ww Barton Gellman

w&uou&g C. Randal
" Washington Post Staff Writers

“The U.S. military is preparing to
...-:.En out of northern Iraq a volu-

- minous archive of secret police files. icate opetation appear to have been

§that document widespread atroc- - ¥

ities against ethnic Kurds by the ﬁ%ﬁdﬂaﬂn oot gw_ mﬁm
: Baghdad -government, according to pofary custody of the Iraqi archive
hE&E_ and American participants. '

istration-—or _any other™ govel
ment—is 588%& 5 uﬁmenm
such a trial.

els from provincial police and Snno ,Ea intervened re . tedly to .
service headquarters in 3% "US. Baﬁme “gransport .
slast year, have been gathe: ' - through - months: of inferagency

b Tarkion border nd could de.  Bush administration disputes
- part for the United States by way of - Committee Chairman Claibor
*Incirlik Air Base in Turkey as early ;
as today, according to government  Pell, was U.S. representatiye to th
-and non-government sources, ¢ - war criines commission that’collect-
" Kurdish officials and Western ed evidence against Nazi Germany, -
EB»: rights campaigners said the - yesterday likened the Iragi “slaugh-

archive documents the systematic  ter of the Kurds” to the Holocaust "

razing of villages and the torture of the Jews during World V Nar 11>
and murder of tens of thousands of “These documents . . . could well
Kurds. The advocates said they support hauling Iraq comed some

hope to use the evidence in pros- international tribunal @oa the .

ecutions of responsible Iraqis, per- - charges of crimes against r:B»EG
haps under the 1948 United Na- or moaooam... woz sad, i ¢
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©  is unclear whether the Bugh admin-:: Human Rights Waitch, said the com-
- parison’ to Hitler's. Germany ap-
enﬁ.m to be. ..:mnmmn by Ea mS_a of

-~ The principal brokers % Eo %_.

' and the Senate Foreign Relations.
© An estimated 27 tons of docu- o el T on 42 senor

wno—.&:n.. captured by NE.&%B e ..m.uaw to negotiate with Kurdish lead- %

Pell (D-R.1), whose father; Herbert’

Ma_onom_a_:m the .documents” in an
wm.oz that the Library. of Congress
n& would:‘éost am million.
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.. Talabani, anav.gmna_woeﬂ.

-mitted to~ the operation, began
broadcasting ' radio .and_ television
" reports citing the transfer of -doc-
.uments as evidence of the party’s
close U.S. ties. The broadcasts
came on the eve of eléctions sched-
uled for Tiesday in -Ba_ Kurdistan,
. .- Political maneuvering aside, U.S.
" military officials feared that Iraq
might try to attack the Kurdish
trucks that brought the archive to a
staging area near the Turkish bor-
..der. But the assembly was. com-

iréc-"_ % pleted without incident late yester-

- Two of four Kurdish parties hold-
m.Em the documents—the Kurdistan
“‘Democratic Party and the Kurdi-

- stan Socialist wglﬁ.amnsﬁoﬁ

~day and air transport to Incirlik was

_expected to begin shortly, - =
" ‘ern. Iraq that the. press. report - .
- “could ‘sabotage ‘the. whole ‘opera--
‘s._uo?.. Middie’ East' Watch is ‘part of
"~ Human Rights Watch, an 5%8:.

v .,Hu dent monitoring group.

Long-term options for the niate-
rial, discussed in months: of thiks,
include deposit with the: zunm!-_
-Archives, the Library of Congtéss,
- Human Rights Watch S, a E.%u»n
foundation. . -
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