
C
IA

: Israel H
as 10-20 A

-W
eapons 

B
y A

rthur K
ra

l-IM
 

eseclt•t to T
he W

ash
in

g
to

n
 P

o
et 

Israel is estim
ated to have 

1
0

 to
 2

0
 n

u
clear w

eap
o

n
s 

"re
a
d
y
 a

n
d
 a

v
a
ila

b
le

 fo
r 

u
se," acco

rd
in

g
 to

 sen
io

r 
o

fficials o
f th

e C
en

tral In
-

telligence A
gency. 

T
h
e sam

e o
fficials, an

-
sw

e
rin

g
 q

u
e
stio

n
s o

n
 a

 
b

ro
ad

 ran
g

e o
f to

p
ics at a 

rare, sem
i-p

u
b
lic b

riefin
g
 

la
st w

e
e
k

, d
e
sc

rib
e
d

 th
e
 

S
o
v
iet sp

ace p
ro

g
ram

 as a 
"sh

am
b
les" fo

llo
w

in
g
 a se-

ries o
f m

ajo
r lau

n
ch

 fail-
u

res. T
h

e S
o

v
iets h

av
e ap

-
p
a
re

n
tly

 a
b
a
n
d

o
n
e
d
 a

n
y
 

p
la

n
s fo

r m
a
n
n
e
d
 lu

n
a
r 

lan
d

in
g

s, th
ey

 said
. 

T
h
e n

o
n
-classified

 b
rief-

ing at C
IA

 headquarters w
as 

h
eld

 fo
r W

ash
in

g
to

n
-area  

m
em

b
ers o

f th
e A

m
erican

 
Institute of A

eronautics and 
A

stronautics. A
p

p
ro

x
im

ately
 

1
3

0
 p

erso
n

s p
aid

 $
6

.5
0

 to
 

have cocktails, a light buffet 
an

d
 clo

se to
 tw

o
 h

o
u
rs o

f 
discussion w

ith top-ranking 
C

IA
 officials. 

T
h
e g

u
ests w

ere to
ld

 in
 

ad
v
an

ce n
o
t to

 b
rin

g
 cam

-
e
ra

s o
r to

 ta
k

e
 n

o
te

s a
n

d
 

w
ere req

u
ested

 at th
e m

eet-
in

g
 n

o
t to

 "q
u
o
te u

s to
 th

e 
p
ress." A

 few
 o

f th
e g

u
ests, 

lik
e m

y
self, w

ere rep
o
rters. 

C
IA

 o
ffic

ia
ls sa

id
 th

e
 

ag
en

cy
's d

ecisio
n

 to
 h

o
ld

 
su

c
h
 b

rie
fin

g
s re

fle
c
ts a

 
p
o
lic

y
 to

 p
re

se
n
t a

 m
o
re

 
"o

p
en

" C
IA

 in
 th

e w
ak

e of 
dam

aging press and congres-
sio

n
al d

isclo
su

res o
f p

ast 
illeg

al an
d
 q

u
estio

n
ab

le ac-
tivities. 

