
r, 

N
a
tio

n
/W

o
rld

  

B
u

sh
 asked

 H
o

n
d

u
ras to

 aid
 C

o
n

tras 
W

A
SH

IN
G

T
O

N
 (A

P) - A
 docum

ent in the 
hands of Iran-C

ontra prosecutors indicates 
G

eorge B
ush asked President Jose A

zcona 
H

oyo of H
onduras in 1986 to help secretly 

m
ove guns to the N

icaraguan C
ontras, and 

a
ssu

re
d

 h
im

 "it c
a
n
 b

e
 d

o
n

e
 w

ith
 

deniability." 
It has been know

n that then-P
resident 

R
eagan m

ade his vice president an em
issary 

to H
onduras in 1985 and 1986. B

ut w
hat 

hasn't been know
n is that M

r. B
ush's m

is-
sion in 1986 w

as specifically to get M
r. 

A
zcona to "assure a supplied front" that  

allo
w

ed
 m

ilitary
 eq

u
ip

m
en

t an
d

 o
th

er 
m

ateriel to reach the U
.S

.-backed C
ontras 

in their battle w
ith the leftist N

icaraguan 
governm

ent. 
T

hat m
essage w

as w
ritten on a note card 

titled "S
pecial T

alking P
oints-A

zcona" 
su

m
m

arizin
g

 th
e in

stru
ctio

n
s R

eag
an

 
adm

inistration officials gave M
r. B

ush. 
T

he m
em

o show
s that M

r. B
ush, w

ho has 
publicly m

aintained he w
as "out of the loop" 

for all of the Iran-C
ontra scandal, w

as deeply 
involved in the R

eagan adm
inistration's 

effort to find secret w
ays to help the C

ontras  

m
ilitarily after C

ongress banned such help. 
Iran-C

ontra prosecutors have had the 
docum

ent for years and questioned M
r. 

B
ush about it extensively w

hen they took his 
sw

orn deposition on Jan. 11, 1988. B
ut its 

existence w
as not know

n publicly until M
r. 

B
ush released a transcript of the deposition 

five days before he left office. 
A

t the tim
e of M

r. B
ush's m

eeting w
ith 

M
r. A

zcona, C
ongress had banned U

.S
. 

m
ilitary aid to the N

icaraguan rebels. B
ut it 

w
as later learned that W

hite H
ouse aide 

O
liver N

orth had been operating a clandes- 

w
ith

 secret n
etw

o
rk 

tine arm
s pipeline to the C

ontras through 
H

o
n

d
u

ras - a k
ey

 elem
en

t o
f th

e Iran
-

C
ontra scandal. 
M

r. B
ush has denied know

ing about M
r. 

N
orth's resupply operation until it w

as 
exposed. A

nd the docum
ent w

hich cam
e to 

light this m
onth does not contradict him

. 
In

 th
e d

ep
o
sitio

n
, p

ro
secu

to
rs q

u
o
te 

directly from
 the card. 

"W
e, President R

eagan and I, hope w
e can 

w
ork very quietly and discreetly w

ith you. It 
(the resupply netw

ork) can be done w
ith 

deniability," the card said. 

M
r. B

ush told prosecutors that he didn't 
recall th

e card
 w

ith
 th

e talk
in

g
 p

o
in

ts, 
although "I can't deny I received" it. 

H
e said he had several conversations w

ith 
M

r. A
zcona during the trip to H

onduras, and 
acknow

ledged that he could have discussed 
resupplying the C

ontras. 
H

e also defended the m
essage he w

as to 
deliver. 

"I don't think that I should be prohibited 
from

 telling a guy that I'd like to see him
 

help som
ebody else," M

r. B
ush told inves-

tigators. 
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