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Autopsy belies CIA version of researcher’s ’53 death

THE WASHINGTON POST

Washington — Preliminary results of a
forensic examination ap to contradict
government assertions that germ-warfare
researcher Frank R. Olson, who died in
1953 after unwittingly taking LSD in a
CIA experiment, jumped to his death
from a Manhattan hotel.

Multiple fractures to Olson’s skull did
not appear consistent with a 13-story fall,
according to James E. Starrs, a George
Washington University professor of law
and forensic science, who was asked by
Olson’s family to examine his body.

Starrs, who examined Olson’s remains

after they were exhumed in June in Fred-
erick, Md., said injuries to the skull and
other parts of Olson’s body suggested that
his death was not the simple suicide the
government has portrayed for 40 years.

Starrs’ early findings add to the Olson
family's d Id suspicion that Olson
was slain. Family members believe Olson,
one of the nation's top germ-warfare re-
searchers, was WE&.“_ because” LSD rnn_
unknowingly took made him erratic an
irrational and a threat to reveal classified
information, )

The CIA has denied any foul play in
Olson's death, which occurred while a

CIA agent was in the room. At the time,
the agent told police he awakened to a
loud noise and discovered the hotel win-
dow smashed and Olson lying on the side-
walk below. ’ :

CIA spokesman David Christian said
Monday that he was unaware of Starrs’
team's findings and could not comment.
He said the death had been investigated
thoroughly and no evidence of homicide
ever had been discovered.

In 1975, the family learned that Olson

was an unknowing participant in a secret B

Please see OLSON on Page A50
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OLSON from Page A47

CIA program to study the possible uses of LSD and
other drugs for intelligence or military purposes.
Nine days before Olson’s death on Nov. 28, 1953, a
CIAmhutd:ppadIﬂDmtoOlmnnaﬁar—&mer
dnnk.ThanormnllyehmﬁalO}aonbmmedsprened

and began behaving erratically.
PmdtheraldFmdlnntedOhmsfamlytothe
White House in 1975 to personally , and the

apologize,
government paid the family $750,000 to settle its
claim in his death,

ﬁineonsimtwiththeukuﬂﬂ'm

Stammdhewmﬂdconductﬁu‘thartmuunmwn 8
gkull to determine how the damage was caused.
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