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S
A

N
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R
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N
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C

O
, F

eb
. 20 —

 F
o

r tw
o

 
years after h

e fled
 to

 th
e U

n
ited

 S
tates 

In 1957, N
icholas M

. N
agy-Talavere says, 

h
e w

as a so
u

rce fo
r in

fo
rm

atio
n

 th
at tile 

C
en

tral In
tellig

en
ce A

g
en

cy relied
 o

n
 re-

p
e
a
te

d
ly

. • 
A

 refugee from
 the H

ungarian uprising, 
an

d
 b

efo
re th

at an
 in

m
ate in

 a S
ib

erian
 

p
riso

n
 an

d
 a su

rvivo
r o

f A
u

sch
w

itz. th
e 

y
o

u
n

g
 m

a
n

 w
o

n
 p

ra
is

e
 fo

r h
is

 In
itia

l 
w

o
rk fo

r th
e in

tellig
en

ce ag
en

cy. 
B

u
t after 1959, h

e says, n
o

t o
n

ly d
id

 
h

is
 re

la
tio

n
s

h
ip

 w
ith

 th
e

 a
g

e
n

c
y

 tu
rn

 
so

u
r, b

u
t h

is career an
d

 h
is p

eteo
n

al life 
w

ere also affected. 
H

is
 o

n
c

e
 c

o
rd

ia
l d

e
a

lin
g

s
 w

ith
 th

e
 

Federal B
ureau of Investigation, to w

hich 
h

e also
 h

ad
 p

ro
vid

ed
 in

fo
rm

atio
n

, d
ete-

rio
ra

te
d

 to
 th

e
 p

o
irh

t th
a

t tw
o

 a
g

e
n

ts
 

accused him
 of being a S

oviet spy. 
H

e
 w

a
s
 tu

rn
e
d

 d
o

w
n

 re
p

e
a
te

d
ly

 fo
r 

g
ran

ts an
d

 sch
o

larsh
ip

s fo
r o

verseas 
travel and research in his field of E

astern 
E

uropean history. H
e had trouble several 

tim
es w

hen, traveling on his ow
n m

oney, 
he asked U

nited S
tates em

bassy person-
nel for assistance. 

D
r. N

ag
y;T

alavera, w
h

o
 is n

o
w

 
a
 fu

ll 
p

ro
fesso

r at C
alifo

rn
ia S

tate U
n

iversity 

a
t C

h
ic

o
, w

a
s
 p

u
zzle

d
 fo

r y
e
a
tt a

b
o

u
t 

the G
overnm

ent's change of attitude until 
a frikel recen

tly su
g

g
ested

 th
at h

e ask 
fo

r . h
is ; C

.I.A
. files u

n
d

er th
e F

reed
o

m
 

o
f In

fo
rm

atio
n

 A
ce

;  
•••• T

h
e C

I.A
. h

aa'd
eclin

ed .  to
 d

iscu
ss th

e 
m

a
tte

r o
n

 th
e
 g

ro
u

n
d

 th
a
t D

r. N
a
g

y
-

T
alavera is in

 a d
isp

u
te w

ith
 th

e ag
en

cy 
o

ver so
m

e o
f th

e 
p

ap
ers. B

u
t h

e n
o

w
 

has 
	40 
 p

e
rc

e
n

t ,o
f th

e
 c

o
n

te
n

ts
 o

f 
h

is Jake, se says, an
d

 th
in

ks h
e kn

o
w

s 
w

hat caused the change, 
•• 

..B
o

rn
 In

 H
u

n
g

ary 	
• 

The turning point, be now
 believes, w

as 
a

 trip
 h

e
 m

a
d

e
 to

 C
u

b
a

 in
 1

9
5

9
, w

h
ile

 
h

e
 w

a
s

 a
 s

tu
d

e
n

t a
t th

e
 U

n
iv

e
rs

ity
 o

f 
C

alifo
rn

ia at B
erkeley, an

d
, m

o
re sp

ecifi-
cally, an

 article h
e.w

ro
te fo

r th
e cam

p
u

s 
n

ew
sp

ap
er w

h
en

 h
e retu

rn
ed

. In
 th

e arti-
cle h

e said
 th

at th
e U

n
ited

 S
tates w

as 
fo

o
lish

ly fo
rcin

g
 F

id
el C

astro
, th

e C
u

b
an

 
re

v
o

lu
tio

n
a

ry
 le

a
d

e
r, in

to
 th

e
 S

o
v

ie
t 

orbit. 	
. 	

