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trocities O
ut of Iraq 

A  i "IA  if .1n 

t
o
 A

rl 
lbw

 of M
aterial Said to D

ocum
ent M

assacre of lens Q
4l4.of

K
sris 

• 
By Barton G

ellm
an 

and Jonathan C
. R

andal 
W

ashioitoo Past Staff W
riters 

• T
he U

.S. m
ilitary is preparing to 

airlift out of northern Iraq a volu-
m

inous archive of secret police files 
that docum

ent w
idespread atroc-

ities 
 ides against ethnic K

urds by the 
i'  . B

aghdad governm
ent, according to 

L  K
urdish and A

m
erican participants. 

A
n estim

ated 27 . tons of docu-
m

ents, videotapes and cassette re,. 
C

‘ordings, captured by ,K
urdish O

b.,
Jels from

 provincial police M
id secret 

service headquarters in adiprisint. 
last year, have been gathered along 
.. the T

urkish border and could de-
part for the U

nited States by w
ay of 

Incirlik A
ir B

ase in T
urkey as early 

as today, according to governm
ent 

and non-governm
ent sources. 

t• K
urdish officials and W

estern 
hum

an rights cam
paigners said the 

archive docum
ents the system

atic 
razing of villages and the torture 
and m

urder of tens of thousands of 
K

urds. T
he advocates said they 

hope to use the evidence in pros-
ecutions of responsible Iraqis, per-
haps under the 1948 U

nited N
a- 

tions convention on genocide, but it 
is unclear w

hether the Bush adm
in-

istration—
or any other*: govern-

p
en

t—
is in

terested
 in

 p
u

rsu
in

g 
such a trial. 

T
he principal brokers of the del-

icate operation appear to have been 
the N

ew
 Y

ork-based H
um

an R
ights 

W
atch, w

hich said it w
ill take tem

-. 
porary custody of the Iraqi archive, 
and the Senate F

oreign R
elations 

C
om

m
ittee, w

hich sent .a senior 
aide to negotiate w

ith K
urdish lead-

era and intervened repe4tr edly to 
secU

re 
U

.S
. m

ilitary 	
a  nsport 

through m
onths,  of interagency 

Bush adm
inistration disputes. 

C
om

m
ittee C

hairm
an :4laiborne 

Pell (D
-R

.I.), w
hose father, ..H

erbert 
Pell, w

as U
.S. representative to the 

w
ar crim

es com
m

ission that .'tollect-
ed evidence against N

azi G
erm

any, 
yesterday likened the Iraqi "slaugh-
ter of the K

urds" to the H
olocaust 

of the Jew
s during W

orld W
ar IL

 
"T

hese docum
ents . . . could w

ell 
support hauling Iraq before som

e 
in

tern
ation

al trib
u

n
al on

 th
e 

charges of crim
es against hum

anity 
or genocide," Pell said 

K
enneth R

oth, deputy director of 
H

um
an R

ights W
atch, said the corn-

p
rison

 to H
itler's G

erm
an

y ap
-

l'pears to be justified by the scale of 
•Ithe atrocities and the m

eticulous 
• detail of records about them

. 
• H

e said researcherA
vould spend 

m
onths "organizing, cataloguing and 

finicrofilm
ing the ,docum

ents" in an 
. effort that the L

ibrary:of C
ongress 

lestitnated w
ould cost • $5 m

illion. 
E

xactly w
hat w

ill becom
e of the 

'M
aterials appeared to be undecided 

yesterday. 
D

isclosure in Sunday's N
ew

 Y
ork 

fines at first appeared to im
peril 

the delicate enterpnse 
 

A
ndrew

 W
hitley, executive direr  

for of M
iddle- E

ast W
atch, said hi an 

interview
 early yesterday in north-

ern
 Iraq

 th
at th

e p
ressl rep

ort 
"could sabotage the w

hole opera-
tion." M

iddle East W
atch id part of 

H
um

an R
ights W

atch, an indepen-
dent m

onitoring group. 
T

w
o of four K

urdish parties hold-
ing the docum

ents—
the K

urdistan 
D

em
ocratic P

arty and the K
urdi-

stan Socialist P
arty—

im
m

ediately 
4 	

- 

su
ggested

th
ey m

igh
t th

h
old

te 
' filetfin their 

B
ut a third party, theitro 

U
n

ion
 of K

u
rd

istan
 led

1 
' 

T
alabani, the only party firm

ly com
-

m
itted

 to th
e op

eration
, b

egan
 

broadcasting radio and television 
reports citing the transfer of doc-
um

ents as evidence of the party's 
close U

.S
.' ties. T

h
e b

road
casts 

cam
e on the eve of elections sched-

uled for T
uesday in Iraqi K

urdistan. 
Political m

aneuvering aside, U
.S. 

m
ilitary officials feared that Iraq 

m
ight try to attack the K

urdish 
trucks that brought the archive to a 
staging area near the T

urkish bor-
.. der. B

ut the asseiobly w
as com

-
,pleted w

ithout incident late yester-
day and air transport to Incirlik w

as 
expected to begin shortly. 

L
ong-term

 options for the ninte-
rial, discussed in m

onths, of 
include deposit w

ith the ' N
atal 

A
rchives, the L

ibrary of C
onti*, 

H
um

an R
ights W

atch or a private 
foundation. 

G
ellm

an reported from
 W

ashington, 
R

andal fropiShaqlaw
it in

 
K

urdish-held northern Iraq. 


