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W
hat R

eagan C
ould SayA

bout N
orth 

R
onald R

eagan's disdain for big governm
ent is 

w
ell know

n. H
e loathes it. A

side from
 anticom

m
u-

nism
, antipathy for governm

ent w
as about the sum

 
and substance of his political ideology. N

ow
, a bit 

m
ore than five years after R

eagan left the O
val 

O
ffice, he is about to stile his biggest blow

 against 
governm

ent yet. H
e's determ

ined to rem
ain silent on 

O
liver N

orth. 
N

orth is the bem
edaled prevaricator running for 

the S
enate from

 V
irginia. G

iven that N
orth w

as 
convicted of shredding evidence, accepting an illegal 
gratuity and—

m
ost im

portant—
lying to C

ongress, 
his candidacy is hire an atheist bidding to be pope. 
N

orth is a free and rich m
an today by dint of legal 

legerdem
ain—

a technical appeal that, in other cases, 
has people like him

 up in arm
s about A

C
L

U
 law

yers 
and daffy judges. 

H
ad N

orth lim
ited his lying to C

ongress, m
ost 

A
m

ericans m
ight consider this a brouhaha of no 

concern to them
. B

ut a group of form
er R

eagan and 
B

ush adm
inistration officials is as exercised about 

N
orth as are m

em
bers of C

ongress. H
is candidacy is 

opposed by G
eorge Shultz, A

lexander H
aig, C

aspar 
W

einberger, E
dw

in M
eese III and Frank C

arlucci. 
E

ven N
orth's old Iran-contra com

padre, retired G
en. 

John Singlaub, has blasted him
. T

heir grievances: 
N

orth som
etim

es does not know
 the truth or prefers 

not to speak it Specifically, they charge that N
orth 

em
bellished his role in R

eagan's W
hite H

ouse, exag-
gerated his relationship w

ith the president and lied 
w

hen he fingered R
eagan as the brains behind 

Iran-contra. 
M

uch of the R
eagan loyalists' case against N

orth 
w

as laid out in the June 1993 R
eader's D

igest T
he 

conservative publication caught N
orth saying he w

as 
w

ith R
eagan w

hen others say he w
asn't and taking  

credit for decisions he had no part in. E
ven N

orth's 
vaunted $13,800 security fence for his suburban 
V

irginia hom
e—

erected in a harrum
ph of justification 

after a purported death threat—
m

akes som
e form

er 
officials apoplectic. R

etired A
ir Force G

en. R
ichard 

Secord, no liberal by any m
eans, told the D

igest that 
N

orth knew
 w

ell that he should never have accepted 
the fence. "Y

ou go over those rules all the tim
e," he 

said 'T
hey are very w

ell know
n." T

his w
as not 

"H
um

or in U
niform

." 
N

orth has an answ
er for every charge. So brim

-
m

ing is he w
ith cinem

atic vainglory, so certain is he 
that he alone stood betw

een the aw
ful S

andinistas 
and the children, orphans and occasional virgins of 
m

iddle A
m

erica, that his delivery is faultless. H
e is 

Jim
m

y Stew
art in "M

r. Sm
ith G

oes to W
ashington," 

John W
ayne in a zillion w

ar m
ovies or, if you w

ill, G
. 

G
ordon L

iddy back w
hen L

iddy w
as a m

ere sociopath 
and not a talk radio personality. In the tradition of the 
M

arines, N
orth could certainly take a hill, but w

hat 
he w

ould do w
ith H

erm
ann R

orschach's ink blots is 
another m

atter. 
T

he m
en now

 allied against N
orth could stock a 

w
hole adm

inistration—
and, in fact, they once did. 

Som
e are not connected w

ith V
irginia. T

hey evident-
ly feel so strongly about N

orth that they have 
injected them

selves into the sort of intraparty strug-
gle w

here they w
ould be expected to stay neutraL

 
S

till, their statem
ents about N

orth's honesty and 
judgm

ent have a w
ho-struck-John quality  to them

—
their w

ord against his, insufficient to snap N
orth's 

fans out of their delirium
. W

hat's needed in the 
political equivalent of C

ecil B
. D

e M
ille's voice in one 

of his biblical film
 epochs: a w

ord from
 an unques-

tioned authority. 
It's R

eagan w
ho could polish off N

orth. T
he form

er  

M
arine once claim

ed that he w
as w

ith his president in 
the W

hite H
ouse's living quarters w

hen the m
edical 

students evacuated from
 G

renada cam
e back to the 

U
nited States. N

orth told friends that R
eagan put his 

arm
s around him

 and said, "I told you not to w
orry. 

Y
ou can trust A

m
ericans." G

ood story—
except R

ea-
gan's press secretary, M

arlin Fitzw
ater, said N

orth 
w

as not w
ith the president that day. N

orth told the 
D

igest he w
ill not now

 com
m

ent on the story. 
B

ut R
eagan could. T

he form
er president, though, 

w
ill say nothing. H

e abides by the R
epublican Party's 

so-called 11th C
om

m
andm

ent—
"Thou shall not speak 

ID
 of a fellow

 R
epublican." T

his raises an interesting 
question: W

hat's m
ore im

portant—
the silly 11th C

om
-

m
andm

ent or the possibility that a convicted liar w
ill 

becom
e a U

nited States senator? (T
m

 ignoring the 
reversal on appeal, as conservatives have so instructed 
over the years.) Is R

eagan's first loyalty to his country 
or his party? A

pparently, it's to his party—
not, m

ind 
you, that a N

orth prim
ary victory w

ould do the G
O

P 
m

uch good. H
e m

ay be the one guy w
ho could lose to 

C
huck R

obb, the D
em

ocratic incum
bent 

A
 w

ord from
 the ex-president w

ould m
ake even 

N
orth's m

ost fervent supporters pause and think. 
R

eagan could point out, for instance, that w
hile 

N
orth has said he m

et tw
ice a w

eek w
ith him

, W
hite 

H
ouse logs put the grand total at only 19 m

eet-
ings—

and then others w
ere alw

ays present. R
eagan 

could do both his party and his country a service by 
speaking up. (N

orth's prim
ary opponent, Jam

es 
M

iller, is a good guy.) 
M

ay I suggest that R
eagan ignore the 11th 

C
om

m
andm

ent and refer to the N
inth instead. It's 

the one about bearing false w
itness. H

is silence 
am

ounts to that. 


