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Commentary 
standard is one of the qualities that 
makes them worth defending. His-
torically, the American position has 
been that the American nation mer-
its respect and defense because it 
was established for a moral pur-
pose, as the Declaration of Inde-
pendence explicitly states. I criticize 
policies of the United States in mor-
al language because I have excep-
tional expectations of the United 
States. Others perhaps have not 

The argument that one must live 
as the world lives, as the English 
historian Herbert Butterfield has 
said, "Is the vulgar doctrine that 
morality does not pay; Its only pur-
port is the reduction of good men to 
the standard of the worst." indeed, 
morality does not "pay" in any ma-
terial or expedient sense. Hence the 
vulgar doctrine Is nonetheless a de-
fensible one — If not one which 
most Americans seem likely to want 
to avow. 

Yet what do these Americans 
really believe about national actions 
that contradict International law 
and the common morality? Pana-
ma's invasion is the latest case. It 
has been debated for its political 
fallout and the efficacy (or lack of 
same) with which it was carried out. 

People ask whether General Nor-
iega will actually be convicted, and 
what it will mean if he is not. The 
moral foundation for such an Inva-
sion has had little public attention, 
and the Issues of law have only per-
functorily been addressed. Such 
matters are not part of the main-
stream debate. I ask myself why. 


