
T
H

E
 W

A
S

H
IN

G
T

O
N

 P
O

S
T

, S
A

T
U

R
D

A
Y

, A
P

R
IL

 1
4
, 1

9
7
9
 

C
layto

n
 F

ritch
ey 

T
he C

IA
's W

ay W
ith Presidents 

T
h

e
 im

p
a
sse

 b
e
tw

e
e
n

 th
e
 W

h
ite

 
H

ouse and C
ongress over a new

 ch
arter 

fo
r th

e C
IA

 co
u
ld

 w
ell b

e affected
 

h
y
 th

e su
rp

risin
g

 rev
elatio

n
s o

f K
er-

m
it R

o
o

sev
elt, a fo

rm
er to

p
 C

IA
 o

ffi-
cial, w

ho achieved fam
e by personally 

d
ire

c
tin

g
 th

e
 c

o
v
e
rt o

p
e
ra

tio
n
 th

a
t 

o
v
erth

rew
 th

e Iran
ian

 g
o
v
ern

m
en

t in
 

1953. 
A

lthough R
oosevelt—

w
ho is T

eddy 
R

o
o
sev

elt's g
ran

d
so

n
—

resig
n
ed

 fro
m

 
the C

IA
 years ago, he has rem

ained an 
intim

ate friend of the recently deposed 
shah, M

oham
m

ed R
eza P

ahlavi, w
ho re-

gained the P
ersian throne as a result of 

the C
IA

-engineered "revolt" against the 
to

n
stitu

tio
n

al g
o

v
ern

m
en

t h
ead

ed
 b

y
 

P
rim

e. M
inister M

oham
m

ed M
ossadegh. 

W
ith theapproval of the shah, R

oose-
velt decided to tell for the first tim

e the 
in

sid
e sto

ry
 o

f th
e co

n
tro

v
ersial co

u
p
. 

It w
ill n

o
t appear in a b

o
o

k
 u

n
til n

ex
t 

fall, but, m
eanw

hile, som
e of its high-

lig
h
ts h

av
e b

een
 m

ad
e p

u
b

lic b
y

 th
e 

L
os A

ngeles T
im

es in an exclusive in-
terview

 w
ith R

oosevelt. 
T

he R
oosevelt account appears to be 

d
etach

ed
 an

d
 o

b
jectiv

e. It o
u
g

h
t to

 b
e 

u
sefu

l to
 b

o
th

 th
e ad

m
in

istratio
n

 an
d

 
congressional team

s that have been try-
ing for so long to draft new

 guidelines 
to

 p
rev

en
t th

e ab
u

ses th
at b

ro
u

g
h

t th
e 

C
IA

 into disrepute. 

T
h

e ch
ief u

n
reso

lv
ed

 q
u

estio
n

 is 
w

hether, as m
any congressm

en believe, 
th

e p
ro

p
o
sed

 C
IA

 ch
arter sh

o
u
ld

 sp
e-

cifically forbid such activities as the as-
sassin

atio
n

 o
f fo

reig
n

 lead
ers an

d
 th

e 
overthrow

 of dem
ocratic governm

ents. 
T

he opposing view
, held by the C

arter 
ad

m
in

istratio
n

 an
d

 th
e in

tellig
en

ce 
agencies, is that, in effect, final discre-
tion should be left to the president. 

T
h
e ch

ief ex
ecu

tiv
e w

o
u
ld

 b
e ex

-
p

ected
 to

 co
n

su
lt w

ith
 th

e H
o

u
se an

d
 

S
enate Intelligence com

m
ittees, but in 

30 years there is no record of a congres-
sional w

atchdog group ever preventing 
the C

IA
 from

 doing anything it w
anted 

to
 d

o
. S

o
, fo

r all p
ractical p

u
rp

o
ses, it 

co
m

es d
aw

n
 to

 th
is: S

h
o

u
ld

 th
e p

ro
-

posed charter include a definite set of 
"th

o
u

 sh
all n

o
ts" o

r ju
st leav

e it all to
 

the president? 
T

he danger of the latter course is viv-
idly dem

onstrated by R
oosevelt's first-

hand account of the Iranian coup, for it 
sh

o
w

s h
o
w

 a d
eterm

in
ed

, reso
u
rcefu

l 
C

IA
 can, on the one hand, circum

vent 
the m

an in the W
hite H

ouse and, on the 
o
th

er h
an

d
, lu

re h
im

 in
to

 d
o
in

g
 reck

-
less things furtively that he w

ould not 
dare do openly. 

