
e, alth

o
u
g
h
 

th
ey

 say
 h

e m
ay

 h
av

e u
n
d
er-

g
o
n
e
 a

n
 "e

m
o
tio

n
a
l c

risis" 
that S

eptem
ber w

eekend. 

W
h
o
, th

en
, w

as Jo
h
n
 A

rth
u
r 

P
a
isle

y
?
 C

.I.A
. sp

o
k
e
sm

e
n
 

w
ere w

illin
g
 to

 say
 o

n
ly

 th
at 

P
a
isle

y
 h

a
d
 w

o
rk

e
d
 fo

r th
e
 

agency from
 1953 until his for-

m
al retirem

ent in A
ugust 1979, 

an
d
 th

at h
e h

ad
 reach

ed
 th

e 
p
o
st o

f d
ep

u
ty

 ch
ief o

f th
e O

f-
fic

e
 o

f S
tra

te
g
ic

 R
e
se

a
rc

h
, 

w
h

ich
 Is p

art o
f th

e D
irecto

r-
ate o

f In
tellig

en
ce (D

.D
.1

.). 
T

h
is is th

e an
aly

sis sid
e o

f th
e 

C
.I.A

., th
e so

-called
 "w

h
ite 

sid
e
," a

s d
istin

c
t fro

m
 th

e
 

"b
la

c
k
 sid

e
," th

e
 re

a
lm

 o
f 

clan
d
estin

e o
p
erato

rs o
f th

e 
D

ire
c
to

ra
te

 o
f O

p
e
ra

tio
n
s 

(D
.D

.O
.). S

pokesm
en at C

.I.A
. 

h
ead

q
u
arters in

 L
an

g
ley

 in
-

sisted
 th

at P
aisley

 n
ev

er h
ad

 
links w

ith the clandestine side. 
T

his is one of m
any im

preci-
sio

n
s su

rro
u
n
d
in

g
 th

e C
.I.A

.'s 
ch

aracterizatio
n
 o

f P
aisley

's 
h
ig

h
ly

 co
v
ert activ

ities. F
ro

m
 

a
 v

a
rie

ty
 o

f in
te

llig
e
n
c
e
 

so
u
rces, it ap

p
ears th

at P
ais-

ley
's co

v
ert activ

ities b
eg

an
 

som
e years before he officially 

signed up w
ith th

e C
.I.A

. 
In

 1
9
9
8
, at th

e ag
e o

f 2
5
, h

e 
w

en
t to

 P
alestin

e as a rad
io

 
o

p
erato

r w
ith

 th
e U

n
ited

 N
a-

tio
n
s p

eacem
ak

in
g
 m

issio
n
, 

h
ead

ed
 b

y
 S

w
ed

en
's C

o
u
n
t 

B
e
rn

a
d
o
tte

, w
h
o
, sh

o
rtly

 



C
y. It w

as a form
idable group, 

an
d

 Jo
h

n
 A

rth
u

r P
aisley

 w
as 

d
esig

n
ated

 as th
e co

o
rd

in
ato

r 
o

f "T
eam

 B
." 

P
a
isle

y
 h

a
d
 a

lre
a
d
y
 b

e
e
n
 

serv
in

g
 as a co

n
su

ltan
t o

n
 th

e 
M

ilitary
 E

co
n

o
m

ic A
d

v
iso

ry
 

P
an

el, a g
ro

u
p
 o

f o
u
tsid

e sp
e-

cialists ad
v
isin

g
 th

e C
.I.A

. o
n
 

S
o

v
iet m

ilitary
 ex

p
en

d
itu

res, 
b

u
t h

is assig
n

m
en

t to
 "T

eam
 

B
" p

laced
 h

im
 in

 an
 ex

ceed
-

in
g

ly
 cru

cial p
o

sitio
n

. It g
av

e 
him

 access to the highest clas-
sified

 m
aterials o

n
 th

e S
o
v
iet 

U
n
io

n
 in

 th
e
 p

o
sse

ssio
n
 o

f 
U

n
ited

 S
tates in

tellig
en

ce -
p
erh

ap
s m

o
re access th

an
 h,  

had w
hile w

orking full tim
e fo. 

the C
.I.A

. 
A

s o
n
e o

f th
e g

ro
u
p
's m

em
. 

b
ers recalled

 recen
tly

, P
aisley

 
w

as the m
an w

ho provided the 
te

a
m

 w
ith

 to
p
-se

c
re

t d
o
c
u
-

m
ents. S

om
etim

es, because of 
th

e sp
ecial sen

sitiv
ity

 o
f th

e 
d
o
cu

m
en

ts, h
e b

ro
u
g
h
t "T

eam
 

B
" ex

p
erts to

 L
an

g
ley

 to
 ex

-
am

in
e th

e p
ap

ers th
ere. 

