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I think I told you 	reading Lieu]. Sheeluul's A Bright and Shining Lie, about 
our adventures in Vietnam, alth,aah it i.; a biography of John l'aul Vann. 

/40 made a ociiy of cage 415 for you. It did 't copy completely bzt what want to 
call to your attneion is clner en.,ugh 

Hu refer:; to tme creation of the American ''rieirvin of the 04 ddle East and indi-
cates that was in 1947 or 194d. He also says it was financed by the CIA. 

It thus has to have been onetkax of the CIA's first such projects and I think 
it is interesting ghat so early in it:; existence it was clandestinely anti-iaccal 
Israel. 

The extent of the CIA's control in indicated on 496-7: it could and it did 
fire the pedophile who'd organized it. 

At that time, when it wan organized, Truman hud just established the CIA. 
was that new. And some in it were already so antifIsrael they got the first such outfit 
0 the first major organization to loboy for the Arab cause")esYablished and they continued to finance it.Th.: tine frame for 496 is the A.A.J years. 

I an not sugz:esting tot the CIA was doing 'Iruman's bidding and I doubt he was 
aware of this or most such p0Oeets. 

I thick thin does say something about the CIA. 
Befit, 

,r.,,r4W-0.151."7,N7,1,4SPA:S. 	n vin. 
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F

' 
liked trucks and buses best and w

ould pick a big bus out of the traffic. 
O

ne evening in the fall of 1918 w
hen they had been friends about a 

year, C
rutchfield carne by to pick up John. H

e w
as w

aiting on the porch. 
C

rutchfield could hear M
yrtle inside the house scream

ing obscenities at 
F

rank V
ann. "L

et's get out of here," John said. "S
he's raising hell." 

H
e told C

rutchfield that he w
as in despair. H

e couldn't stand living 
at hom

e any longer. H
e didn't know

 w
hat to do. H

e w
as thinking of 

running aw
ay. It seem

ed to be the only alternative. C
rutchfield had seen 

enough to be convinced that John w
ould run aw

ay, and if he did there 
w

as no know
ing w

hat w
ould happen to him

. E
ven if he did not run 

aw
ay, C

rutchfield thought, the anger that M
yrtle kept building w

ithin 
him

 w
ould sooner or later burst out in self-destructive acts that w

ould 
get him

 into trouble w
ith the law

. A
 young m

inister had taken over the 
M

ethodist church to w
hich C

rutchfield and his fam
ily belonged. H

e w
as 

stirring the w
hole congregation w

ith his energy and ideas. C
rutchfield 

took John to see him
. 

T
he m

inister's nam
e w

as G
arland E

vans H
opkins. H

e w
as a m

an of 
charism

a and contradictions, and he becam
e the closest figure to a father 

V
ann ever knew

. H
opkins w

as a scion of one of those antique V
irginia 

fam
ilies—

the E
vanses on his m

other's side—
w

ho w
ere rich in pedigree 

and short in coin. H
e saw

 him
self as an aristocratic cham

pion of the 
dow

ntrodden. H
e w

as to attain a reputation of sorts before his prem
ature 

death tw
enty-seven years later. T

he M
ethodist C

hurch sent him
 to P

al-
estine in 1947 to assess the conflict betw

een the P
alestinian A

rabs and 
the Z

ionist Jew
s w

ho w
ere creating the state of Israel. H

opkins cam
e 

aw
ay from

 the experience convinced that the victim
s of H

itler's H
olo-

caust w
ere in turn victim

izing the P
alestinian A

rabs. H
e becam

e the 
principal A

m
erican advocate of P

alestinian rights in a period w
hen it 

w
as fashionable to sym

pathize only w
ith Israel and built the first m

ajor 
organization to lobby for the A

rab cause and to prom
ote relations w

ith 
the A

rab states--the A
m

erican F
riends of the M

iddle E
ast. T

he C
IA

 
clandestinely financed the organization but H

opkins ran it. 