• 
F

ro
m

 th
at p

o
in

t o
n

, In
stead

 o
f m

em
o

-
randum

s of praise in his C
.I.A

. files, there 
appeared accusations about his stability, 
p

etty criticism
s o

f h
is p

erso
n

ality an
d

 
rum

ors about his sexual orientation. 
T

h
e files th

at D
r. N

ag
y-T

alavera o
b

-
tain

ed
 fro

m
 th

e C
.I.A

., th
e F

.B
.T

. acid
 th

e 
S

tate D
ep

artm
en

t id
en

tify h
im

 as h
avin

g
 

been born in H
ungary in 1929 into a faint- 

io  
Ex-C

.I.A
. 

rifE
 N

E
W

 Y
dlttfprifi:sJ 	

F
E

R
kuaky.  21, .1971  

Source Links T
roubles,to  '59 V

ise t o  
ly th

at w
as H

u
n

g
arian

, frcin
t T

ran
iylvse 

n
ia, an

d
 Jew

ish
, fro

m
 S

p
ain

. A
t th

e ag
e 

o
f 13, h

e w
as flu

en
t in

, F
ren

ch
; E

n
g

lish
, 

G
erm

an, S
paniS

h and H
ungertan,,, 	

„ 
B

y ag
e 15 h

e."w
as 	

A
u

scfiw
it.• H

e 
S

urvived 	
. year .• 	

tha,: - Cain ps 
A

m
erican troops freed hirn, tack in B

uda-
p

e
s
t, h

e
 w

a
s
 In

v
o

lv
e
d

in
 re

s
is

ta
n

c
e
 to

 
the ruling regim

e. 7,1. 	
, 	

, 
. H

e
 a

a
irl, in

 a
 re

p
o

rt to
 th

e
 C

.I.A
. In

' 
1957, th

at h
e• h

ad
 su

p
p

lied
 ; in

fo
rrn

atio
lf 

to
 m

ilitary attach
es In

 th
e U

n
ited

 S
tateei 

E
m

bassy ;there ;  A
nd .helped :refugees tel 

escape. H
e w

as trapped 	
S

oviet agents 
in

 th
e S

o
viet zo

n
e , o

f yieen
t .o

n
, Jan

. 
27, 1949. A

fter tw
o

 M
en

tes o
f :to

rtu
re; 

he w
as sentenced to 25 years in S

iberian 
p

riso
n

 cam
p

s. 	
: 

H
e w

as sent to Jail In H
ungary In 1955. 

a
n

d
 re

le
a

s
e

d
 In

 1
9

5
6

,. le
 tim

e
 to

 ta
k

i 
p

a
rt In

 th
e

 re
v

o
lt th

e
re

 e
n

d
- 
 

to
 p

e
e
 to

 
th

e U
n

ited
 A

tates' after th
e uprising w

as 
crushed by S

oviet' troops. 	
• • 

.,T
h

e files sh
o

w
 th

at h
is C

.I.A
. co

n
tacts 

b
eg

an
 to

o
n

 after In
c arriV

e4." > t • • 	
' 

	

C
eritaits W

ith
 	

C
ontinued 

A
n

 in
fra-ag

en
cy m

em
o

ran
d

u
m

 o
f Ju

ly 
23, 1957, described him

 as a brilliant m
an 

and 'quoted sources as S
ay

in
g

 th
a

t "N
a

g
y

, 
alth

o
u

g
h

 o
f Jew

ish
. eth

n
iceairig

ln
, w

as 
v
e
ry

 a
n

ti-C
o

m
m

u
n

g
fic

 a
n

d
 a

 a
 ranF

ir
 

cooperative H
ungarian" +w 	

; 	
• •-,; 

B
y ;A

ug:' 19; 1957, "the Lai A
ngeles field 

o
ffice o

f th
e C

.I.A
. P

ro
d

ack I m
em

o
 th

at 
S

aid, "H
e is extrem

ely intelligent, „tough; 
m

inded 
T

h
lu

b
ire

tict  ' oreilliable 	
. 

this assessm
ent, b

y th
en

 
28 years o

ld
, 'e ro

tted
:in

 th
e; •U

n
iversity 

o
f C

alifo
rn

ia, B
eriteley:e -;e • 	

• ; 
M

r.;.h
eag

y-T
alavera b

ecam
e an

 active 
Im

em
b

er o
f th

e U
n

io
n

. o
f F

ree H
u

n
g

arian
 

S
tudents at B

erkeley. "This. w
as a C

.I.A
., 

fro
n

t o
rg

an
izatio

n
,,•b

ik h
e „said

 th
at h

e 
h
ad

n
et realized

 It W
h

en
 h

e w
as' m

em
2  

ber. 	
_ C',.tiqre.-11

4
....b`tr.i':'. 	

