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 Shared D
ata W

ith Iraq U
ntil E

veInvasion 
r. 

D
espite Saddam

's B
ehavior, Ties C

ontinued 2 Years Later Than Senate Panel H
ad R

eported 

B
y G

eorge L
indner Jr. 

and R
. Jeffrey Sm

ith 
W

ashington Post Staff W
riters 

T
he 'C

IA
 continued intelligence  

exchanges w
ith Iraq until the eve of 

Iraq's A
ug. 2, 1990, invasion of K

u- 
 w

ait, sources said yesterday. 
T

he secret relationship w
as de-

- scribed by one source as "form
al 

• an
d

 rigid
"

 at th
e en

d
. B

u
t it w

as 
apparently m

aintained by the B
ush 

adm
inistration despite increasingly 

bellicose talk from
 Iraqi P

resident 
Saddam

 H
ussein in the m

onths be-
fore the invasion. 

T
he exact nature of the final in-

tellig
en

ce ex
ch

a
n

g
es w

a
s n

o
t 

know
n, "but it w

as not high-level 
stuff," another source said. 

T
he disclosure, how

ever, w
as em

- 
barrassing for both the C

IA
 and the 

Senate intelligence com
m

ittee. A
fter 

fi looking into the issue last fall during 
f,  confirm

ation hearings for C
IA

 D
irec-

! 
 

for R
obert M

. G
ates, the com

m
ittee 

concluded in a form
al report that 

' U
.S. intelligence-sharing ' w

ith Iraq 
had stopped at the end of the Iran-
Iraq war tW

nYeo attarher• 
In

 fad
, th

e su
r said

, th
e p

an
el 

h
ad

 b
een

 given
 'several d

ifferen
t 

dates by C
IA

 officials before, during 
an

d
 after th

e h
eirin

gs—
eech

 on
e 

setting a later date for the end of the 
sh

arin
g. T

h
e M

Ip
ictu

re em
erged

 
on

ly after th
e h

earin
gs h

ad
 con

- 

cluded and a senior C
IA

 official sub-
m

itted the final date in w
riting. 

"W
e put the report together in a 

hurry and w
e m

ay have fallen dow
n 

in not using the last and best an-7 
sw

er,"
 said

 a legislative sou
rce. 

"
T

h
ere w

as som
e fau

lt on
 b

oth
 

ends. N
obody here feels duped or 

anything like that." • 
A

ccording to the Senate panel's 
final report, the cooperation began in 
1984 w

hen President R
onald R

eagan 
authorized the C

IA
 "to share lim

ited 
intelligence" w

ith ,B
aghdad "in order 

to forestall a totallraqi collapse in its 
w

ar w
ith Iran." 	

, 
T

he relationship w
as expanded in 

1986 "to enhance Iraq's pursuit of 
the w

ar"- and "continued on a spo-
radic basis until 1988 w

hen the w
ar 

. . 
 

.'ended," th
e -com

m
ittee said in 

its 225-page report on G
ates's nom

-
ination. "U

.S. assistance," th
e re-

port continued, "w
as lim

ited to pth-
viding intelligence and advice w

ith 
respect to pursuit of the w

ar." 
R

ep. H
enry B

.! G
onzalez (D

-T
ex.), 

chairM
an'of the H

ouse B
anking C

om
-

m
ittee, challenged that account in a 

H
ouse floO

r speech last m
onth. A

 
critic of the B

ush adm
inistration's 

courtship of Iraqis a potential coun-
terw

eightto Iran; G
onzalez disclosed 

secret records that show
ed the in-

telligence4haring w
as still in effect 

as of a fvfey 24,1990 m
eeting of the 

N
ational Security C

ouncil's deputies 
com

m
ittee. 	

r. 
T

h
e session

 h
ad

 b
een

 called
 to  

• 
consider steps that could be taken in 
response to threats by Saddam

, and 
an options paper ,prepared at the 
State D

epartm
ent for the N

SC
 listed 

the pros and cons of cutting off "in-
telligence cooperation." 

"
In

telligen
ce • exch

an
ges h

ave 
w

aned since the ]Iran-Iraq] G
ulf W

ar 
cease-fire," the options paper said. 
"P

R
O

: T
hey still provide Iraq w

ith 
lim

ited inform
ation on Iranian m

il-
itary activity that w

ould be m
issed. 

C
O

N
: E

nding this contact w
ould cut 

off our very, lim
ited access to this 

im
portant segm en

t o
f th

e Ira
q

i es-
tablishm

ent" 
T

he m
em

o w
as addressed to na-

tional security adviser B
rent Scow

-
croft W

ith' a request that he send it 
on to G

ates, then his top deputy, for 
review

. B
ut the intelligence-sharing 

option discussed in the m
em

o did not g 
com

e u
p

 at th
e m

eetin
g, sou

rces 
said, and. so .,  it continued as part of 
the O

ngoing' relationship w
ith B

agh-
dad, w

hich w
as not broken until the 

invasion: 
-A

lthough the Senate intelligence 
com

m
ittee Statem

ent seem
ed to be , 

talking about a total cutoff of U
.S. 

intelligence-sharing w
ith Iraq at the 

end of its w
ar w

ith Iran, the com
m

it-
tee only m

eant to ffiscuss the sharing 
of tactical or m

ilitarily useful intel-
ligen

ce, accord
in

g to legislative 
sources. 

 
T

he com
m

ittee w
as told in a letter 

from
:, G

ates's' predecessor .  as C
IA

 
direc tor, W

illiam
 H

. W
ebster, that  aliaring, of intelligence on political 

tters continued for m
ore than • a 

r. after the A
ugust 1988 end of 

e Irlq-Iren w
ar. ,T

his claim
 w

as 
enerally suP

ported in a classified 
;report on 	

relations by the 
IA

's inspector general that w
as re- 

view
ed by the com

m
ittee. 

poring a closed hearing called as a 
p

art of th
e S

en
ates ' review

 of 
G

ates's, nom
ination, a 'senior •C

IA
 

official M
ade clear for the first tim

e 
t the intelligence-sharing contin ,  • 

*I until early 1990. B
ased upon this 

end other inform
ation about the ila7 

ififre, 
,The intelligence provided to 

q. the cotnniittee C
oncluded that ,  

artangem
ent did not constitute 

envert action and did not  require a 
presidential "finding" or au-

don—
 

A
fter G

ates's nom
ination w

as ap-,. 
ed; the' C

IA
 cam

e to understand 
the cloied testim

ony of its lien-, 
ffielat w

as in error, sources said. 
-K

then sent the com
m

ittee a w
ritten -• 

*O
rieetion of the testim

ony' that ex ., 
'M

ended>the period of know
n U

S.- 
(If intelligence collaboration 

ly. 
a
n

o
th

er th
ree to

 fo
u

r 

`A
 legislative • source said. he be-, 

that little substantive inform
s 

Tian paSsed,t0 Iraq during these 
10.1164'arklithat 	

dis- 
did not warrant a ""revieiv of 

com
niittee'a endorsem

ent of the 'q 
m

inistration 
decision not to : re- 

iiire a presidential finding. 
• 


