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A
 special three-judge panel of the 

U
.S. C

ourt of A
ppeals has delayed 

for at least tw
o m

onths a decision 
on m

aking public the controversial 
final report of Iran-contra prosecu-
tor L

aw
rence E

. W
alsh, according 

to inform
ed sources. 

T
he unexpected action, taken in 

response to sealed m
otions by law

-
yers for form

er president R
onald 

R
eagan and others, raises the pos-

sibility that parts or all of the 700-
page docum

ent m
ay eventually be 

suppressed, sources said. 
N

either W
alsh nor R

eagan's at-
torney, T

heodore B
. O

lson, w
ould 

com
m

ent yesterday on the m
atter. 

U
nder the procedures adopted by 

the special panel, legal m
aneuver-

ing associated w
ith the report is 

being kept secret and law
yers are 

forbidden to discuss the report pub-
licly under threat of being found in 
contem

pt of court. 
T

his latest turn in the nearly sev-
en-year-old investigation into the 
w

orst scandal of the R
eagan adm

in-
istration stem

s from
 anger being 

voiced by som
e individuals at the 

w
ay

 th
ey

 are m
en

tio
n
ed

 in
 th

e 
W

alsh report. T
he court has per-

m
itted them

 or their law
yers to 

read sections relating to them
selves 

or their clients. 
R

esponses w
ere originally due on 

O
ct. 4, sources said. B

ut under the  

decision m
ade last w

eek by the spe-
cial three-judge panel, m

otions or 
other responses to the panel w

ill 
now

 be due in early D
ecem

ber, the 
sources said. 

U
nder provisions of the indepen-

dent counsel law
, W

alsh is required 
to produce a detailed report about 
his investigation before the term

i-
nation of his office. W

alsh filed the 
report w

ith the special panel of ap-
pellate judges on A

ug. 6. A
lthough 

his operation w
as closed in A

ugust, 
he rem

ains as independent counsel 
until his report is released. 

W
alsh said yesterday he could 

not describe w
hat role he has, if 

an
y
, in

 th
e cu

rren
t co

n
tro

v
ersy

 
over the report. 

S
everal persons w

ho have read 
sections of the report involving 
th

em
 o

r th
eir clien

ts u
n
d
er th

e 
tightly controlled rules of the spe-
cial p

an
el said

 th
at rep

u
tatio

n
s 

could be harm
ed by the report as 

w
ritten. "W

alsh shouldn't be per-
m

itted to destroy the character of a 
person w

ithout a prosecution," one 
source said. 

S
ealed m

otions to delete m
ate-

rial; add rebuttals or supress the 
report m

ay be filed in the next 
tw

o m
onths, according to at least 

tw
o law

yers involved in the m
at-

ter. 
N

ew
s about the special panel's 

decision w
as first reported yester-

day by the A
ssociated Press. 


