Is Senate Panel Under Sur'vezllance.
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- Washington Post Staff Wrtter [
The | Senlte’s senior ' :lntel.ligence
_overseer mystified his colleagues at’a
“White House leadership breakfast
Tuesday morning with a cryptic-state-

% ment leaving the strong impression

" that members of the Senate Intelli-
~“gence Committea a{e being spied.
upon.

Sen. Daniel !L“Inuuare (D-Hawaii)

mcordlpg to at least five persons who

e

were present appeared ‘to hint to_.
President Carter and the House-Sen-
ate leaders that members of the Intel- .
ligence Committee had been placed

under surveillance, but he did not say
';vho ordered it or who was conducting
R

One member who' was present sald
Tnouye’s remarks implied that the pur-
pose of the surveillance was to deter-
mine whether committee members
were the source of leaks to the press

on Central Intel]lgence Agency pay-_
ments to foreign rulers. " o 2|

However, both President Carter and
the Intelligence Committee, in state-
ments to The Washington Post, de*
nied that members of the committee
or staffers have been placed under
FBI or CIA surveillance.

‘Presidential press secretary Jody
Powell quoted the President as saying
that he didn't think Inouye had said
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“anything so ridiculous.” Powell
pointed out that Inouye lacks author-

ity to order surveillance of anyone,-

and sald President Carter hasn't done
it,

Powell also added that Vice Presi-

dent Mondale had checked with the
FBI and the CIA and both had said
nothing of the sort is going on or will
go on. But if they turn up something
in their normal work indicating that a
foreign intelligence agent is
“targeting” a committee member or
staffer, they will notify that person.
' The Senate Intelllgence Committee,
and later Inouye himself, issued a
flat denial that Inouye had ever asked
that members or staff of the commit-
tee be placed under surveillance by
U.S. intelligence agencles.

“I have never made such a request,”
Inouye said, “and no one has been
placed under surveillance.” He sald
his comments earlier at the White
House had been misinterpreted.

Inouye said what he had requested
was that the U.S. intelligence commu-
nity “keep its eyes and ears open and
learn of activities indleating we are
being targeted” by foreign intelli-
gence agents. “According to the FBI,
there has been no attempt to inflil-
trate this committee,” he added.

Sen. Gary Hart (D-Colo.), a member
of the Intelligence Committee, said he
understood Inouye to have meant that
"he wanted to be sure there was no for-
eign intelligence penetration of the
Seante body. “As I understand it he
meant we should have a counterintel-
ligence defensive surveillance capabil-
ity,” explained Hart. '

The Colorado Democrat said he was
unaware of any breach of committee
security by foreign agencies or any
security. by foreing agnecies or any
other reason for Inouye's annourice-
ment, The leadership mnjeeting at
which Inouye made the remark occur-
red four days after news reports of
CIA payments to King Hussein of Jor-
dan. Carter is understood to have
been critical during the meeting of
the news leaks on Hussein and subsid-
ies to other foreign leaders.

Another source close to the commi-
ttee said all Inouye had meant was
that when a foreign agent, who is be-
ing watched by U.S, security people,
happens to talk to asenator or staffer

SEN. DANIEL K. INOUYE
. .. remark puzzles colleagues

on the Intelligence Committee, the
committee leadhership is apprised of
that so that it will be aware of possi-
ble attempts to peneiltrate the commit-
tee, -

The interpretation given' by . the
comittee statement and ‘by Sen.
Hart™ was sharply different from
impression left by Inouye on twe
White House staff members. and at
least five House or Senate leaders at
the Tuesday morning White Houst
breakfast.

One source said flatly that Inouye
had told the group that some mem-
bers of the committee were under sur-
veillance. A second said that the
“surveillance” — the exact word used
by Inouye — was without the
knowledge of members of the commit
tee, while a third said he got the Im-
pression that the members had asked
for it voluntarily.

One member of the committee, how-
ever, who asked not to be identified,
said the full committee had never. dis-
cussed whether it wished to be placed
under surveillance and there was cer-
tainly no voluntary acceptance of it —
if it had occurred — by the commiﬁtea
as a body. o !




