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CIA in Mideast: Extensive, Effective

By Jim Hoagland
Washington Post Porefgn Service
PARIS, Feb. 21—Cash’' payments to

Jordan’s King Hussein are part of one.

of the Central Intelligence Agency's
most effective and widereaching
funding and intelligence-gathering op-
erations, according to informed
sources in Europe and the Middle
East,

Other -Arab leaders and busmess-
men who, like Hussein, have cooper-
ated with the agency. in extending
American influence in the oil-rich

- Persian Gulf area during the eclipse
of British-power there have collected
tens of millions of dollars in commer-
cial fees from American defense in-
dustry firms.

No evidence has surfaced that the
CIA directly channeled lucrative arms
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dea.ls to its friends; but one American
investigator who looked at these large
commissions labels some of them as
“preaching in" efforts by the agency to
get at Arab rulers through well-placed
middlemen disposed to help the CIA.

The time, effort and whatever cash
the agency has invested in Duilding
up a network of close and interlock-
ing relationships with key Arab poli-
cymakers appears fo have paid off
handsame]y for CIA objectives.

Hussein is one of the two most im-
portant Arab policymakers whose
close ties to the CIA have long been
considered a more or less open secret
in the Arab.world, where there has
been little public political controversy
over their roles.

The other is Kamal Adham, Saudi

- Arabia’s head of national security and

liaison man with the CIA.
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Adham, brutherin law of the late
King Faisal, has also become one of.
the Middle East’s most important
businessmen, garnering commissions
for the sale of Boeing and Lockheed :
aireraft, among other items, through a
corporation controlled by his family
and associates. !

Like Hussein, Adham is a pivotal
figure in Arab politics whose influ-
ence and business arrangements reach
beyond the borders of his own coun-
try. He is extremely close to the Saudi
ruling family on the one hand and to
Egyptian President Anwar Sadat on |
the other. ;

Adham’s closest friends in Saudi *

" Arabia deseribe him as “a friend of

See MIDEAST, A12, Col. 3

Secretary of State Vance ends week-
long Middle East trip. Page Al3.
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America” and as one of the shrewd:
est political operators in the Middle
East.

While Sadat's predecessor, Gamal
Abdel Nasser, was frying to over-
throw the conservative Saudi regime
in the 1080s, Adham carefully eulti-
vated: Sadat. An authoritative source
who declined to provide any other
; detalls said that at one point Adham

" was providing Sadat, then Egyptian

vice president, with a steady private
income.

In- September 19‘70 -Sadat becx.me-
president on Nasser's 'death and eight
months later had crushed a Soviet-

‘backed plot to overthrow him. Intelli-

gence sources have suggested that the *

 CIA alerted Sadat to the plot:

Sadat changed the shape of Middle
East politics in July 1872 by abruptly
expelling the 15,000 Soviet military
advisers Nasser had  allowed to be
posted in Egypt, paving the way for
the diplomatic. honeymoon Sadal en-
joyed with former Secretary of State
Henry A. Kissinger after the Lm
Arab-Israell war. : 1

Saudl Arabla and Jordan have also |
been essential footholds for expand-|
ing American influence in the Persian
Gulf, according to many sources in
that area.

Hussein used his personal influence
to help draw Oman’s Sultan Qaboos
Bin aid closer to the American sphere |
of influence. An influential- go-be-
tween in that reiatlemhxp was & Sa- |

udi-born  Jordlanian ", busihesSman
named Ghassan Shaker, who has he-‘
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come a major- ﬂgure in 'armg and
other sales to Oman since then.
“Shaker also was involved in bring-
ing a publicity-shy American com- |
pany, Vinnell Corp. of Los Angeles, in,

to train the highly sensitive:Saudi na. '

tional guard, Although Shaker has de--

mnied any  connection - with Vinell, ' plain
am veterans for' 4 in

whith recurited Vietn:

In addition to. what the ‘agency ap-
parently . sees! las
“anchoring” role for Arab moderates
willing to live in peace with Israel
and to combat Palestinian’ extremists,
Jordan also shares in couvantlonnl ln-
telligence activity. '

Jordanian intelligence officers have

key Persian Gulf: sheikhdoms that
~ would have obviously rejected A.merl
¢ cans for sensitive posts. - ..i

| Jordan provided =material e.ucmn-
. agement to Kurdish-rebels in Iraq
. during the 1974-75 civil war, in which
the CIA also covertly helped the
' Kurds, who were forced to surrender
when Iran’s Shah Mohammed Reza
. Pahlavi—another ruler with close CIA
ties—cut of aid to them.

The CIA also appeared to be able to

terterror actions against Palestinian
groups in Lebanon, and was report-
edly if contact through Jordan with
Lebanese Christian Militiamen whom
‘Hussein helped @ supply during the .
. Lebanesa civil war last year.

. The immediate access the senior

CIA opeatives in Jordan had t¢ the
king gave the - United States
“unparalleled flexibility” in intelli-
gence-gathering, according t.o one
knowledgeable source,

It also led to the speedy withdrnwnl

" of one American diplomét w com- -
to m‘a king tha?“ihe gﬂﬁuﬂ

/Saudi.Arabia, he has been listed. in | access. After the'CIA gat-wind of the

i -tourt papers in Los-Angeles as—yar:l

_owner,of the reorganized corporati

\ “complaint, aﬁlnstonmh'ﬁmed.

- the eummaihmt.

Husseln's :

. moved into jobs 'in Oman and other

" use Jordan as a springboard for coun-

! In'Munich, West Germany's opposi-

. On the'  day the 1873 Middle Eaat
war erupted, the Amman station chief-
spent several hours with the king, al- -
. ternately consoling him_because he
had not been told by Sadat of the day
_the war would begin and. trying to |

| persuade him that Jordan shauld atny

out of the war,

‘As aware as the statlon cﬁigf ‘that
“hix foras would cut to ribbons with- !
. out air cover, Hussein folluwe:l the -
. advice,
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Prom News Dispatches

Phinppluas Undersecretary of De-,
fense Jose Crisol; a confidant of thc
late -President Ramon Magsaysay,
" cdlled a report that Magsaysay was
paid by the CIA a “pack of lies.”
" Magsaysay iz one of several foreign
leaders named in the American press
- over recent days as having received
 secret payments from the CIA, |

tion Chﬂstﬁm Social Unlon said it
will .call ont the government to ask
‘Washington to provide any CIA files
on alleged secret payoffs to West Ger-
man politicians. Former Soéial Demo-
cratic Chancellor Willy Brandt has
been named in the American pressre- |
put" '“.;

“Tn Caraeu, Venezuelan President

:did pot have that kind of Carlos Andres Perez has demanded

thntWaxh!.ngtn “clarify . . . the false
imputation™ - that he received pay-
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