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oves Closer to Crim

inal Investigation of Prewar 
• 

• 
Lee Angeles Tenn 

T
he H

ouse Judiciary C
om

m
ittee has asked 

President B
ush to provide docum

ents and w
it- ; 

nesses to explain his adm
inistration's prew

ar 
assistance to Iraq, m

oving a step doser to seek-
ing a crim

inal investigation of the policy and set- 
ting the stage for a political show

dow
n. 

A
m

ong the w
itnesses sought are W

hite H
ouse 

counsel C
. B

oyden G
ray and R

obert A
. .M

os-
bacher, form

er com
m

erce secretary and now
 

general chairm
an of the president's reelection 

cam
paign. T

he alteration of a C
om

m
erce D

e-
partm

ent docum
ent related to Iraq policy has 

been identified as a potential subject of crim
inal 

action. 
T

he com
m

ittee's request, in' a letter to the. 
W

hite H
ouse Friday, is a prelude to a com

m
ittee 

vote on w
hether to ask the attorney general to 

exam
ine the need for an independent counsel to 

investigate possible crim
es by adm

inistration 
officials. T

he vote could com
e by the end of the 

M
onth, according to congressional staffers. 	

• 
Judiciary C

hairm
an Jack B

rooks .(D
-T

ex.) said 
in his letter that the com

m
ittee w

ould proceed 
even if the adm

inistration refuses to cooperate. 
E

arlier this m
onth, senior D

em
ocrats told the 

• Judiciary C
om

m
ittee that the adm

inistration had 
blocked their attem

pts to get inform
ation and 

suggested that law
s m

ight have been broken in 
executing P

olicy tow
ard Iraq before it invaded 

IC
uw

ait in A
ugust 1990. 

A
t a new

s 'conference yesterday in R
io de Ja-

..neiro, w
here he w

as attending the E
arth. Sum

-
m

it,, President B
ush called the congressional in-

vestigation "a pure, political inquest" but added, 

"I.. • think there-is an  
unhealthy dose of politics 
involved."? 

—
Rep. H

enry J. H
yde (R-ED 

"
w

e' w
ill co

n
tin

u
e to

 co
o
p

era
te w

ith
 

C
ongress. . . 

	

"O
ur policy 
	w

ell know
n. W

e tried to bring 
Saddam

 H
ussein into the fam

ily of nations. T
hat 

policy w
as not .successful. W

e did not enhance his 
nuclear, biological or chem

ical w
eapon capability, 

a charge recklessly 'm
ade in this political year. 

A
nd w

hen w
e fined, and w

hen he took an ag-
gression, the W

hole w
orld joined w

ith us in stand- 

	

ing [against) 	
B

ush' said of supPort_for the 
U

.S.-led effort, to- liberate. K
uw

ait from
 Iraqi oc-

cupation in the Persian G
ulf W

ar. 

Policy and Political Showdown 
"A

nd now
 som

e of the very people that op-
posed U

.S. action are trying to redeem
 them

-
" selves by a lot of political inquiry," B

ush said 
"A

nd I don't think the A
m

erican people are going 
to stand for it." 

C
om

m
ittee R

epublicans com
plained that the 

independent counsel issue w
as driven by elec-

tion-year politics. B
ut Som

e also said they rec-
ognized the potential danger in allegations that 
adm

inistration policies assisted in the Iraqi m
il-

- itary buildup before the gulf w
ar. 

. "T
hese charges are proliferating," said R

ep. 
H

enry J. H
yde (R

-Ill.), a senior com
m

ittee m
em

-
ber. "I think they are serious. I also think there is 
an unhealthy dose of politics involved. I think the 
com

m
ittee w

ill ask for an independent counsel 
anyw

ay, but it m
ight be helpful in the public-re-

lations struggle not to leave these charges un-
answ

ered." 
B

rooks said he w
anted the adm

inistration to 
tell its side at a June 23 hearing before asking 
the com

m
ittee to vote on seeking an independent 

.counsel. 
• T

w
o areas w

here D
em

ocrats say a special 
' prosecutor m

ay be w
arranted are looking into 

the alteration of a list of C
om

m
erce D

epartm
ent 

export licenses for Iraq and determ
ining w

hether 
the adm

inistration deliberately m
isled congres-

sional com
m

ittees. 
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