Bud via Jiny the Paisloy mattor and the Atddnta Joumnale 9/28/81
Constitution 9/20/81 Burstein story

For this andfortheﬂndﬂndebriﬂflng&ialm‘ﬂ!muldh&velmdexpeﬂiﬂemt
indieated in Burstein's story.

Indéviduals and parts of wnits of any organization have their own beliefs and
sttitudes and I have no doubtthat there were pro-Boviet people in 088, but not any
unit or policy was rroe=Soviet,

Theiﬁaamstokeeptmwmfmgwﬂnsmhmsst}nmofﬂm
Gestapo and Nati party, which disclesed memberships. Some of these were destroyed
rather than lef% for the Soviets.

The Nosenko=Bailsley friendship does interest me because of ny interest in Nosanlo
andtﬂmthammwdtnhimandwuritihppamdtohm.Ihnvanoapecﬁ.allmowledgebm:
theao—calledeasemm!loawhomhadmsuhctm and the slleged basis for
douhﬁng!ﬂ.mianmx-eﬁshant.lammﬁsﬂed ﬂmt‘:hemalmasmsmamhinaﬂon
ofparamiamdienrofthaommqwmeeofmtﬂosmﬂmmportedahutoswld'a

mmmmmmmmm.mamumwmtm'dmmmw
mtmmmmmmrmcmmmimt%mmﬂmamemm
Cnhadaninterestinf:bnca‘ungammm.

I an not suguesting that this figures in what happensd to “adsley and don't lmow,

Butalmguthmothermamlmattam. like the Shedbrin disappearance, it is
somevhat provocative,
Best,
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1;-1.& .. Ttyel Aftsnta Fourral AND CONSTITUTION &
Paisley

~ Investigators also discovered numerous discrepancies
in the identification of the body, discrepancies so marked
that, to this day, there are serious questions whether the
body was Paisley's and whether the cause of death was

murder, not suicide. :
**" Paisley’s disap and possible death rocked

FROM 1A |

pearance
- Washington in the fall of 1978. One CIA source remarked

at the time that “this thing is so big it toucnate ratifica-
tion of the SALT agreement had “‘a very great deal” to do-
with concerns that Paisley’s disappearance had somehow

- compromised US. satellite verification abilities — the

field in which Paisley was most expert.

“Three later, the demand for answers about |
Paisley has not abated. The mystery has grown only more
knotted and troublesome as a continuing tale of blood and
intrigue is associated with Paisley’s name:

® In mid-1980, the Nugan-Hand Merchant's Bank in
Ausralia collapsed with Francis J. Nugan having been

" found murdered earlier in the year and his American

partner, Jon Michael Hand, having disappeared. Scandal-
ous revelations poured out about the CIA’S use of the bank
to launder funds for international covert action. It was an
important enough institution for former CIA director Wil-
liam Colby to have been Nugan's personal lawyer in
America, and it has recently come to light that Paisley |
was: particularly pre-occupied with Nugan-Hand’s opera- \
tions in August and September, 1978, only days before his |
disappearance. He had y asked a former con- |
‘sultant to the bank to join him at Coopers and Lybrand, an |
accounting firm intimately involved in the CIA’s financial |
affairs where Paisley was employed after his formal re-
tirement as deputy director of the Office of Strategic
Research at the CIA in 1974. 4 ‘
® In April 1980, Ralph Madden, a defense intelligence |
3 who is believed to have known Paisley and was in-
ved in some of the same issues of electronic

sniper as she sat at her desk, typing in her home. Yasko-
ch, whose Russian was even better than Paisley’s nearly
flawless fluency, had often worked with him, especially in
translations of critical documents relating to Soviet defec- |

- '@ Throughout 1980,

=4

g geports of Paisley sightings In the Unit

B B S

7

$aid Ne nas nut Deen @ole [0 VenIy tem. -
As the third anniversary of Paisley’s. disapperance

¥

nears, it is time to review what is known about the case. |
‘and entertain some new thoughts on what might have

Peisley: Theman. ..

work with'the Office of Strategic

: ’;‘Johﬁ AHhurPauley ﬂrstgot i;ivolvéd'_in mmteiﬁ%%ce :
< tha T Ay
, at the age of 22. Under merchant marine

cover, he spent two years in the frozen Russian port of -

Murfnansk. Later postings took him to the Mideast at the -

}um&gme as James Angleton, who would later become
53
ur: ’,lleglng.the existence of a “mole” within the CIA.

A technical innovator, Paisley played a pivotal role in
§ A : 4

's chief of counterintelligence, and thecendﬁz} !_lg-_ .

