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Js, LF, Files COUPTDENTIAL ' 1/8/72

CLa, AFL-CIOQ, licGovern - Jack Anderson's column today's Wash Post, "Heany's Feud
With Sen. Mebovern!

This ecolumn falls far short of the story, koown and now as well known but not secrst.

In 1965 or 1966, when McYovern introduced a resolution for some kind of investization
of the CIA, I tried to get to tellt to someone in his office but no success. I was there.
From this I assume his intentions were not qhite as serious as the papers indicated and the
action led me to believe, .

The coljumn saye Meany is the angry man behind the Stop MeYovern drive, I don t
contest it and TV reporting of the time of the credentisls-committee fight says the same
thing, That included interviews with tlie labor people who claimed to be behind it,

It quotes Meany as saying that licGovern is the candidate "of amnesty, acid and
appeasement”, predicts he will withhold labor supjort.

Parts of HeGovern's record are then cited.

What may be more significant is a Meany fear of a CIA investigation with HcGovern
as President, Inevitably it would establish that Meamy is part of the intclligence
apparatus. So openly so on the inside that I was offered access to the diplomatic pouch
before the JFK assassination by his secretary, via Irving Brown, even for the transport
of such high-priotity, for-eyes-only objects as eggs!

Brown ran (runs?) the Burope-Africa labor/CIA operation from the labot end. At the
time of the ponch incident he was pretty hot in Lybia, as I recall, and was pretiy close
to the president.

His counterpart in all of Latin America (I'm not sure about Mexico and Central but
think so) was Serufino Roumoldi, sincec gone to & difierent reward. R handled the labor
end of ousting Jagan in Guyana. Part of this story was told from unofiicial sources by
the National wmmymbimxy Guardian, the original one, before the "palace" revolutionsa
Part was told in a scries of articles by Dan Kurzman, then L.he. expert for the Wash,
Poste Part has not been ftoldas I knew of R and met him soeially, but never had any serious
tall with him. However, another did.

nterviews with R end many other labor pesople to whom I provided intppductions or
%o whom my contacts provided introductions were used by Henry Berger, now prof history
Washington Univ. St. “ouis, as part of the source material for his doctorate thesis.

nry is the son of a friend., He was then at Univ, Wisc. “adison, under William Appleman
Williamse I persuaded Henry to change his thesis subject to the Ame:dcan labor movement
as part of Amcecicen foreign policy., I have never seen his thesis. Several times I itried to
persuade him to settle down to editing it into a book, bit always something else was more
impirtant to him, The last I heard from his father he had another offer on the book and he
had said he would do tirs, but I'd heard such reports before.

Prior to the consolidation, both major perts of the labor movement were deeply in—
volvsd in such overations. I knew some of the people. The basis was an alleged anti-
communism. One then active in association with “exico through the Toledano people was an)
erudite, articulate, intellectual Bolivian, Benesto Galarza. I lmew him pretty well. We
bent elbows together. This was betore and during the early part of US participation in
World War II, No, I think we had a break the night of FDR's Plague on Both {our Houses
speech. I heard of him thercafter, but no intercourse of any kind. I was & minority of
one at a meeting in the home of a friend. Ernesto was one there, snother was C, Benham
"Beany" Baldwin, later leaderuof the Henry Wallace movement, Beany changed!

Henry's thesis is probably on file at Madison, If he has no objection to guotation,
he lives in St.l., where there are two of his name and if LF is interested in a sfory,it
would be better to rite him through the school. I have Dan Kurszmen's stories somewhere,
not in my “"organized" files. R. spoke tu Dph, When last I heard, Dan was in NIC, I
think doing sopething at Colwabis, shere a friend working on a doctorate met him,

It is possible that Schlesinger (1,000 Da,ys:l goes into soue aspects.

Harold Weisberg
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Meany’s Feud With Sen. McGovern

By Jack Anderson

MIAMI — AFL-CIO chief
George Meany, the angry man
behind the stop MeGovern
drive, has made kindling of
every olive branch - the . Me-
Govern forces have offered
him.

The durable old despot has
been cordial enough to George
MeGovern in person and even
gave his blunt blessing to a
MeGovern speech at the AFL-
CIO convention.
.| Privately, however, the old

curmudgeon breathes fire at
the mention of MeGovern’s
name, calls him “the candidate
of amnesty, acid and appease-
ment” and threatens to with-
hold AFL-CIO suppert if he's
nominated.