A
 C

.I.A
. spokesm

an has con-
firm

ed
 P

aisley
's assig

n
m

en
t 

to
 "T

eam
 1

3
," a fact th

at h
ad

 
not heretofore been m

ade pub-
lic, an

d
 ack

n
o
w

led
g
ed

 u
n
d
er 

q
u
estio

n
in

g
 b

y
 th

is rep
o
rter 

th
at, co

n
trary

 to
 earlier asser-

tio
n

s, P
aisley

's access to
 clas-

sifie
d

 in
fo

rm
a
tio

n
 h

a
d

 n
o

t 
e
n
d
e
d
 w

ith
 h

is 1
9
7
4
 re

tire
-

m
en

t. 
T

h
e
 C

.I.A
. sp

o
k
e
sm

a
n
 

d
en

ied
, h

o
w

ev
er, th

at th
ere 

w
ere classified

 "T
eam

 B
" m

a-
te

ria
ls a

m
o

n
g

 d
o

c
u

m
e
n

ts 
fo

u
n

d
 ab

o
ard

 P
aisley

's slo
o

p
 

and at his dow
ntow

n W
ashing-

to
n

 o
ffice (sin

ce 1
9
7
7

, h
e h

ad
 

w
orked for a nationally know

n  

firm
 o

f p
u

b
lic acco

u
n

t-
an

ts) an
d
 h

is ap
artm

en
t 

after h
is d

isap
p
earan

ce. 
T

his is in conflict w
ith re-

p
o
rts fro

m
 reliab

le in
tel-

ligence - com
m

unity 
so

u
rc

e
s. A

c
c
o
rd

in
g
 to

 
th

e
m

, P
a
isle

y
 h

a
d
 still 

b
een

 w
o

rk
in

g
 o

n
 a rep

o
rt 

o
n
 th

e
 "T

e
a
m

 B
" e

x
e
r-

c
ise

. T
h
e
 re

p
o
rt su

p
-

p
o

sed
ly

 co
n

cern
ed

 leak
s 

to
 th

e
 p

re
ss in

 Ja
n

u
a
ry

 
1
9
7
7
 o

n
 th

e co
n
clu

sio
n
s 

re
a
c
h
e
d
 b

y
 "T

e
a
m

 B
," 

so
m

eth
in

g
 o

f a W
ash

in
g
-

to
n
 scan

d
al at th

e tim
e, 

sin
ce th

e leak
ed

 v
ersio

n
 

purported to show
 that the 

outside panel took a m
uch 

m
o
re serio

u
s v

iew
 o

f th
e 

S
o

v
iet strateg

ic p
o

ten
tial 

th
a
n
 th

e
 C

.I.A
. A

g
a
in

, 
th

ere is n
o
 ex

p
lan

atio
n

 as 
to w

hat P
aisley w

as doing 
w

ith
 th

is m
aterial In

 S
ep

-
tem

ber 1978. 
B

ut there is still another 
m

y
stery

. 	
Intelligence 

so
u

rces say
 th

at P
aisley

's 
sloop w

as equipped w
ith a 

"
b

u
rst tra

n
sc

e
iv

e
r,"

 a
 

rad
io

 d
ev

ice d
esig

n
ed

 to
 

tran
sm

it an
d

 receiv
e ten

s 
o
f th

o
u
san

d
s o

f w
o
rd

s o
r 

sig
n
a
ls a

 m
in

u
te

 o
n
 a

 
p

reset freq
u

en
cy

. B
u

rst 
tra

n
sc

e
iv

e
rs a

re
, in

 e
f-

fect, scram
b
lers fo

r to
p
-

se
c
re

t c
o

m
m

u
n
ic

a
tio

n
, 

n
o
rm

a
lly

 u
se

d
 b

y
 th

e
 

C
.I.A

. an
d
 th

e N
atio

n
al 

S
ecurity A

gency, w
hich is 

in
 ch

arg
e o

f classified
 in

-
te

llig
e
n
c
e
 c

o
m

m
u
n
ic

a
-

tions for the U
nited S

tates 
G

overnm
ent. T

hey can re-
ceive and decode, through 
ta

p
e
 tra

n
sc

rip
ts, tra

n
s-

m
issio

n
s fro

m
 su

rv
e
il-

lan
ce satellites. 

C
.I.A

. sp
o
k
esm

en
, ad

-
m

ittin
g
 th

a
t th

e
 slo

o
p
 

B
rillig

 carried
 "so

p
h

isti-
cated

" rad
io

 eq
u
ip

m
en

t, 
h

a
v

e
 d

e
n

ie
d

 th
a
t th

e
 

e
q
u
ip

m
e
n
t h

a
d
 b

e
e
n
 

issu
e
d

 b
y

 th
e
 a

g
e
n

c
y

. 
B

u
rst tran

sceiv
ers, h

o
w

-
e
v

e
r, a

re
 n

o
t a

v
a
ila

b
le

 
co

m
m

ercially
. (O

n
e can

-
not rule out the possibility 
th

at th
e eq

u
ip

m
en

t w
as 

su
p

p
lied

 b
y

 th
e N

atio
n

al 
S

ecu
rity

 A
g
en

cy
.) It ap

-
p
ears th

at th
e tran

sceiv
-

er, alo
n
g
 w

ith
 o

th
er co

m
-

m
u

n
ic

a
tio

n
s g

e
a
r, h

a
s 

b
een

 rem
o
v
ed

 fro
m

 th
e 

sloop by M
rs. P

aisley and 
tak

en
 to

 h
er h

o
m

e. T
h

e 
eq

u
ip

m
en

t rem
ain

s u
n
-

claim
ed

. 

