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isclosure of Final Iran-C

ontra R
eport 

falq  
Ii r: 
	G

eorge L
ardner Jr. and W

aiter Pincus 
W

ashington Post Staff W
riters 

A
 special federal court pine' said yesterday 

that independent counsel 'L
aw

rence E
. W

alsh's 
final report on the Iran-contra scandal w

ill be 
m

ade public w
ith "m

inor" deletions, if any. 
T

he panel of three/appellate judges, w
ho ad-

m
inister; the independent counsel law

, m
ade the 

announcem
ent in a five-page ruling prom

pted by 
a m

otion for "full disclosure" m
ade last w

eek by 
several joum

alis *c and research organizations. 
,"[T

]he Iran-co tra investigation has been the 
A

occasion of m
a ive m

edia coverage and debate," 
the judges sand, adding that they considered it 
not only "appropriate" but also "in the public in-

:, terest that as full a disclosure as possible be 
m

ade." / 
' T

h,
,  scandal involved the R

eagan adm
inistra-

tion' 
tion'O

 covert arm
s-for-hostage deals w

ith Iran in 
the O

W
-1980s at a tim

e w
hen the U

.S. govern-
m

eant w
as trying to prevent other countries from

 
-ding the terrorist regim

e. T
he scandal m

ush-
M

onied in late N
ovem

ber 1986 w
hen the W

hite 
H

ouse announced that profits from
 the w

eapons 
sales had been channeled to help arm

 the contra 
rebels in N

icaragua, violating a congressional 
„; prohibition against U

.S. rnilitarV
, assistance to 

the rebels. 

W
alsh initially investigated the illegal diver-

sions and then concentrated on w
hat he de-

scribed as a conspiracy at the highest levels of 
governm

ent to hide the diversions and the arm
s 

sales from
 C

ongress and from
 W

alsh's ow
n in-

vestigators. T
he seven-year inquiry w

as sum
-

m
arily ended last D

ecem
ber w

hen P
resident 

G
eorge B

ush pardoned form
er defense secretary 

C
aspar W

. W
einberger and five other form

er 
officials involved in the affair. 

B
efore publishing W

alsh's report, the judges 
said there w

ould be a "slight delay" in the inter-
est of fairness so that a volum

e of com
m

ents and 
com

plaints by those "nam
ed" in the report could 

be printed and released at the sam
e tim

e as 
W

alsh's tw
o volum

es. 
T

he court said federal grand jury secrecy 
rules or som

e other statutory m
andate "m

ay re-
quire lim

ited deletions from
 the final report be-

fore its general release," but "w
e anticipate that 

these deletions, if any, w
ill be m

inor." 
Y

esterday w
as the deadline for the subm

ission 
of com

m
ents and any related m

otions. T
he court 

panel, com
posed of U

.S. C
ircuit Judges D

avid B
. 

S
entelle, John D

. B
utzner Jr. and Joseph T

. 
S

need, said it had "denied all requests" for fur-
ther extensions. 

A
m

ong the last filings in the m
atter to be 

m
ade public w

as a brief from
 the A

m
erican C

ivil 
L

iberties U
nion w

hose law
yers said they w

ere 
torn in tw

o directions. 
T

hey said "the A
C

L
U

 believes the public has a 
right to know

 w
hat its governm

ent is up to, es-
pecially w

hen it has engaged in m
isconduct." A

t 
the sam

e tim
e, they asked the court "to w

ithhold 
any portions . . .that specifically accuse =

in-
dicted individuals of crim

es or reach legal con-
clusions about the crim

inal guilt of any individ-
uals w

ho have not been convicted." 
Som

e of the individuals nam
ed in the report 

and their law
yers have been under instructions 

by the court to seal their m
otions and not discuss 

them
 w

ith the new
s m

edia. T
he m

otions m
ay 

require further closed court proceedings, m
uch 

as the one disclosed earlier this w
eek that lim

-
ited W

alsh's ability to add his ow
n com

m
ents to 

those that have been subm
itted for inclusion in 

the record. 
T

he m
otion for "full disclosure" w

as filed last 
w

eek by the Society of Professional Journalists, 
the R

eporters C
om

m
ittee for F

reedom
 of the 

Press and the N
ational Security A

rchive. B
ruce 

W
. S

anford, one of the law
yers for the group, 

called the court's ruling "a surprisingly strong 
recognition of the public interest" in as com

plete 
a disclosure as possible of the w

ork of indepen-
dent counsels. 