T
he only previous briefing 

w
as h

eld
 fo

r g
rad

u
ates o

f 
th

e
 H

a
rv

a
rd

 B
u
sin

e
ss 

S
ch

o
o
l, C

IA
 o

fficials in
d
i-

cated- 
L

ast su
m

m
er it w

as re-
p
o
rte

d
 in

 th
e
 p

re
ss th

a
t 

Israel h
ad

 ab
o

u
t 1

0
 n

u
clear 

w
eapons. L

ast w
eek's brief-

in
g
 w

as ap
p
aren

tly
 th

e first 
tim

e, how
ever, that C

IA
 of-

ficials m
ad

e a p
u
b
lic esti-

m
a
te

 o
f Isra

e
l's n

u
c
le

a
r 

cap
ab

ility
. N

o
 fu

rth
er d

e-
tails w

ere given. 
A

sk
ed

 to
 assess S

o
v
iet  

technology, the intelligence 
a
g

e
n

c
y

 o
ffic

ia
ls stre

sse
d

 
th

eir b
elief th

at th
e S

o
v
iets 

h
av

e sig
n

ifican
t research

 
capabilities, but have a prob-
lem

 in
 ap

p
ly

in
g
 ad

v
an

ced
 

technology. 
A

s o
n

e ex
am

p
le, an

 o
ffi-

cial said
, S

o
v
iet scien

tists 
can

 d
esig

n
 ad

v
an

ced
 elec-

tro
n

ic circu
itry

 b
u

t "d
o

n
't 

k
n

o
w

 h
o

w
 to

 b
u

ild
 a clean

 
room

"—
the rust-free facility 

n
eed

ed
 fo

r electro
n

ic as-
sem

b
ly

 w
o

rk
. S

u
ch

 "clean
 

room
s" are com

m
on in U

.S
 

lab
o

rato
ries an

d
 electro

n
ic 

m
anufacturing plants. 
O

n
 th

e S
o
v
iet sp

ace p
ro

-
gram

, the C
IA

 officials said: 
• T

h
ere are sig

n
s th

at a 
la

rg
e
 S

o
v
ie

t in
sta

lla
tio

n
 

b
u
ilt fo

r m
an

n
ed

 lau
n
ch

es 
h
as b

een
 In

 m
ath

b
alls fo

r 
tw

o
 o

r th
ree y

ears. 
• 

It a
p
p
e
a
rs th

a
t th

re
e
 

large boosters, tw
ice the size 

o
f U

.S
. S

atu
rn

 
V

 
rockets, 

h
av

e b
lo

w
n
 u

p
. 

• 
U

.S
. specialists believe 

th
e
 S

o
v

ie
ts' d

e
c
isio

n
 to

 
em

p
h
asize b

u
ild

in
g
 larg

e  

"b
ru

te fo
rce" ro

ck
ets h

as 
cau

sed
 th

em
 p

ro
b

lem
s b

e-
c
a
u

se
 su

c
h

 la
rg

e
 ro

c
k

e
ts 

w
o

n
t w

o
rk

 fo
r m

a
n

n
e
d

 
lu

n
ar m

issio
n

s. 
• T

he S
oviet 

sm
all satel-

lite lau
n

ch
 p

ro
g

ram
 is still 

activ
e an

d
 am

b
itio

u
s b

u
t 

ap
p

ears to
 b

e sev
eral y

ears 
b
eh

in
d
 th

e U
n
ited

 S
tates in

 
payloads. 

T
he C

IA
 officials Indicat-

ed
 th

eir b
elief th

at reliab
le 

satellite reco
n

n
aissan

ce –
,- 

pabilitles are essential to the 
S

A
L

T
 (strategic arm

s lim
ita-

tion) agreem
ents. 

O
n
 th

e su
b
ject o

f recen
t 

p
ress an

d
 co

n
g
ressio

n
al in

-
vestigations of the C

IA
, the 

o
fficial said

 th
at "B

B
 p

er 
cen

t" o
f p

u
b

lic d
isclo

su
res 

w
ere h

an
d
ed

 to
 C

o
n
g
ress 

"o
n
 a silv

er p
latter" b

y
 th

e 
C

IA
 a

s a
 re

su
lt o

f th
e
 

ag
en

cy
's in

tern
al stu

d
y
 o

f 
abuses begun in 1873. T

hat 
study resulted In a 693-page 
rep

o
rt w

ritten
 b

efo
re th

e 
first new

s S
tories appeared. 

-they said. 
T

h
e o

fficials criticized
  

press reporting of C
IA

 activ-
ities as containing m

uch m
is• 

in
fo

rm
a
tio

n
 a

n
d
 w

 e
re

 
b

itter ab
o

u
t th

o
se w

h
o

 d
ig

. 
clo

se n
am

es o
f C

IA
 em

-
ployees and endanger lives. 
T

h
ey

 said
 th

at fo
rm

er C
IA

 
dangered m

any persons and 
"ru

in
ed

 m
an

y
 fin

e careers" 
by nam

ing nam
es. 

T
h
ey

 p
o
in

ted
 to

 th
e k

ill-
in

g
 o

f C
IA

 sta
tio

n
 c

h
ie

f 
R

ichard W
elch in A

thens R
D

 

an exam
ple of w

hat can hap-
p

e
n

 if C
IA

 e
m

p
lo

y
e
e
s' 

id
en

tities are rev
ealed

. 
B

u
t th

e
y
 sa

id
 th

a
t th

e
 

disclosures and controversy 
about the C

IA
 have not hurt 

agency recruitm
ent.. 

D
e
c
e
m

b
e
r  a

p
p

lic
a
-

tio
n
s w

ere u
p
 2

2
 p

er cen
t, 

th
ey

 said
. Jan

u
ary

 ap
p
lica-

tio
n

s w
ere d

o
w

n
 3

 p
er cen

t 
fro

m
 a

 y
e
a
r e

a
rlie

r, b
u

t 
- quality has not suffered and 
th

e
 C

IA
 is In

 a
 "1

0
0

 p
e
r 

cen
t b

u
y
er's m

ark
et" p

o
si-

tio
n

, th
e C

IA
 o

fficials said
. 
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