‘

the development of every U.S. reconaissance from

the U-2 spy plane to the $40 billion KH-11 satellite system
capable of reading the license plates on Brezhnev's Mer-
cedes. He helped write the operational manual for the
KH-11, numerous copies of which were later found to have
fallen into Russian hands long before William Kampiles, a
Eoun_gCIAcluk. was convicted of selling a copy to the

Paisley advised development of SR-71 Blackbird spy
planes deployed from Iranian bases to scan large portions
of the Soviet Union. He repeatedly met with agency direc-
tor Turner in September, 1978, to express concern that the
U.S. outposts in Iran might fall into the hands of the then-
ik they G e e B o e Khomell

ey did not long i
collapse of the shah’s regime. 4 v et

Although he had formally retired from the CIA, he
was often called in for consultation work after 1974 In
fact, when then-director George Bush set up a panel of
outside experts in 1975 to make an analysis of Soviet mili-
msfength independent from the ones made by CIA spe-

everyyar.!’alsle;medastheCIAllahontothe .

_outside group, known as “Team B.”

The contradictory reports. issed by Team A — the
CIAtem-gndTeachameonthl?heelaotamjor
power struggle between the Angleton and Colby factions
of the CIA, and generated considerable coniroversy be- |
cause it appeared that the Team A professionals had con- ,
sistently understated Soviet capabilities and because the
very existence of the highly classified Team B, as well as
its uﬁ_rt. was leaked to the press, :

haps noth%else 8o imbedded Paisley in the
deepest layer of secrecy as his work with Soviet
defectors, especially his debriefing of Yuri Nosenko, a
high-ranking KGB officer. Paisley reportedly had more
personal contact with Nosenko than anyone else in the
CIA. Nosenko himself stands at the centér of the CIA’s in-
ternecine war, with Angleton and former director Richard
Helms charging that Nosénko was not a real defector but
a double agent. Helms’ successor, Colby, defended
Nosenko and brought him intb the CIA’s inner sanctum,

! Angleton and other doub t :
gurgmg ther doubters at about the time of

s refirement. ’ FOL :
- Paisley also took part in the debriefing of Nicholas

- Shadrin, a Soviet naval commander who defected in 1959
‘and disappeared in Europe in 1975. There was also. evi-
-dence reportedly found in Paisley’s apartment suggesting’
he also worked on the case of Arkady N. Shevchenko

top Soviet diplomat at the United Nations who defected to |
the US. in April 1978. . -~ P m
Pgisley;’g_ mndip_g‘inthe intelligence community is
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. bay

chusetts Avenue in an apartment building

most demonstrapie oy we aocuments and espionage gear
“in his possession when he disappeared: a burst-transceiver
,radio system capable of patching into the central Langley
cowten and -transmitting - or decoding some 10,000
“words of information ‘per minute, agency address books,
and, reportedly, his final draft of a blockbusting report on
the Team A-Team B.conflict, examining why Team A had
mwﬁmated Soviet strength and why Team B had
In short, as one highly placed intelligence source told
investigators at the time, “Paisley was never not involved
in'something big.” : PR L

b w -‘ ot

Paisley: The body

Was the body fished out of the Chesapeake really
John Paisley? That is was four inches shorter and 26
younds lighter than Paisley is presumably explicable by
the effects of a week’s waterlogging on a human body, al-
though Dr. Russell Fisher, the Maryland state medical
examiner, who identified Paisley for some unknown rea-
son “corrected” his entry of 57" to 5'11" seven weeks
after the cremation of the body. Why the body discovered
was wearing size 30 shorts when Paisley wore size 34, has |
yet to be addressed by those who say it was him. ‘

The blunt fact is that no one who knew Paisley well
saw the body before it was cremated at a CIA-approved
funeral home. Maryann Paisley was told by a CIA-pro-
vided lawyer that the body was so ghoulish as to be un-
viewable, a claim later disputed by the county coroner.
She also was told that Col. Willlam Norman Wilson, a '
friend of Paisley and the owner of the property where he
docked his boat in Lusby, Md., had identified the corpse. -
Wilson, who also works in the intelligence community,"
later reportedly said he never saw the body and in fact
had been told that Mrs. Paisley had identified it. ;

Fingerprinis were not obtainable, according to Dr.
Fisher, so he amputated a hand and sent it to an FBI lab
for deeper-level skin prints. Remarkably, the CIA first
said it had no record of Paisley’s prints, having destroyed
them “accidentally” a few years earlier during house-
m Later a pre-World War II set would turn up at
" Whoever the dead man was, did he meet hig fate
his own hand or another’s? : hi& 9

