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THERE WAS A PERIOD last year when 
the timing seemed right, when Congress 
finallY had political grounds to conduct 
that long-overdue examination of the op-
erations of the Central Intelligence 
Agency. 

High-ranking CIA officials were troop-
ing lup to Capitol Hill in frequency and 
numbers approaching the level of high 
school seniors at Easter recess. Agency 
men who not long ago would have rather 
swallowed the pill than be caught within 
sight of still cameras were suddenly pi-
rouetting before four separate congres-
sional committees. 

The men from the agency came with 
their, impassive faces and sharply circum-
scribed testimony designed mainly to 
"distance" their place of employment 
from the political crimes of Watergate. 
But as soon as senatorial questioning be-
gan blundering into the CIA's own busi- 
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lated obscurity, as a visiting homicide 
squad detective might be rebuffed for 
asking the price of the house. 

What was the extent of the CIA's role in 
the Chilean coup? Was it involved in the 
junta's take-over in Greece? Is there any 
prospect of more large-scale CIA opera-
tions such as the war in Laos? What is the 
extent of the agency's domestic 
operations? 

The answers came back, engraved with 
politeness, but ungiving: "To the best of 
my knowledge, Senator, no." "I would be 
happy, Senator, to go into that a little 
more in closed session." "We have no evi-
dence of that, sir." 

And yet these questions were all symp-
tomatic of the need for a serious and com-
prehensive oversight job on what the CIA 
is up to, what sort of checkreins there are 
to its covert operations targeted within 
the United States as well as abroad. The 
need has existed. The political opportu-
nities are rare. 

This is not to question the legitimacy of 
intelligence gathering or the need for 
forms of state security in the American 
government, consistent with what we con-
sider to be the base price that must be 
paid for maintaining an open society. The 
requirement for review applies most ur-
gently to the operational programs of the 
CIA's clandestine services which are con- 
ducted beyond the 	(Continued on page 4) 
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