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 D
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G
O
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A
 crack dealer w

ho 
tried to get his drug conviction overturned by 
claim

ing the C
IA

 w
as involved in cocaine dealing 

for the benefit of N
icaraguan contra rebels has 

been sentenced to life in prison. 
"Freew

ay" R
icky R

oss w
as convicted in M

arch 
of buying 220 pounds of cocaine' for $169,000 
from

 O
scar D

anilo B
landon, a form

er narcotics 
trafficker and federal drug inform

ant w
ho sym

pa-
thized w

ith the contras. 
D

efense attorney A
lan F

enster tried to use the 
issue of alleged C

IA
 involvem

ent in contra crack 
dealing during the 1980s as a reason U

.S. D
istrict 

Judge M
arilyn L

. H
uff should set aside R

oss's con-
viction. 

B
ut the judge refused and on T

uesday handed 
dow

n the life sentence, w
hich w

as m
andatory be-

cause of tw
o prior convictions. Sentencing w

as 
originally set for Sept. 13, but the judge delayed it 
to study the C

IA
 allegations. 

"T
he conduct of R

oss [and tw
o accom

plices] 
. . . is not excused by any so-called tenuous ties to 
the C

IA
," H

uff said before the sentencing. 
"It does not give them

 a free pass the rest of 
their lives to further addict people because of som

e-
thing that m

ay have happened in the early 1980s." 
A

ssistan
t U

.S
. A

ttorn
ey L

.J. O
'N

eale, w
h

o 
prosecuted B

landon and then used him
 to testify 

against R
oss, said T

uesday there w
as no evidence 

of a C
IA

-drug connection. 
"It's all been around for years, this supposed 

link. T
here never w

as any such link," O
'N

eale 
said. 

R
oss, 36, w

as arrested M
arch 2, 1994, in sub-

urban N
ational C

ity. T
he tw

o accom
plices also 

w
ere convicted and w

ere sentenced T
uesday to 

lesser term
s. 

R
oss earned his nicknam

e by selling drugs at in-
terstate highw

ay ram
ps in L

os A
ngeles, then w

ent 
on to build a coast-to-coast cocaine em

pire that sold 
m

ore than half a m
illion nuggets of crack a day. 

"I said from
 the beginning I felt w

hat I did w
as 

w
rong," he told the judge T

uesday. 
In a Septem

ber hearing, F
enster cited a series 

of stories in the San Jose M
ercury N

ew
s as "com

-
pelling docum

entation" that the C
IA

 w
as involved 

in drug trafficking by N
icaraguans. 

T
he C

IA
 has said it found no evidence to sup-

port the allegations. T
he W

ashington P
ost and 

other new
spapers have published stories challeng-

ing the San Jose paper's conclusions. 


