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T
he C

IA
's inspector general is 

investigating claim
s that U

.S. intel-
ligence agencies w

ere involved in 
ill4gal arm

s shipm
ents and drug 

snaqggling at an isolated airstrip in 
W

ee, A
rk., during the years B

ill 
C

linton w
as governor. 

spokesm
an for the C

IA
 said In-

spector G
eneral F

rederick P
. H

itz 
is pre

; paring a report on allegations 
that the C

IA
 w

as involved in arm
s 

shipm
ents from

 M
ena to the N

ica-
raguan rebels during the 1980s, 
and that pilots hired by the agency  

brought back large shipm
ents of co-

caine. 
C

IA
 spokesm

an M
ark M

ansfield 
said the inspector general w

ill re-
port on possible contacts betw

een 
the agency and A

rkansas state offi-
cials during the 1980s. H

is report 
also w

ill deal w
ith allegations that 

the C
IA

 attem
pted to influence or 

curtail law
 enforcem

ent investiga-
tions of M

ena. 
H

itz w
as asked to investigate the 

M
ena airport by C

IA
 D

irector John 
M

. D
eutch, w

ho w
as acting on a re-

quest from
 H

ouse B
anking C

om
-

m
ittee C

hairm
an Jim

 L
each (R

-Io-
w

a). L
each's panel is looking into  

th
e p

ossib
le lau

n
d

erin
g of d

ru
g 

m
oney generated at M

ena. 
L

each's B
anking C

om
m

ittee staff 
has been looking a variety of claim

s 
about M

ena em
anating from

 a col-
lection of A

rkansas law
 enforce-

m
ent officials and various figures 

operating in the shadow
y nether-

w
orld on contract w

ith intelligence 
agencies. 

O
ne congressional investigator 

likened sorting through the allega-
tions to being trapped in "a hall of 
m

irrors." 
C

on
gression

al sou
rces said

 
L

each m
ade the request to the C

IA
 

about six m
onths ago and expects a  

report from
 H

itz in late sum
m

er or 
early fall. 

T
he latest M

ena claim
s are con-

tained in "B
oy C

linton," a book by 
A

m
erican Spectator E

ditor R
. E

m
-

m
ett T

yrrell published this w
eek. 

In it, T
yrrell asserts that C

linton 
knew

 about C
IA

 operations and co-
caine sm

uggling at M
ena. 

H
e cites as  sources A

rkansas 
state troopers, including one on the 
governor's security detail w

ho says 
he w

as also a contract em
ployee for 

the C
IA

 during the m
id-1980s and 

inform
ed C

linton of w
hat w

as going 
on at M

ena. 
C

linton has said he had nothing 
to do w

ith any activities at M
ena. 

"M
ena is the darkest backw

ater of 
the right w

ing conspiracy industry," 
said W

hite H
ouse spokesm

an M
ark 

Fabiani. `T
he allegations are as bi-

zarre as they are false." 
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