W
hat, then, actually did 

h
ap

p
en

 to
 P

aisley
 o

n
 th

e 
n
ig

h
t o

f S
e
p
t. 2

3
?
 A

l-
th

o
u
g
h
 su

icid
e can

n
o
t b

e 
w

h
o
lly

 ru
led

 o
u
t, m

o
tiv

a-
tio

n
al clu

es are m
issin

g
. 

P
a
is

le
y
 w

a
s
 in

 g
o
o
d
 

h
ealth

, an
d
 h

is fam
ily

 at-
to

rn
e
y
s firm

ly
 d

e
n
y
 h

e
 

faced
 fin

an
cial p

ro
b
lem

s. 
lie

 h
a
d

 a
n

 in
c
o

m
e
 w

e
ll 

o
v

e
r $

5
0

,0
0

0
 a

n
n

u
a
lly

, 
from

 his G
overnm

ent pen-
sio

n
, C

.I.A
. c

o
n
su

ltin
g
 

fees an
d
 h

is acco
u
n
tan

cy
 

job. H
e and his w

ife w
ere 

m
ak

in
g

 effo
rts to

 m
en

d
 

th
e
ir m

a
rria

g
e
. P

a
isle

y
 

w
as close to his tw

o grow
n 

ch
ild

ren
. 

If su
icid

e it w
as, w

h
y
 

d
id

 P
a
isle

y
 a

tte
m

p
t to

 
p

rev
en

t th
e d

isco
v

ery
 o

f 
th

e b
o

d
y

 b
y

 w
earin

g
 th

e 
d

iv
er's b

elts? C
o

u
ld

 P
ais-

ley have killed him
self be-

cau
se h

e h
ad

 b
een

 co
m

-
prom

ised by S
oviet intelli-

g
en

ce? 

If it w
as not suicide, w

ho 
pulled the trigger and w

hy 
w

ere th
ere liv

e sh
ells o

n
 

th
e b

o
at? T

h
ere h

as b
een

 
so

m
e sp

ecu
latio

n
 th

at if 
P

a
isle

y
 w

a
s m

u
rd

e
re

d
, 

w
h
o
ev

er k
illed

 h
im

 cap
-

tu
red

 h
im

 o
n

 th
e B

rillig
, 

and m
oved him

 to another 
craft-  fo

r th
e
 e

x
e
c
u
tio

n
. 

S
om

e intelligence experts 
sa

y
 th

a
t P

a
isle

y
's p

ro
-

fo
u

n
d

 k
n

o
w

led
g

e o
f th

e 
C

.I.A
.'s m

eth
o
d
s o

f ac-
quiring and evaluating se-
c
re

t d
a
ta

 o
n

 S
o

v
ie

t n
u

-
clear fo

rces co
u
ld

 m
ak

e 
h
im

 an
 in

v
itin

g
 targ

et fo
r 

th
e K

.G
.B

. B
u
t ag

en
cy

 
p
eo

p
le d

o
u
b
t th

is. It is an
 

u
n
w

ritten
 co

d
e o

f b
eh

av
-

ior that the C
.I.A

. and the 
K

.G
.B

. d
o
 n

o
t m

u
rd

e
r 

each
 o

th
er's o

p
erativ

es -
except under the m

ost ex- 
trao

rd
in

ary
 	

circum
- 

stan
ces. N

u
m

ero
u

s in
ter-

v
iew

s w
ith

in
 th

e in
telli-

gence com
m

unity offer no 
su

g
g
estio

n
s as to

 w
h
y
 th

e 
K

.G
.B

. w
o
u
ld

 
be 

inter-
ested in P

aisley's death. 
T

h
e
re

 is, fin
a
lly

, th
is 

q
u
estio

n
: W

as it P
aisley

's 
body that w

as found float-
ing in C

hesapeake B
ay? 

In
 th

e
 e

n
d
 w

e
 d

o
 n

o
t 

k
n

o
w

, an
d

 w
e m

ay
 n

ev
er 

k
n
o
w

, w
h
at h

ap
p
en

ed
 to

 
Jo

h
n

 A
rth

u
r P

a
isle

y
. 

H
o

w
ev

er h
e m

et h
is fate, 

in
 so

m
e
 se

n
se

 h
e
 m

a
y
 

have been the latest casu-
alty

 o
f th

e g
reat in

telli-
g

en
ce w

ars th
at are in

v
is-

ibly w
aged around us. N

I 



T
he day P

aisley (above). a 55-year-olci C
.I.A

. analyst, disappeared, he w
ent sailing on his stoop, w

hich carried radio equipm
ent d

esig
n

ed
 fo

r top-secret transm
issions. 


