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D
o W

e S
till N

eed O
ur 'C

landestine W
arriors'? 

T
he figh

t b
etw

een
 th

e C
en

tral In
tel-

ligence A
gency and a form

er em
ployee 

n
am

ed
 V

icto
r M

arch
etti is a lo

t m
o
re 

im
portant than it sounds. 
O

n
 th

e su
rface w

e h
av

e an
o
th

er b
o
r-

in
g  argum

ent about secrecy. M
archetti 

w
rites a b

o
o
k
 ab

o
u
t C

IA
. T

h
e agency 

says the book contains classified m
ate-

rial. It go
es to

 co
u
rt ask

in
g
 fo

r an
 o

r-
d
er n

o
t to

 p
u
b
lish

. T
h
e ju

d
g
e ru

les 
th

at so
m

e o
f th

e m
aterial m

ay
 b

e p
u
b
-

lish
ed

 (C
IA

 fo
rg

o
t to

 classify
 it) an

d
 

som
e m

ay not. 
S

o
 M

arch
etti's b

o
o
k
 w

ill b
e p

u
b
-

lished w
ith 168 deletions, and his pub-

lish
er (K

n
o
p
f) w

ill ap
p
eal th

e ju
d
g
e's. 

ru
lin

g
 at great financial cost. 

P
ending  ap

p
eal, all o

f th
e fo

re going  
is lik

ely
 to

 en
co

u
rag

e th
e h

eav
ier u

se 
o
f ru

b
b
er stam

p
s m

ark
et "secret" b

y
 

C
IA

 people, som
e of w

hom
 don't know

 
a secret fro

m
 a p

ap
er clip

, an
d
 also

 to
 

o
b
scu

re M
areh

etti's p
o
in

t in
 w

ritin
g
 

the book. 
H

ere, in
 th

e in
terests o

f o
b
jectiv

ity
, 

a w
o
rd

 sh
o
u
ld

 b
e said

 ab
o
u
t M

arch
et-

ti's 
Ifs erro

rs o
f ju

d
g
m

en
t. W

h
at p

assib
le) 

g
o
o
d
 can

 it d
o
 to

 n
am

e fo
reig

n
 p

o
liti  

)t,  clan
s w

h
o
, b

ack
 in

 th
e late 'O

s, w
h
en

 
re 

h
e
 c

o
ld

 w
a
r w

a
s 

really 
h
at, to

o
k
 

m
oney from

 the C
IA

 to build their po-
litical o

rg
an

izatio
n
s? S

o
m

e o
f th

em
 

h
av

e n
o
w

 attain
ed

 p
o
w

er. N
am

in
g  

them
 m

ay ruin them
. Is the public titil-

latio
n
 w

o
rth

 th
e ru

in
? T

h
ere are o

th
er 

su
ch

 ju
d
g
m

en
tal fau

lts. T
h
ey

 d
etract 

from
 M

archetti's m
ain point. 

N
e
v
e
rth

e
le

ss, th
e
 m

a
in

 p
o
in

t is 
w

orth m
akin

g. It is th
at th

e clan
d
es-

tin
e o

p
eratio

n
s sid

e o
f th

e agency—
p
articu

larly
 th

o
se w

h
ich

 are p
aram

ili-
tary in nature—

ought to be disbanded. 
I am

 n
o
t talk

in
g  about secret Intelli-

gence. I am
 talk

in
g
 ab

o
u
t ru

n
n
in

g
 se-

cret w
ars in

 L
ao

s an
d
 C

u
b
a an

d
 o

v
er-

throw
ing governm

ents in S
outh A

m
er-

ica an
d
 elsew

h
ere. I am

 talk
in

g
 ab

o
u
t  

b
u
y
in

g
 lab

o
r u

n
io

n
s an

d
 co

n
d
u
ctin

g  
propaganda operations. 

H
 th

e C
IA

 ev
er h

ad
 a m

an
d
ate fo

r 
th

is k
in

d
 o

f th
in

g
, It h

as lo
n
g
 sin

ce 
been revoked_ "I had the greatest fore-
bodin

gs ab
o
u
t th

is o
rg

an
izatio

n
 an

d
 

w
arn

ed
 th

e P
resid

en
t (T

ru
m

an
) th

at, 
as set u

p
, n

eith
er h

e, th
e N

atio
n
al S

e-
cu

rity
 C

o
u
n
cil n

o
r an

y
o
n
e else w

o
u
ld

 
b
e in

 a p
o
sitio

n
 to

 k
n
o
w

 w
h
at it w

as 
d
o
in

g
 o

r to
 co

n
tro

l it," w
ro

te D
ean

 
A

ch
eso

n
. T

h
e ad

v
ice n

o
t tak

en
 seem

s 
prophetic. 

L
o
o
k
 b

ack
, if y

o
u
 w

ill, at L
ao

s;  a
t 

the B
ay of P

igs; at som
e of the sangui-

n
ary

 o
p
eratio

n
s in

 V
ietn

am
. D

id
 th

ey
 

not do far m
ore harm

 than good? W
ere 

th
ey

 n
o
t eith

er fo
isted

 u
p
o
n
 p

artially
 

w
itting P

residents by zealous agency 

salesm
en or invented on the spot sim

• 
p
ly

 b
ecau

se th
e cap

ab
ility

 to
 co

n
d
u
ct 

them
 had been authorized? 

A
n
d
 th

e p
ro

p
ag

an
d
a. T

h
ere w

as a 
tim

e w
h
en

 fro
n
t g

ro
u
p
s b

attled
 fro

n
t 

g
ro

u
p
s in

 id
eo

lo
g
ical stru

g
g
le, an

d
 

public opinion could be sw
ayed. C

IA
 

w
ent on em

ployin
g  p

ro
p
ag

an
d
a fro

n
ts 

long after anybody except profession-
als on both sides w

as paying any atten-
tion to the propaganda. It Is still doin g  

ar 
so

. T
h
e u

sefu
ln

ess is 
m

arg
in

al; 
the 

chances for em
barrassm

ent great. 
C

IA
's p

o
w

er In
 th

e W
ash

in
g
to

n
 

pow
er gam

e h
as d

im
in

ish
ed

 su
b
stan

-
tially durin

g  th
e N

ix
o
n
 y

ears. S
ecre-

tary
 o

f S
tate H

en
ry

 K
issin

ger h
as a 

firm
 hand on operations, and W

illiam
 

C
o
lb

y
, C

IA
's n

ew
 d

irecto
r, rep

o
rts to

 
K

issin
g
er an

d
 n

o
t to

 th
e P

resid
en

t, as 
his predecessors alw

ays did. 
B

u
t ad

m
in

istratio
n
s ch

an
g
e; C

IA
's 

clan
d
estin

e o
p
eratio

n
s d

iv
isio

n
 g

o
es 

right on plannin
g. If H

en
ry

 K
issin

ger 
can

 tak
e tim

e o
u
t fro

m
 p

resen
t crises 

to
 o

v
ersee its d

ism
an

tlem
en

t, h
e w

ill 
prevent som

e future ones. 
*1974. L

oa A
ngeles T

im
es 

"
T

h
e
 c

la
n
d
e
s
tin

e
 o

p
e
r
a
tio

n
s
 s

id
e
 o

f
 th

e
 C

I
A

—
 

p
a
r
tic

u
la

r
ly

 th
o
s
e
 w

h
ic

h
 a

r
e
 p

a
r
a
m

ilita
r
y
 in

 

n
a
tu

r
e
—

o
u
g
h
t to

 b
e
 d

is
b
a
n
d
e
d
."

 