• 
A

t th
e ilu

n
g

arien
",.g

ro
u

fre. n
atio

n
al' 

m
eetin

g
 at A

th
en

a, O
h

io
, In

 1959 it w
as 

d
ecid

ed
 th

at ..M
r. •eliag

y,T
alavera,. w

as 
su

ited
 to

 g
o

 to
 C

u
b

e, to
 'in

vestig
ate th

e 
direction of the C

astro regim
e .w

hich had 
taken over six m

onths earlier. 	
- - •ji; 

In
 C

u
b

a, h
e m

et M
r. C

astro
 an

d
 o

th
er 

le
a
d

e
rs

, a
n

d
 d

e
c
id

e
d

 th
a
t th

e
 U

n
ite

d
 

S
teitep

u
reu

in
g

 a fo
o

lish.  policy. H
iFeA

m
e 

back to B
erkeley and expressed this opi-

n
io

n
, in

 h
is article fo

r T
h

e D
eily C

alifo
r- 

elan on N
O

V
. 13, 1959. . 	

- 
O

n Jan. 13, 1961, a an Freficiseo-based 
. 	

. 

C
.I.A

. ag
en

t w
ro

te. In
 a m

em
o

 th
at "o

n
e 

o
f N

ag
y's fratern

ity b
ro

th
er, h

as in
tim

at-
e

d
 th

a
t N

agy 
h

as h
o

m
o

sexu
al ten

d
en

-
'rte

s
.': 5

 1
- I 

e
i H

e
 b

e
c

a
m

e
 a

 c
itize

n
 in

 1
9

6
2

. In
 M

a
y

 
4962. in

 M
ay o

f th
at year, an

 ag
en

t w
ro

te 
th

at w
h

en
 h

e first in
terview

ed
 M

r, N
ag

y-
. Talavera in 1957, he w

as repelled by hall-
Jests and a tendency to expectorate drop-• 

lets o
f sp

ittlF
•T

Y
st en The balk becam

e exella 
ed

. 'T
h

e ag
en

t-re
p

o
rte

d
 th

is
 tw

ic
e
 in

 e
 

tw
o

-p
ag

e m
em

o
,;w

h
ich

 also
 .reco

u
n

ted
 

the -criticism
 o

f ',U
n

ited
 S

taten
 p

o
licy to

-
w

ard C
u

b
a, an

d
 rep

eated
 th

e.  report 'of. 
 

possible hom
osexuality: „, , , 

eeO
n M

ay 25, 1962,-Free E
urope C

ornehita 
te

e
 In

c
: W

a
s

 to
ld

 th
a

t b
e

 c
o

u
ld

 n
o

t lie
 

given security clearance. 	
•', 

' • O
n

 A
p

ril 19, 1965,th
e S

tate D
ep

artm
en

t 
file n

o
ted

 th
at h

is ap
p

licatio
n

 fo
r a F

IX
 

b
rig

h
t-H

ays g
ran

t w
as tu

rn
ed

 d
o

w
n

 "o
n

 
the basis of suitability." 	

' 
In

 1967, h
ats p

assp
o

rt ren
ew

al w
as, 

d
elayed

."' 0'1. 	
7  
.
•
 

, O
n

 July, 28, 1967, a• m
em

orandum
 said, 

th
e C

.I.A
.

„
.  d

e
c

id
e

d
 to

 "a
t le

a
s

t g
o

 o
n

 
.reco

rd
 w

ith
 th

e F
.B

.I.” ab
o

u
t h

is "so
m

e;, 
w

hat unistable•dharacter and background,' 
his interest in this agency and hi; report-' 
ed

 visit to
 th

e U
.S

.S
.R

. in
 Ju

n
e 1967." , 

This led to the storm
y m

eeting at w
hich 

tw
o

 ag
en

ts accu
ser, M

n
a o

f b
ein

g
 8 

scrvi0 114•=:J 	
- 

,,.B
Y

 th
at tilie,,b

e h
ad

 b
eco

m
e a facu

lty.  
M

em
b

er tat. C
h

ico
. H

e h
eld

 a .b
ach

elo
rlil 

degree, tw
o m

aster's degrees and a 4thsce 
tor of philosophy degree from

 B
erkeley. 

• H
e w

as In
terview

ed
 in

 th
e p

resen
iet.  

O
f • h

is law
yer, ,L

o
u

is H
aas:, T

h
ey w

ere 
&

S
kid 	

allegatians • the C
.I.A

.! 
m

ade agelnst 	
• 

,• "W
ie

r/s
a
v
e
 to

 'fa
c
e
 th

e
 fa

c
t h

e
 Is

 a
 

hom
osexual," said M

r. H
aan. 

 
"N

o
t b

y ch
o

ice," 'said
 D

r. N
ag

y-T
ela. 

'V
era. "B

efo
re I w

as sh
o

ved
 in

to
 th

e S
ite.' 

clan cam
ps because I'd helped the A

m
eri-

can
 In

tellig
en

ce o
fficers in

 H
u

n
g

ary, I 
w

is livin
g

 like a n
o

rm
al teen

-ag
er, ru

n
-

n
in

g
 aro

u
n

d
 after g

irls. I lead
 an

 h
o

n
o

ra-
b

le
 life

. I d
o

 th
e

 b
e

s
t 1

 c
a

n
 B

u
t s

o
m

e
 

things are so strong." 