What's more, Meany appar-
ently won't be mollified. He's
accustomed to settling Demo-
cratic presidential politics in
the smokefilled backrooms,
with his own stogie predomi-
nant. And he’s too old.and
stubborn to let party reforms
change the pollticnl habits of
a lifetime.

Some intimates say he
turned sour on McGovern dur-
ing the Senate battle over Sec-
tion 14(b) of the Taft-Hartley
Act in 1986. The AFL-CIO
sought to repeal this section,
which permits states to adopt
right-to-work laws that weaken
labor unions. :

The move was defeated by a
filibuster, which pro-labor sen-
ators iried in vain to shut off.
On the first roll call, McGov-

ern voted to stop the fili-; |
buster.-

McGovern M.Ix-Up L

This was unpopular in Mec-
Govern’s native South Dakota,
which has a right-to-work law.
He, therefore, notified two
top labor lobbyists—the AFL-
CIO’s Andy Biemiller and the
Retail Clerks’ Charles Lipsen
—that he would like to change
his vote. He asked for their
agreement, promising he
would stick with them if they
really needed his vote.

Biemiller agreed to give Mec-
govern a “pass,” that is, to re-
lease him from his labor com-
mitment unless his yote should
be needed in the clutch.

On the next roll eall, Me-
Govern's vote wasn't decisive,
so0 he switched in favor of the
filibuster. He was the only one
who changed his vote.

Meany was so angry that the
lobbyists didn’t dare tell him
they had okayed McGovern’s
reversal. The old labor lord
was attending a.shindig at Mi-
ami's Americana Hotel when
he learned they had lost a
vote on the second roll call.

Witnesses recall that he
turned on Lipsen, who had]
flown to Miami fnr the oceca-
sion.

“Who was the duuhlecross-
er?™ growled Meany.

“Let me explain,” Lipsen
began.

Meany cut him off. 1 don’t
want any explanations,” he
thundered. “Just tell 'me who

‘was the double-crosser.”

' |Meany of blocking wheat ship-

Lipsen kept trying to ex-
plain the _circumstances but
finally was browbeaten into
gsimply divulging MeGovern's
name. That was all Meany
wanted to hear.

- Rather than embarrass the

never tried to square himself
with Meany. Only reluctantly
would McGovern now confirm
the incident to us six years
afterward. Lipsen refused to
comment, ' saying only that
Meany was ‘“a great man”
And Biemiller cuuldn‘t be
reached.

Meeting With Meany

At the start of his presiden-
tial campaign last year, Me-
Govern carefully aveoided com-
promising the two labor lobby-
ists and, therefore, didn’t men-
tion that he had cleared his
controversial vote in advance.
All he said to Meany was: “I
was wrong.on the 14(b) matter.
I struck out. I made a mis-
take.” |

To MeGovern's surprise,
Meany shrugged it off., “What
upset me more than that,” he
grunted, “was your criticism

 deal.”

As Food for Peace director
during -the Kennedy adminis-
tration, MeGovern had accused

'ments to Russia. The AFL-
CIO chief said it wasn’t true.

said his informa-
tion had come from the high-
est authority, “But if I was

wrong,” he said, “I apologize.”

two subordinates, McGovern;

of me on the Rusaian wheat his,

What really bothers Meany.
say some intimates, is MeGow
ern’s antiwar record. But what-
ever it is, the T7-year-old labor
leader intends to summon all
his fading powers to hlock
McGovern's nomination.

Demeoeratic Doings

. Running Mates—Party reg-
ulars are pushing Wilbur Mills
for the vice presidential nomi-
nation. As House Ways and
Means chairman, he has clout
with the big corporations. And
the Democrats are so broke,
they need a candidate with
access to some corporate cash.
George McGovern, however,
doesn’t want any of the party’s
big guns as his running mate.
He has talked to subordinates
even about picking a non-
politician, perhaps a college
president or a consumer advo-
cate like Ralph Nader, for the
| No. 2 spot. Hubert Humphrey |
told us that, if he should be .
nominated, he'd try to per-
suade McGovern to aceept the *
vice presidential nomination.
McGovern's Acceptance —
George McGovern has been
quietly collecting ideas from
staff for an aceeptance
speech in case he should win
the Democratic presidential
nomination. He’ll write the
final draft himself, because
he's uncomfortable with some-
one else’s phrases. Throughout
the campaign, he'll avoid for-
mal speeches as much as pos
sible. He prefers the infor-
mality of a press conference,
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