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By omas 0O'Toole
and Charles R. Babcock
‘Whashington Post Stafl Writers

A former officer of the Central In-
telligence Agency who was arrested

last week for passing secrets to the
Sovlets is alleged to have sold them a
technical manual describing the “Big
Bird" photographic satellite that spies
on the Soviet Union from earth orbit.
" Intelligence sources said yesterday
-that the top-secret document was gone

for almost a year without being no-

ticed.. A CIA search for the manual
began only after FBI age.uta asked
whether 1twumlsa!.ng.
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] uni!omi and can plck out. the
m: automobiles, even read their
llm&platas. -
~~When onqtlme CIA man Wllltam .
"Kimpﬂea was arrested in Chicago Lut
-week:' federal .. government , sources
-salifi Kampiles had done the United:
“Stites “irreparable harm” in selling
~technicial material to the Suviet {In-
ﬁn-r”‘ yoek
e g ovemment sources last waek
mention that Kampiles had al-
v dealt away the details of Big"
» only that he had sold secrets of
i syatém known as KH-11.
gence’ sources said cgr;:terd’m;
& 11 was_the CIA name
%%ﬁol&ll which is the Big Bird
- phetographic reconnaissance satellite.
These sources said it is difficult, to,
muur&hnw much. the Soviet have
promed ‘from the manual describing
“Big:Bird. They cannot build such. a
satellite of their own from the man-
_qual, but'they may'be able to identify
mh:euenin the - satellite -and- pro--

«tect thelr secret installations accord-

Insly some experts suggested.
. “"One source said it would do the
fH’ulted States very little harm, since
. the sale of the manual did not give
the Soviets the ability to stop the sat-
ellites from taking pictures. -
“The Russians know this satellite
‘ has been in orbit taking pictures of
their country for some time,” the
source said. “Getting their hands on
the manual doesn't stop the satellite
md doesn't stop the pictures.”
- Senate Intelligence Committee

R R, i

.\._ ¥ P e oh &

Manual S 5
Det ed U.S. Spy Satellite

71 &.*ﬂ’lt

viets: G(')t:f-f"

The loss oﬁhe manunlhas ledto a =
wholesale review of CIA security pron i

. cedures, both by the'CIA and the Sen-~

ate Intelligence Committee, sources |
said. e Uil

The Big Bird is no. moretlm:s o
years. old. More than a dozen of the
12-ton units have been put into earth
orbit by the United States to take pic- '
tures of Soviet missile silos, subma- :
rine ‘bases, naval inshllatlonu, air-
fields and troop movements. - |

The photographs taken by Big Bird
are so precise that they can. distin-,
guish between civilians and people in

See SPY, A16, CoL. 1 !
{ = ? 2 P |

S SRS S

u’lﬁnhers asked pointed questions of

officials during a closed-door |

efing on the case last Friday, ac- ]
J_pr:dlng to sources. Members wanted tos

w how Kampiles, 23, a low-level

tch officer” who left the CIA affer’
gtqht months in 1977, allegedly’ cqiﬂde:;

“have walked off with a top-secret

“umment without it being noticed*{or-
~ nnrlya year, LA s
“</The CIA already has started an‘i<
ngal review of its security proce-;.]j
“dures because of the Kampiles case, . 4

: laurcu said yesterday. f

“ZThe son of Greek immigrants Kam- |
:jﬂ;[uwuarreatada few days after he I
“had allegedly told an FBI agent about

the secret satellite manual to a

Sgﬂet diplomat 1n Athens earlier thlu
yw; i . 3 Mg

gence sources said the FBI

“u‘géﬁme suspicious of Kampiles when

. ‘he:wrote a letter to a CIA colleague

_ saying he was in contact with aad had
“regeived money from the Soviets. He |
<allegedly volunteered {o spread

“*disinformation” to them. The refer-

“ence to money alerted federal of.h-
“cials, because it is a known Soviet in-'
“telligence technique never to pay any-
““ene without recelving docu.menta in
retllzn. sources said. ;
<’ Kampiles was questioned by an
axant from the FBI's. Washington
rleld otﬂce early last week, and ex-
ed finally how he had contacted
“the Soviets.on a trip to Athens in Feb-
rhary, according to sources.
2"At one meeting with the Soviets in |
“Athens, Kampiles allegedly turned
‘-over the cover page and an illustra-l{
'ﬁonoftheKHIlsatellite.A few days
<later he returned and gave the rest of
‘the' manual to a' security officer
mamed Michael, according to sources,

“In‘teturn, he accepted and nlgned a
,recalpt for the cash.
*TACIA secnrlty officer toId the FBI:
Mweek that a copy of the satellite
| n&nual assigned to the center where
' Kampiles worked was missing. Wt is
_not known whether other classified
documents also are misamg, sources |
,sa.id yesterday, L
Kunpiles is'a 1975 graduate of Indi; i
l -ana University. He worked at the CIA
#_‘nm March to November of last vear
“p~ata GS-T scale, paid less than $15-
ayear, '

"'41:,1 his capacity as “watch ofﬂur.

{ :hg;reeeived and relayed top-secret
messages. He also had access to the '
‘storage drawer where the manual was
lpelted. And one day, he told the FBI,
“according to sources, he put the ducu-
ment in the inner pocket of hiu sports
cnnt and took it home,

motlelildge;nce community offi-
ve yoic ears about proceed-
-ing with the“case because of the sensi-—
-tive satellite material, .involyed, there
tq,gm little doubt that the Justice De-*
pn-tment ‘'will ‘move to indict Kam-
piles, “We fully intend to go !orwa.rd oy
a spokesman sald yesterday, . ;.
\+:Sen. Malcolm Wallop' (‘R-Wyo ).
?;mber of the J.nttflaugence commit-
said yesterday that the allegations
hgaln.st Kampiles raise serious ques-
ons about CIA security. procedures. «
're forever telling us how.weak |
' Congress is.[in prof g secmts].
To‘my knowledge nothing: close fo
has come out of either house.”
faSou.rmclose to the CIA said they.
mere surprised that a watch officer
h#d access to a document-deseribing’
-what is generally regarded as the
. miost secret intelligence; satellite built
b:ttha United States, | i/ 5ilkis
“Normally, these documents are
hpt in a safe and are never kept any-
where near a watch  office,” one
‘lorr.ree sald, “The whole t.hi.ng smmds
llitﬂeﬂke.aloﬁpy‘secrw T R
“” The Big Bird satellite is a multibil-
‘Hon-dollar program managed jointly
~B¥ the Pentagon and the CIA. Thesat-,
,.ellites were launched from Callfor-
/nia’s Vandenberg Air Force Base into
‘& polar orbit that takes each of them
-over the same place on earth every

|I

: weeks,

= The Big Bird satellites are equipped
wﬂ'.h cameras that take photographs in
“black-and-white, color and infrared.
<THe cameras send their photos back.
ty'nlectmnlc means, then parachute
.capsules containing the exposed film
;down to earth. The plctures they take
‘hne been. described - by some who

: them as “remarkable.”

tgnmuluﬂun of these cameras is

one source said. “There's al-,
fio. way “you tan ' camouflage
“-things ot hlde things from these cam-
Teras”
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