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U
.S. Blocks R

eturn of C
ontroversial N

oriega W
itness 

B
y M

ichael Isikoff 
W

ashington Poet Staff W
riter 

M
IA

M
I, Sept. 3—

T
he Justice D

e-
partm

ent is blocking return to the 
U

nited States of B
oris O

larte, a con-
troversial w

itness in the case of P
an-

am
a's M

anuel A
ntonio N

oriega, be-
cause of new

found discrepancies in 
O

larte's testim
ony that officials said 

could dam
age the prosecution, ac-

cording to know
ledgeable sources. 

T
h

e latest tw
ist in

 th
e story of 

the convicted drug sm
uggler casts 

n
ew

 ligh
t on

 a seem
in

gly in
exp

ic-
able m

ishap that plagued the N
o-

riega case this sum
m

er. 
It also raises questions about the 

1988 in
d

ictm
en

t of N
oriega th

at 
w

as based in part on grand jury tes-
tim

ony by O
larte that he had passed 

to the form
er P

anam
anian dictator 

$4 m
illion in bribes from

 the M
e-

dellin drug cartel in the spring of 
1984. 

O
larte, w

h
o cou

rt p
ap

ers sh
ow

 
has received $199,000 in inform

ant 
fees from

 the governm
ent, w

as to  

be one of the Justice D
epartm

ent's 
star w

itn
esses in

 N
oriega's trial 

that starts this w
eek. 

B
u

t last m
on

th
, D

ru
g E

n
force-

m
ent A

dm
inistration officials w

ere 
flabbergasted to learn that O

larte 
had left the country and returned to 
his native C

olom
bia after' the C

us-
tom

s S
ervice recru

ited
 h

im
 to go 

there as an U
ndercover inform

ant. 
W

h
en

 O
larte in

d
icated

 th
at h

e 
w

as not planning to return, govern-
m

en
t sou

rces told
 rep

orters th
at 

th
e C

u
sto

m
s S

erv
ice a

ctio
n

—
blam

ed on a overly
,  zealous "rogue 

agent"—
could underm

ine the effort 
to prove the payoffs to N

oriega. 
L

aw
yers close to th

e case sp
ec-

u
lated

 w
h

eth
er recru

itm
en

t of 
O

larte w
as secretly the w

ork of the 
C

entral Intelligence A
gency or oth-

er agencies w
ho purportedly do not 

w
ant the N

oriega case to proceed. 
B

u
t th

is w
eek

, reliab
le sou

rces 
gave an

 u
p

d
ated

 accou
n

t, sayin
g 

O
larte sign

aled
 w

illin
gn

ess to re-
turn and tw

o w
eeks ago, officials at 

th
e T

reasu
ry D

ep
artm

en
t, w

h
ich

  

oversees the C
ustom

s Service, ar-
ranged for an airplane to fly to C

ol-
om

bia to get him
. 

B
ut the flight fell through w

hen
,  

th
e U

.S
. a

tto
rn

ey
's o

ffice h
ere 

threatened to prosecute O
larte on a 

relatively m
inor charge of m

aking 
false statem

ents to the Im
m

igration 
and N

aturalization Service about 
th

e p
u

rp
oses of b

in
 d

ep
artu

re in
 

July. 
Sources close to the case said the 

prosecutors' stance related to new
 

questions about O
larte's credibility. 

F
or exam

p
le, O

larte h
ad

 told
 th

e 
original N

oriega grand jury that he 
an

d
 an

oth
er co-d

efen
d

an
t, A

m
et 

P
aredes, m

et N
oriega in early 1984 

to d
iscu

ss sale of 500 d
ru

m
s of 

ether and acetone—
chem

icals used 
in

 p
rod

u
ction

 of cocain
e—

to th
e 

M
edellin cartel. 
T

his m
eeting is one of the overt 

acts cited
 in

 th
e N

oriega in
d

ict-
m

ent. 
B

u
t P

ared
es, w

h
o earlier th

is 
year pleaded guilty and agreed to 
testify at th

e N
oriega trial, h

as  

since told prosecutors that he never ,
 

 
attended such a m

eeting. In addi-
tion

, b
efore h

e left th
e cou

n
try, 

O
larte w

as show
n photographs of 

several figu
res in

 th
e case w

ith
 

w
h

om
 h

e claim
ed

 to h
ave m

et. 
Seeking to identify them

, "he picked 
the w

rong people," a know
ledgeable 

source said, adding, "H
e flubbed 

big tim
e." 

D
iane C

ossin, spokesw
om

an for 
the U

.S. attorney's office here, de-
clined to com

m
ent about O

larte. 
Q

uestions about O
larte's cred-; 

ibility illustrate problem
s facing the 

prosecution in a case greatly reliant 
on

 testim
on

y of con
victed

 d
ru

g 
sm

ugglers. 
In addition, form

er federal pros-. 
ecutor R

ichard G
regorie w

ho w
rote 

th
e N

oriega in
d

ictm
en

t, said
 h

is 
law

yers can argue that the govern-, 
m

en
t is coverin

g u
p

 w
itn

ess d
is-

crepancies by keeping O
larte out of 

the country. 
P

rosecutors, he said, "are creat-
in

g an
 issu

e th
at cou

ld
 h

ave th
e 

case throw
n out on appeal." 
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