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‘Panel Votes to Probe

| :‘Senate %esf gétic{nw:flpproved 9 t0'8 Ovér Sﬁﬁ'ﬂng Opposition *

-Helms: made a bltter, pomt-by- :
point attack on the “totally unaccep- -

B Gugliotta . -
'Twlgzymm%m o

After 80 minutes of rancorous
debate, the Senate Foreign Rela-
tions Committee yesterday ap-
proved a resolution calling for in-
vestxgatxon of ‘the “October sur-
prise.”

But Sen. Richard G. Lugar (R-
Ind.) threatened a filibuster if the
nieasure reaches the Senate floor

Conn;) voted against the resolution
because it included: an amendment
-allowing mvestlgatlon of Carter ad-
ministration officials.

The committee approved the res-
olution 9 to 8 with Repubhmn co-
sponsor :Sen. ]ames M. Jeffords
(Vt.) voting “present.” The measure
goes to the Senate Committee qn
.Rules and Admxmstratnon for fura
ther evaluation, - :

“The eongressnonal Ieaderslup Iast
summer ordered separate. Senate

and House investigations:into alle- .

gations the Reagan campaign in
1980 conspired.. with Iranian . offi

ctalstodelayreleaseofSZUS,

hostages' until after the November
presidential election. The delay, it

is alleged, prevented a' preelection’

“October surprise” hostage release
that could have lifted President Jim-
* my Carter to victory. - - - -.

Republicans have expressed dls-
‘may at what they have described as
a deliberate attempt by Democrats'
“to smear Ronald 'Reagan ‘and
:George Bush, who shared the 1980

ticket as Reagan s vice presidential |

" candidate.

“This investigation is simple, bla- J4

“tant*and tasteless

partisanship,” |
said Sen. Jesse Helms (R-N.C.), the ‘

Foreign ~Relations Committee’s
‘ranking minority member, calling it
“nothmg more than a thch hunt.”
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table” resolution drafted by his

“It is unacceptable |
Jor the majority to

run roughshod m

and Sen. Christopher J. Dodd (D-

such a manner.”

~—Sen. Rlehard G. Lugar )
. North ‘Carolina colleague, Sen. Ter-

ry Sanford (D), named to head the
lnvestlgatlon

Sanford, unfazed, noted that “tlns'
" was initiated by the leadership,” and
- “Lthink it merits an investigation, I

have. no apologiés - for ‘my- part in’
- this. It fell to me to conduct the

investigation, and I'm gomg todoit
in an honorable manner.”
Besides the Carolina fireworks

"the debate was marked by strong

‘October- Surprlse

bly from Lugar, known among col- v

leagues as a conciliator. )
Lugar called the mvestxganon a

monstrosxty" that “ought not to take

place.” Afterthevotehetoldre-

porters that “it is unacceptable for -

the majority to run roughshod in
such a manner.” If the resolution
dmsreachestheﬂoor he said, “wewnll
it at some length,” a euphe-
mism that warns of a filibuster.

Doddvotedagamsttheresolutwn

after the committee added a Repub-
lican amendment ‘allowing ‘investi-
gationi of Carter administration ef-

"forts to’ negotlate the hostages’

freedom. House Dernocrats blocked:

- similar language from their resb- -
.hxtxon,whxchmayrenchtheﬁouﬂe'

ﬂoor Iater this week,
< “There'sa clear distinction be-
tween what a ‘sitting president and

secretaryofstatedo and what pri--

vate citizens ‘do,” Dodd said, I
guessnfyoumentionsomeDemo—

-crats and .some Republicans that
shows youre trymg fo be nonpar- v




