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\8* ¥ The Clinton ad:mmstration yes-
rday rejected a challenge to its
idence that Iraq hatched an"at-
mpt to blow up former presndent

ination attempt prompted a June

retaliatory U.S. mxssnle attack on

Baghdad :

;- White House spokesman Donald
K Steinberg said the U.S. govern-
fhent had established “with certain-
ty” that Iraq planned to assassinate
Bush, who.led the alliance that

- drushed Iraqi forces in the 1991
Rersian Gulf War. Iraq has denied
ihvolvement in the alleged plot.

4 Journalist Seymour Hersh wrote
i the New Yorker magazine on sale

gesterday that the administration’s:

se against- Iragi leader Saddam
ussein was based on circumstan-
tEal evidence.

K

kness. he
‘that'a re-

’l’he most glanng: '
‘said, was the assert]

‘-mote-control fmng devnce found in

a Kuwaiti car:b¢mb had the same

“signature” as pre\nously recovered
Iraqi bombs, Hersh said he had con-
tacted seven' experts.in: electrical
engineering - and i bomb: “forensics
who said the remote control devices
shown in pictures. released by the
White House were. mass~produced
items that “had not beent modlf' ed in
any significant way.” :

But Steinberg said “a w1de body of
forensic ewdence led investigators:
to conclude Iragwas responsible for |
the plot. Other officials said the Unit-

ed States also had mtelhgence mfor- il

mation establishing:this. =~ -

The Navy fired 23" Tomahawk,,
missiles June 26 ‘at-the headquarters.
of Iragi intelligence in response to
what Clinton termed “compelling ev- |

" idence” that Iragicagents had plotted

to kill Bush at Saddam'’s command.