W
hen G

ene C
rutchfield brought his troubled friend to H

opkins in 
1938, H

opkins w
as tw

enty-four years old and in charge of L
eK

ies M
em

-
orial, the M

ethodist church in the A
tlantic C

ity neighborhood. H
e had 

taken over the parish the year before and w
ore a m

ustache to try to 
m

ake him
self look older. It com

plem
ented his horn-rim

m
ed glasses and 

added a bit of distinction to an otherw
ise unim

pressive m
edium

 height 
and build. H

opkins's father and grandfather had been M
ethodist m

in- 

Y4-7-  I-//6 
asters, b

u
t trad

itio
n
 w

as n
o
t th

e reaso
n
 h

e h
ad

 d
ro

p
p
ed

 o
u
t o

f law
 school 

and entered the m
inistry. H

e had been attracted by the ideas then being 
prom

oted w
ithin the M

ethodist C
hurch in V

irginia. T
hey w

ere ideas of 
the kind that are now

 taken for granted in A
m

erican life—
nutrition and 

w
elfare support for dependent children; free m

edical care for the im
-

poverished and the aged; the right of w
orkers to organize a union, to 

receive a m
inim

um
 w

age, to strike; interracial cooperation. In the V
ir-

ginia of H
opkins's youth all of these ideas w

ere new
 and "liberal," and 

they w
ere radical w

here labor and race w
ere concerned. H

is first as-
signm

ent in the m
inistry had been as social-w

ork director at a church 
in a R

ichm
ond slum

 w
hich w

as being used as a center to experim
ent 

w
ith relief and w

elfare program
s. H

e had then been sent to L
eK

ies to 
put his experience to w

ork in A
tlantic C

ity. 
T

he D
epression had fostered receptivity to change at the low

er level 
in the urban S

outh. T
he w

orking-class congregations of the period liked 
having a m

inister w
ho w

as "progressive." T
he content of H

opkins's 
serm

ons w
as not the only innovation that had m

ade him
 so popular at 

L
eK

ies. H
is dynam

ism
 suffused every aspect of church life from

 w
orship 

to sodal w
ork, and he led in w

hatever he did. T
he choir im

proved, 
because H

opkins w
as an accom

plished pianist and taught its m
em

bers 
to sing better. T

he church did not have a B
oy S

cout troop, and so he 
started one, m

ade him
self the scoutm

aster, took the boys on cam
ping 

trips, and joined them
 in earning m

erit badges for lifesaving and other 
skills. H

e told terrifying ghost stories around the cam
pfire. T

he boys 
w

ere as enthusiastic about him
 as their parents w

ere. 
It is apparent from

 w
hat C

rutchfield saw
 and from

 the subsequent 
relationship betw

een H
opkins and V

ann that the fourteen-year-old boy 
unburdened him

self to the young m
inister as he had not done to any 

other m
an. C

rutchfield had been struck by the high intelligence V
ann 

displayed in understanding the relationship betw
een M

yrtle and F
rank 

V
ann and w

anting to break free. A
nother boy caught in his predicam

ent 
m

ight not have been able to perceive the source of his troubles so clearly. 
H

opkins saw
 that this w

as not only a boy w
ho w

anted to be rescued, 
but one w

hom
 it w

ould be particularly sad to lose. In a letter w
ritten 

not long after they m
et he spoke of w

hat "an exceptionally bright boy" 
V

ann w
as. H

e brought V
ann into his congregation tow

ard the end of 
1938 by having him

 join eleven other young people and adults w
ho stood 

up at a S
unday service and professed C

hristian faith. H
opkins also 

persuaded him
 to enter the L

eK
ies B

oy S
cout troop. V

ann's troubles 
had led him

 to drop out of the first troop he had joined at his gram
m

ar 
school. 
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hom
e to tell M

ary Jane: "I w
ill never live w

ith you again." M
axw

ell 
T

aylor, w
ho had resigned the chairm

anship of the Joint C
hiefs of S

taff 
in m

id-1964 to replace L
odge as the am

bassador in S
aigon, vetoed the 

appointm
ent. A

 cable from
 the em

bassy inform
ed A

ID
 that V

ann w
as 

"too controversial." V
ann offered to go as a sim

ple province pacification 
representative. T

he em
bassy replied that V

ann w
as not w

anted in any 
capacity. H

e said that he w
ould go to T

hailand, w
here a m

inor insur-
gency w

as then underw
ay, if he couldn't go to V

ietnam
. T

he officials at 
the F

ar E
ast B

ureau said they w
ould think about his offer. 

M
ary

 Jan
e realized

 th
at h

e h
ad

 to
 retu

rn
 to

 V
ietn

am
 fo

r h
is o

w
n
 

survival. S
he had never seen him

 as despondent as he becam
e during 

th
e w

in
ter o

f 1
9
6
4
-6

5
. H

e "to
o
k
 to

 th
e b

ed
," as th

e o
ld

 S
o
u
th

ern
 

expression has it. H
e lay on the couch in the living room

 for hours at 
night and on w

eekends, staring at nothing. H
e no longer w

alked the 
w

ay her John had alw
ays done, sw

inging a leg forw
ard as he strode into 

life. H
e w

alked m
ore slow

ly that w
inter and let his head droop. H

e w
as, 

she could see, losing his self-respect and his faith in him
self. 