Lawyer Fensterwald has an interesting '
image of what Paisley would have had to do to take his
own life: “Jumping off a boat with a gun in hand, pulling
::sdngu while in the water, is a weird way to commit

. p

Fensterwald conjures up that image because experts

say Paisley would have had to shoot ﬁ‘&eﬂ while jump-

‘ing from the railing in order to avoid having left any

bloodstains or brain tissue on the boat itself. This becomes
still harder to imagine when one considers that the body.
was found with 38 pounds of diving weights strapped to it.
Other nagging questions persist: e
® About the proximity of Paisley's navigational |
course to both a CIA safe house at Hooper’s Island and a
reputed Soviet communications compound further up the

o About'why Paisley chose to live at 1500 Massa-
permeated with
Soviet embassy personnel, including four known KGB offi-
cers on his floor. 2 :

portantly, questions remain as to the
m,mwmhmdmmymmwﬂtm-
body was Paisley’s, that it was a suicide, and that its per-
sonnel were not to cooperate with any inquiries into the

‘matter
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Paisely: The theories

There are two courses of speculation CIA-watcherQ

‘have developed about what might have happened in the

Paisley case. One is that he was the “mole” and was
about to be discovered, so he killed himself or thc KGB..
removed him to avoid embarrassment. Or he may have = -

‘been working to uncover a mole and the mole, feeling .. -

threatened, acted first. 5

The talk of moles should not be taken lightly. It has" >
now been well-established that Cleveland Cram, former..~
CIA station chief in Ottawa, was called out of retirment in ™"
1978 to investigate whether the CIA had been turned “in-
side out” by a Soviet mole’ or moles. Particularly worri- :{
some were the enormous breaches of intelligence such as_. .
the loss of the KH-11 satellite manuals. Cram, specifically,. %
chartered to léave no stone unturned and look at the high- -, 3
est levels including Angleton, Helms, Colby and Bush, .-
apparently never proved the existence of a mole. But
speculation still runs rampant in the CIA that Moscow ..
has, indeed, been successful in penetrating top levels of ",
the CIA. . : 0

One of the problems with mole-hunting is that in the....s
er espionage it is hard to dis~-

a deeply buried mole from a brilliant agent doing "=
his job. Virtually everything in Paisley's career is'open to
either interpretation: o .

He seemed to be Nosenko's best friend, yet he also~
seemed to be his chief doubter, He was once accused by
the Colby forces of leaking information during SALT ne-
gotiations, yet he later assisted the Nixon plumbers in a

roject specifically designed to plug leaks. He was retired

rom the CIA, yet he had access to its director, its agents
and its communication facilities. In his work with Team

B, most of his associates have described him as sharing
the group's more “hardline” analysis of Soviet potential,

t former Defense Intelligence chief Daniel Graham, a
eam B member, has decried Paisley as a “weepy

liberal” overly concerned with disarmament. - - .

Finally, there was nothing in his record to indicate
ideological sympathies with the Soviet, Union, yet little is -
known about what he actually did in Murmansk for two
yeatr; during the heady post-war days of U.5.-Soviet coop-
eration.. . { L bl g :

If Paisley was a highly placed mole, it is not hard to

understand why he might have killed himself or been

killed by his bosses before his cover was blown. In that
case, the CIA coverup would have the rationale of reor-
ganizing the agency without making public how deeply it
had been penetrated. ) ! iy ‘

- Conversely, if Paisley’s involvement with the search-
for a mole was as hunter rather than as prey, then less
credence may be given to the notion that he took his own
life. ; i i T
All these various theories make some sense if, indeed, .
it was Paisley’s body that was fished out of the bay on -
‘October 1, 1978. But what if the body was not Paisley's?

In that case, he could well be alive somewhere, either liv-
ing quietly in Moscow or else hiding out from: people he
believes want him dead. \

.. Whatever the truth of this extremely complex case,
three basic questions can be asked about the official
line that Paisley, overcome with the ennui of reaching 55 '
or with bitterness about his separation from his wife, de- ..
cided to plunge forever into the sea he loved so much: ~ =** 7

e Why did the CIA, FBI and Senate "all conduct




SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 20, 1981,..,.

Eingtl:u}r ;nd top-secret lnqumu into one mans despan‘
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 ® Why, three years after Paisley’s dlaappearanc

must the three major reports on the affair remain totall i e

mt? L 'y vun

T mial

® Why do people connected with Jolm Paisleyln one” “~
way or anpther keep dyingr
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