T
h

e Iran
ian

 co
u

p
 w

as su
g

g
ested

 to
 

th
e C

IA
 b

y
 th

e B
ritish

, w
h

o
 felt th

eir 
in

terests w
ere jeo

p
ard

ized
 b

y
 M

assa- 

degh's nationalization of oil, a step the 
sh

ah
 h

im
self to

o
k

 so
m

e y
ears later. 

P
lan

s fo
r o

u
stin

g
 M

o
ssad

eg
h
 w

ere se-
cretly developed by the C

IA
 in the dos-

' ing m
onths of the T

rum
an adm

inistra-
tio

n
, b

u
t th

e ag
en

cy
 d

elib
erately

 k
ep

t 
P

resident . T
ru

m
an

 an
d
 S

ecretary
 o

f 
S

tate D
ean

 A
ch

eso
n

 in
 th

e d
ark

 b
e-

cau
se th

ey
 w

ere d
eem

ed
 sy

m
p
ath

etic 
to the Iranian prim

e m
inister. 

A
s it turned out, a S

tate D
epartm

ent 
in

tellig
en

ce rep
o
rt in

 Jan
u
ary

 1
9
5
3
 

(o
n
ly

 recen
tly

 d
eclassified

) in
d
icated

 
that M

ossadegh's nationalization of oil 
had "alm

ost universal Iranian support." 
It also pictured M

ossadegh as strongly 
an

ti-co
m

m
u

n
ist an

d
 n

o
ted

 th
at th

e 
co

m
m

u
n
ist T

u
d
eb

 P
arty

 w
as at o

d
d
s 

w
ith

 th
e p

rim
e m

in
ister an

d
 g

av
e h

is 
overthrow

 "a high priority." 
N

ev
erth

eless, w
h
en

 D
w

ig
h
t E

isen
-

h
o
w

er b
ecam

e p
resid

en
t in

 1
9
5
3
, th

e 
C

IA
 sch

em
e (d

u
b
b
ed

 "P
ro

ject A
jax

") 
w

as so
ld

 to
 h

im
 o

n
 th

e g
ro

u
n

d
s th

at 
M

ossadegh w
as a com

m
unist and a po-

ten
tial S

o
v
iet p

u
p
p
et T

h
e sellin

g
 w

as 
ch

iefly
 d

o
n
e b

y
 th

e n
ew

 C
IA

 d
irecto

r, 
A

llen D
ulles, and his brother, John F

os-
ter D

ulles, the new
 secretary of state. . 

R
oosevelt says F

oster D
ulles w

as so 
en

th
ralled

 b
y
 th

e easy
 su

ccess o
f th

e 
Iranian operation—

it only cost $75,000 
to

 ren
t th

e rio
ters—

th
at h

e w
an

ted
 to

  

repeat it in the C
ongo, G

uatem
ala, In-

donesia and E
gypt, w

here he w
as eager 

to overthrow
 P

resident N
asser. R

oose-
v

elt said
 h

e tried
, to

 n
o
 av

ail, to
 co

n
-, 

vince F
oster D

ulles that "you Just can't' 
go around the w

orld doing this kind of 
thing." P

roject A
jax, he felt, w

as a spe-
cial situation. 

R
o
o
sev

elt fin
ally

 resig
n
ed

 after 
being pressured for four years to knock 
o

v
er o

th
er g

o
v

ern
m

en
ts, b

u
t h

is leav
-

ing didn't change things. In E
isenhow

-
er's last year in office, the C

IA
 secretly 

started planning the B
ay of P

igs inva-
sion of C

uba that turned into a fiasco. 
A

fter Iran
 an

d
 th

e so
rry

 resu
lts o

f th
e 

C
IA

 G
uatem

ala Intervention, Ike w
as in 

no hurry to act, so he passed the C
uba 

buck to his successor, John F
. K

ennedy. 
T

o K
ennedy's everlasting chagrin, he 

let A
llen

 D
u
lles an

d
 his C

IA
 plotters 

p
ersu

ad
e h

im
 to

 ru
n

 w
ith

 it. A
lso

, in
 

the Johnson, N
ixon and F

ord years, the 
C

IA
 w

as directing covert operations all 
over the globe: L

aos, C
am

bodia, T
hai-

lan
d

, V
ietn

am
, C

h
ile an

d
 A

n
g

o
la, to

 
nam

e a few
. T

he record is clear: P
resi-

d
en

ts are p
atsies fo

r th
e C

IA
, an

d
 at 

tim
es, frankly, vice versa—

som
ething 

fo
r C

o
n
g
ress to

 k
eep

 in
 m

in
d
 w

h
en

, 
and if, it finally drafts a new

 C
IA

 char-
ter. 
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