
nators 
y G

uy G
ugliotta 

W
ashington Post Stall W

riter 

ee to C
lose 'O

ctober Surprise' H
earings 

'M
em

bers of the Senate F
oreign 

R
elations C

om
m

ittee have Struck 
i` unusual agreem

ent to hold 
clesed-door hearings today into al-
legations that the R

eagan cam
paign 

hi:1980 conspired w
ith the Iranian 

governm
ent to delay release of 52 

A
m

ericans held hostage in the U
.S. 

E
m

bassy in T
ehran. • 	

• ." 
T

he com
m

ittee has subpoenaed 
16 w

itnesses, am
ong them

 form
er 

national security advisers R
ichard 

V
. A

llen and R
obert C

. M
cFarlane; 

• form
er secretary of state A

lexander 
M

. H
aig Jr.; A

lton Frye, senior fel-
low

.:-Ior_ national security at the 
C

ouncil on Foreign R
elations; and 

U
.8:: A

m
bassador to South K

orea 
D

onald P
. G

regg, w
ho served as 

national security adviser to then- 
P

resident B
ush in 1981-88. 

O
nly four senators w

ill be allow
ed. 

to ask questions. 
Sources fam

iliar w
ith the laves- 

' 	
• 	

•  

tigation said the decision to hold 
closed hearings on the !O

ctober 
surprise" w

as an•attem
pt to address 

tw
o m

ajor concerns: the D
em

o-
crats' desire for a full airing of the 
affair, and the R

epublicans' fear 
that public hearings w

ould be trans-
form

ed into an election-year "w
itch 

hunt" unfairly sm
earing the B

ush 
and R

eagan adm
inistrations. 

B
ut one com

m
ittee m

em
ber, Sen. 

Frank IL M
urkow

ski (R
-A

laska), said 
he had not' been inform

ed of the 
hearing arrangem

ent until after the 
fact and criticized the com

m
ittee for 

"generating an ad hoc com
m

ittee 
w

ith no form
al authoriiation." 

A
lso critical of the arrangem

ent 
w

as A
llen, w

ho in a June, 22 letter to 
the com

m
ittee' urged that the hear-

ings be open "to full public view
." H

e 
said in an interview

 yesterday that 
he had "long advocated . . . any bal-
anced open forum

," and questioned 
theeeedfor.."nuclear secrecy." 

T
he Senate and H

ouse are con-
ducting separate investigations into  

allegations that the R
eagan cam

-
paign and' the Iranian governm

ent 
conspired to delay the hostage re-
lease beyond the N

ovem
ber 1980 

presidential election, thus avoiding 
an "O

ctober surprise" that w
ould 

propel President Jim
m

y C
arter to a 

reelection victory. 
T

he H
ouse has earm

arked up to 
$2.5. m

illion for a bipartisan O
cto-

ber Surprise T
ask. F

orce w
hose 

prelim
inary report is due by July 1. 

In the Senate; the F
oreign R

ela-
tions C

om
m

ittee last O
ctober au-

thorized its subcom
inittee on N

ear 
E

astern and South M
an affairs to, 

conduct an investigation, but the 
Senate failed to fund the probe. 

Subcom
m

ittee C
hairm

an T
erry 

Sanford (D
-N

.C
.) and ranking m

inor-
ity m

em
ber Jam

es M
. Jeffords (R

-
V

t.) nonethelesi decided to proceed 
using available com

m
ittee funds and 

apparently • developed the idea of 
closed-door hearings, M

urkow
ski 

said. N
either Sanford nor Jeffords 

responded to telephone inquiries. 

U
nder a "procedural agreem

ent" 
reached early this m

onth, only four 
senators w

ill question w
itnesses in 

a "secure" room
 on the fourth floor 

of the C
apitol. T

hey included San-
ford, Jeffords, F

oreign R
elations 

C
om

m
ittee C

hairm
an C

laiborne Pell 
(D

-R
.I.) and acting ranking m

inority 
m

em
ber R

ichard G
. L

ugar (R
-Ind.). 

Sources close to the Foreign R
e-

lations C
om

m
ittee said that Sanford 

and Jeffords had looked' to the com
-

m
ittee leadership and perhaps higher 

for support of the plan. D
em

ocratic 
leadership sources said, how

ever, 
that M

ajority L
eader G

eorge J. 
M

itchell (D
-M

aine) had nothing to do 
w

ith the agreem
ent. T

he office of 
R

epublican leader R
obert J. D

ole 
(K

an.) did not, reply to inquiries. 
L

ugar said 'he , W
all 'w

orldng on 
behalf of R

epublican senators," but 
w

ould not elaborate... H
e said

 th
e. . 

four-m
an group w

ould likely con-
duct m

ore than one secret hearing, 
but expected to finish w

ork in the 
next tw

o w
eeks. 


