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W\{VAsmNe(r;TON .-Duane Clarridge, a |
former top Central Intelllgence Agency of- :
ficer for Europe and Central America, was l
H

" charged with lying to Congress and a pres-

idential commission. regarding his knowl-:
edge of the Iran-Contra: affalr}_ it

‘ries charges of pefjury and ma.kmg ta.lse
;statements -alleges , that ;Mr.cClarridge;
*:sought to conceal thqﬂ, 1eagan. o

tion’s role Ini a secre : ent
‘Iran in November 1985 and repeatediyvlted:;
:asto when he learn th

 The shipment carrylngU S
‘aircraft mlsstles.'l‘e d:

tapped carty : TS
in Europe helped & ht. Mr. i
Clarridge was a close ally tp the ational ..
Security Council 'aide, Lt .Oliver 1
'North, and as chief of the CIA’s European -
divislon, he played’'a dl:e_ct mle Jn carry-
g out these arrangements beha.[fof hls |
end and the White House :
The shipment laid the groun
much of what tollowed in'the Iran-Contra |
affair as the Reagan administration soon '
rectly involved itself in the sale of arms .|
in Iran and the diversion of profits to fund
antl Sandinista forces in Nicaragua. When
the scandal broke in late 1986, the Novem- |
ber 1985 shipment came back to-haunt high |
vernment officials. And the charges now
reflect a continued effort by independent
founsel Lawrence Walsh to show that CIA ,
ofﬁcers were used ln an attempted cover-!
i
u
! pwuliam McDaniel, Mr: Clarrldge s at-
orney, said his client would be proven in- }

annmt Thod oooaos

“was far broader and included a shared |

‘ the profits generated by the shipments,
~ America division in the early 1980s and, on

- ~bfficers have

fwcent. puvcourt papers tiled by the prose-
cution reflect grand jury testimg ntra-
dicting the former officer afid gving new |
details as to his contacts with Col. North
“leading up to the shipment. Chief among
these is a Nov. 19, 1985, meeting. between 4
Col. North, Mr, Clarridge and Vlncentcan g
histraro, a second CIA officer, at a Vir-
ginia restaurant and lounge that became I
favorite watering hole for’ Col North‘s net '
work of operatives. .
' “During this meeting, Lt. Col North
tiscussed with the defendant. ;.and -Mr.
Cannistraro the trouble that Lt. Col. North
as having obtaining. flight plearances in;
Europe for an aircraft that would be trav-

. eling to Iran,” according to'the l,ndictment{i
““I'Lt. Col. North stated ‘at the time: that the!

cargo would ‘be military equipment.” - f‘%
i Both Col. North and Mr, Caniistraro
have appeared before the grand Jury that J

R brought ‘yesterday’s 1ndlctment, and ‘the J
papers contradict- Mt,” Clarr |

ent—a cover story used 1i’the péra"
tion—and he portrayed the transaction as a

. I'straight commercial deal” with no major"-z

fovernment involvement. :
' Though the charges focus on his in-

» volvement with arms sales to Iran, Mr. .

Clarridge’s relationship with Col. North |

f}. emmitment to the Contras, or Nicaraguan
surgents who: ‘ultimately benefited from

Mr.’ Clarridge’:Hesided the CIA’s Latin }

occasion, traveled in the region under the
code name “Mr, ni.> While other CIA

of Congress, his temperament was out-
wardly defiant, and his aggressive tenure
Is best remembered for the secret mining
of Nicaraguan harbors in 1984.
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