A
s usual, he did not give up entirety. H

e appealed to L
odge and Y

ork 
to intervene for him

. H
e persuaded the officials at the F

ar E
ast B

ureau 
to

 ask
 T

ay
lo

r to
 reco

n
sid

er. H
e ev

en
 w

ro
te T

ay
lo

r a frien
d

ly
 letter 

describing his efforts to m
aintain public support for the w

ar w
ith his 

lectures and interview
s on V

ietnam
. 

H
e w

as rescued by a fellow
 V

irginian w
ho adm

ired him
—

the S
am

 
W

ilson w
ho had heard C

hurchill's voice over the farm
house radio in 

5940 defying the N
azis and w

alked seven m
iles through the rain to join 

the N
ational G

uard. T
w

enty-five years later W
ilson w

as an A
rm

y colonel 
in V

ietnam
, detailed to A

ID
 as chief of its pacification program

. H
e 

had been L
ansdale's assistant at the P

entagon during V
ann's briefing 

cam
paign there in 1963. W

ilson had been am
azed then by the brilliance 

of V
ann's critique, and the tw

o m
en had im

m
ediately liked each other. 

H
e did not learn V

ann w
as attem

pting to return to V
ietnam

 until be 
saw

 a copy of the m
essage from

 the F
ar E

ast B
ureau asking T

aylor to 
reconsider. W

ilson w
ent to T

aylor and said they could not afford to 
reject a m

an of V
ann's qualities. T

aylor relented. V
ann could com

e as 
an ordinary province pacification officer. 

V
ann had a cruel encounter w

ith his youth just before he left. W
hile 

in W
ashington in F

ebruary and M
arch for three w

eeks of processing 
and orientation lectures at A

ID
 headquarters, he stayed w

ith G
arland 

H
opkins at H

opkins's house in the V
irginia suburb of M

cL
ean. H

opkins 
had been destroyed by his pedophilia. T

he C
IA

 had fired him
 as head 

of the A
m

erican F
riends of the M

iddle E
ast, the pro-A

rab lobby that 

A
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he had built and that the C
IA

 secretly funded, H
e had then been dis-

m
issed as pastor of a prom

inent church in A
rlington and also rem

oved 
from

 the V
ir 	 'M

a C
onference of M

ethodist m
inisters, in w

hich his father 
and grandfather had held honored places. H

is w
ife had divorced him

 
because he had taken to beating her and their youngest son under the 
stress of his disgrace. H

e still could not control his obsession and m
o-

lested som
e boys in his neighborhood. T

he parents com
plained to the 

police, and this tim
e he w

as going to be prosecuted. H
e could not bear 

the sham
e. H

e w
rote out his w

ill and an obituary listing his accom
plish-

m
ents. H

e also w
rote a note to V

ann, and then he took a rat poison 
containing strychnine, inflicting a painful death on him

self—
strychnine 

kills w
ith convulsions. V

ann found H
opkins's body w

hen he returned 
to the house on a S

unday night. T
he note asked V

ann to distribute the 
obituary to the new

spapers, listed fam
ily m

em
bers and friends for V

ann 
to

 n
o
tify

, an
d
 also

 ask
ed

 h
im

 to
 see to

 it th
at H

o
p
k
in

s's b
o
d
y
 w

as 
crem

ated. V
ann called the police and then did as his boyhood m

entor 
asked. "L

et these few
 chores be a last token of our long and splendid 

friendship," the note said. T
he horror of it m

ade V
ann m

ore eager than 
ever to be gone. 

M
artin M

arietta put him
 on a leave of absence, because his A

ID
 

appointm
ent w

as a tem
porary one. W

ashington did not expect the w
ar 

to last long. H
is conscience w

as clear about M
ary Jane and the children. 

H
e had them

 settled in the house in L
ittleton, and his contract w

ith 
A

ID
 entitled him

 to fly hom
e once a year at governm

ent expense to 
visit them

 for thirty days. 
H

e took the P
an A

m
erican jet w

est out of S
an F

rancisco along the 
route that the nation had follow

ed into A
sia in the previous century—

to H
onolulu, to G

uam
, then to M

anila, and then on to S
aigon, this new

 
and contested place. S

hortly after 1 r:oo A
.M

. on S
aturday, M

arch 
2

0
, 

1965, his plane circled high over the city and then banked dow
n sharply 

to the runw
ay at T

an S
on N

hut to avoid the guerrilla snipers w
ho w

ere 
now

 all around S
aigon. H

e w
alked out of the air-conditioned cabin and 

dow
n the ram

p into the heat and hum
idity, w

hich w
ere at their w

orst 
just before the m

onsoon season. T
he discom

fort felt good to him
. H

e 
had been gone alm

ost tw
o years—

tw
enty-three m

onths and tw
o w

eeks. 
H

e w
ould never be aw

ay from
 the w

ar that long again. H
e w

as back in 
V

ietnam
, w

here he belonged. 


