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‘American officials ‘at the
Hhighest levels are worried that:
‘Ithe shah-of Iran may be llvmg‘
/jbeyond his means. © ::

‘His Imperial “Majesty envt-
sions himself as the ruler of a
(modern Persian empire that
once again will become a world
\power. Toward -this end, he is
spending his bounteous oxl rev-
enues to build a mxlltary/ ma-

-|chine without parallel 1n the

Middle East S
Accordlng to the Iatest confl-

“|dential estimates, however, the
i [shah's oil reserves will last, at

best, for another two decades,
This will leave the unpredicta-
ble, ambitious, reeklessly
greedy shah with little “iore
Jthan a down payment on this
1dream of glory.

- Rather than abandon . his
dream, they fear privately, he
may march his American-made
army into neighboring Saudi
‘Arabia and Kuwait and annex
|their oil fields.

Signs of the shah’s forthcom-
ing financial ~embarrassment
are everywhere. Since the first
of the year, he has been forced
to cut back oil production by 15
per cent. He also backed out of a
deal to invest héavily in Pan
American .World Airways. He
tried to blame this on Pan Am’s
internal problems, but diplo-
matic sources say the shah had
“other priorities” for his dwm—
dling money.

;{=+For-all-its oil riches, Iran is

also deeply in d,ebt. The shah,
according to American officials
familiar with his finances,owes
aboat'$3 billion'in bilateral and
| multilateral loans. o
Even while he is gouging the
Amencan people for the :oil

paying thé $1.1 billion he oWes
them. He has $780 million .in
outstanding debts at the Export-
Import: Bank “alone.” Another
$230 million inforeign aid loans
hasnever been paid back.,
Even more puzzling is a $23
million: Lend-Lease . debt Jeft
over from World War IL The
shah has' refused to pay it
clalmmg with perplexmg Per-

how negated by the “wear and
tear” the Allies wreaked upon
his rallroad system dunng the
wWar.

Iran oweés additional mllhons
in agricultural loans, Commod-
ity Credit Corporation loans and
interest due on debts. Yet the
shah has repald the American
people for their generosity by
leading the clamor inside the
oil cartel for hlgher pnces. N

The threatened price boost in
September, government econo-
mists have- warned privuhly,
will - halt America’s economic

the oil squeeze has caused the
United States more damage
than any blow since World War
II. The shah more than any
other single individual was re-|
sponsible.

they “buy, he is mighty slow" in|

sian logic that the debt is some-|

- He -also was able to mhv a

‘rill&i pebellion. -Now-the::

recovery in its tracks.-Already, |
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_+Driven . by, his,,grandiose |

has issued royal decrees order-
ing his subjects to work harder |
and waste less.7At the same;
| time, he has boosted his defense
spending to a record. $8 billion
annually. That's a. fremendous
4 per cent mcrease dver last
year.

-The United States has sold
him the bulk of his armaments—
$6 billion worth in the past two
years ‘alone. Indeed, the Gen-
eral - ‘Accounting .Office hasj
warned “that _the - “extensive
sale” of military skills to Iran
“could . adversely | affect . the
readiness * status  of Umted
States Forces.” | -

What does the shah plan.to dojm
with his mushrooming amiilitary
apparatus? For the record, he
talks about being theJJenceful
protector of the Persian Gulf.

But when the British pulled
out of the island of Abu Musa—
which was claimed by the sheik-

‘dom of Shariah—the shah didn’t| -

bother about negotlat:ons: "He|
simply seized the strategic. is-
1and and began fortifyingit. -

1,500-man force to the opposite

end of the Persiafi Gulf to help

the sultan of Oman quell a g'tl:er-
ahf
has a huge Hovercraft fleet, pur-
chased from Britain, He can
:sond a battalion of troops aer
the Persian Gulf and land thdm
in -8audi Arabia or xnw:!t
within half an hour.
“‘This is precisely what som
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'dreams and schemes, the shahjseek the comments of

'write /nbout Earlier this month
'we identified various fgngt
‘newsmen, . mclnding lzvelms
ponderous Washington | rre--

spondentStams\avKondra oV, .. '

as  KGB spies.  He nevel- re-

turned ourcallsy 5.0

ﬂil‘ -
ported’ that' Rep. Larry..llc-
Donald : (D-Ga), -

imoney this year to print mmi- :
lous, unproven attacks oru as-

sorted victims in-the Congrel- 5
sional Record, Two of ous re-.

iporters tried but failed td ¢oax -

hlm off the House floor to:

Now both Kondrashov‘ixnd
McDonald have belatedly re-
sponded—Kondrashov in Javes-
tia and McDonald in the: ‘Con-
gressional - Record. We s are
hap[z to summarize thelt}tat&
men! o ke W&mey‘.,w ..

“Jack: Anderson, wrotelxon-
drashov, “is the leader.iir the
uncleverbutvehe‘ment competi- -
‘at discrediting interi{a-
tiohal detente and spoiling the
atmulphI ere of Soviet-U.S. rela-
tions." He -accused us of heixjg
anti-Soviet.
sMcDonald.- had- a dxfternnt
opinfon of tis. “It is clear,”He

declared, “thatthe realmotmt-
s|ing factor behind Andersop s
ire is (opposition to those) expo-
sing ext:emist and Marxist-Le-

ninist ainis and tactics.” He 2
cused us of being pro-Soviet.’. : ‘

high officials fear he will d°*“§"F”¢ mu-mrmmm,m. i

angs

Clown D
Prince of the House, had squan- °
idered $40,000 of the taxpagers’ - -
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